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HE following Trifle is offered 

to Chefs-players, as a Com- 
pilation of all the Anecdotes and 
Quotations that could be found re- 
lative to the Game of Chefs; with 
an account of all the Chefs-books 


which could be procured. 


A few tranflated Paragraphs have 
by miftake, been marked with in- 
verted commas, though they are not 


Quotations but Abridgements, 


The Extraés are exactly copied, 
both asto Orthography and Puné@tua- 
tion. From the Ancient Books they 
are copious, as it is not probable, 
that many of their Readers will ever 
have the opportunity of feeing the 
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[ i] 
Originals ; many of thefe Extracts 
are inferted, merely as Literary Cu- 
riofities. .'The Tranflations at: the 
end of the. Book are as. literal as 
poffible. 

The Spanifh Motto is, ‘* Moreover, 
if it fhould appear to any one, that 
in this Book I have not faid all that 
might have been faid, it is not to be 
marvelled at; nor myfelf blamed, un- 
lefs it contain any notable error.” 


Ruy Lopez, on the Game of Chefs. 
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Csech now oS, of, 


HE Game of Chefs is fuppofed to 

have been invented in India, in the 
fixth century. The Perfians taught it to the 
Arabians, who introduced it into Spain; and 
it was brought into England during the reign 
of William the Conqueror. 

In an Effay which was publithed-at Paris, 
among the Memoirs of the Academy of 
Belles Lettres, by Mr. Freret, in 1729, it 
is faid, that ‘* the firft weftern authors who 
have mentioned. Chefs, are the old French 
romancers, or the writers of thofe fabulous 
hiftories. of the Knights of the Round 
Table, King Arthur’s brave Courtiers, of 
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the Twelve Peers of France, and of the 
Palatines of the’ Emperor Charlemagne.” 
Every thing known relative to the origin 
and hiftory of Chefs, may be found in this’ 
Memoir (the effential part of which is 
likewife inferted in the French folio Ez- 
cyclopedie, article Echecs ); in Dr. Hyde’s 
book De Ludis Orientalibus; and in Ori- 
gines de la Langue Frangoife, ou Diéhionatre 
Etymologique de Menage, 4to. 1650. In 
the Roman de la Rofe, printed in 1531, I 
find 


Car ainfi le dit Attalugs 
Qui des Elches controuva Pus 
Giuand if traiteit 0 aritmetiques 


This Attalus died 200 years before Chrift. 
Our Denham fays, 


LHS This game the Perfian magi did invent, 

| The force of eaftern wifdom to exprefs ; 

From thence to bufy Europeans fent, 

And {ty?d by modern Lombards penfive Chefs. 


Other conjectures of the where, when, 
and why this game was invented, fhall be 
hereafter given, in the words of their writers ; 
not from the importance of the inveftigation, 
but merely as literary {pecimens. 


In 
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in the. royal treafury of St. Denis, near 
Paris, are kept fome chefs-men, with which 
it is faid Charlemagne (who died in 814), 
ufed to play. Only fifteen pieces and one 
pawn are remaining, all of ivory, yellowed 
by time; at the bottom of every one is an 
Arabic infcription, which, according to Dr. 
Hyde, is only the maker’s name. The 
largeft piece reprefents a king fitting on a 
throne, about twelve inches high, and eight 
broad, very clumfily carved : the other pieces 
are of fo rude a form that I could not dif- 
cover what they were intended to reprefent. 
The pawn (about three inches in height) 1s 
the image of a dwarf with a large {hield ; 
the countenance is marked with a kind of 
ludicrous expreffion. 

Mr. Philidor informed me that he faw, 
in 1747, at Rotterdam, in the poffeflion of 
a coffee-houfe keeper, a fet of chefs-men, 
which were made for prince Eugene. They 
were three inches in height, of folid filver, 
chafed ; not different in colour, but fuf- 
ficiently diftinguifhed, by one fide reprefent- 
B2 ing 


























ce ae 
ing an European, and the other an Afiatic 
army. 

The moft valuable chefs-mén I have feen, 
are ftill: preferved at Rotterdam ; they were 
made by the chevalier Vander Werf (the ce- 
lebrated painter), who employed the leifure 
hours of eighteen. years in carving. them. 
The’ pieces are three inches high, and the 
pawns two; half the number are of box, 
and the other half of ebony; they are. all; 
except the caftles, bufts on pedeftals. "The 
kings are cecorated with a lion’s fkin, of 
which the paws are crofled on their breatt. 
The bifhops (les fous) have fools caps, with 
bells, and are reprefented with very grotefque 
countenances. The knights are horfes heads 

and necks, with flowing manes: the pawns, 
as weli as the pieces, are all different, being 
eight Negroes and eight whites, of various 
ages. They areas highly finithed as any of 
his paintings, and are in the poffeffion of 
his grandfon, Mr. Gevers, at whofe houfe 
the curious traveller will have the additional 


pleafure of {eeing a portrait, as large as life, 


of 
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of the chevalier Vander Werf, painted by 
himéelf,. and efteemed his mafter-: piece. 

The Afiatic and African chefs-boards are 
of a fingle colour, divided into fquares : and 
indeed the diftin@tion of colours, thou gh it 
facilitates the playing, is otherwife, fuper- 
fluous. -I recollect having fome years ago 
feen, near Tetuan, feveral Moors fit tting 
cro{s-legged on the ground, which was di- 
vided by lines, playing at chefs, with black 
and white pebbles of different fizes.. The 
moft convenient fize for a chefs-board is a 
{quare of eighteen inches, which allows two 
inches to each of the fixty-four fquares, or 
houfes. 

Dr. Hyde fays, that Lewis the X1iIth of 
France had a chefs-board quilted with wool, 
the men each with a point at the bottom; 


by which means he oie when riding in 


th 


a carriage, ftickin cf the men in the cufhion. 
Chefs-boards are now commonly made for 

the ufe of thofe ces travel by water, or in 

a carriage, with a hole in each fquare, a peg 


at the bottom of 
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holes on each fide of the board to hold the 


prifoners : 


The firft time I faw Voltaire, which was 


at Ferney, near twenty years ago, he was 
playing at Chefs with father Adam, a Jefuit, 
kept in the houfe folely to play with his 


patron. 


As at that time I knew not even 


the moves, Iam unable to give any opinion 
of Voltaire’s {kill at Chefs; but by the ac- 


count of perfons who have played with him, 


it never rofe above mediocrity. 


Roufleau was very inexpert at Chefs, 


though an enthufiaftic admirer of it: he was 


accuftomed, when at Paris, to {pend many 


hours daily at the Café de Ja Regence, wherea 


+ 


qaozen C 


hefs-boards are conftantly in ufe *. 


He fays in his Confeflions, ** 1 y avoit 


un. Genevois, 


nommé M. Bagueret, qui 


etant venu a Chambery s’ avila de me propofer 


“I found him at Paris, in 1776, up four pair of 


ih, Mata Deas : ‘ ; 
ftairs, feeding fparrows which had flown into his apart- 


ment; in which, befides the neceflary furniture, I 


obferved nothing but a f{pinnet, and his library, which 


Ao . > ‘ ° 
confifted only of Taflo’s Jerufalem, in Italian, and 


Robinfon Crufoe, in Englifh. 


Sperrtie. 


Fal 


d’ap- 
































d’apprendre les Echecs, qu'il jouoit un peu. 
J eflayai, prefque malgre moi; & apres avoir, 
tant bien que mal, appris la marche, mon 
progres fut fi rapide, qu’avant la fin de la 
premiere Seance, je lui donnai la tour qu'il 
m/’avoit donnée en commengant. I ne m’en 
fallut pas d’avantage: me voila forcené des 
Echecs. J’achete un Echiquier: j’achete / 
Calabrois ; je m’enferme dans ma chambre, 
jy pafle les jours & les nuits a vouloir ap- 
prendre par cceur toutes les parties, a les 
fourrer dans ma téte bon gré mal gre, a jouer 
feul fans rélache & fans fin. Aprés deux ou 
trois mois dece beau travail, & d’efforts in- 
imaginables, je vais au caffe, maigre, jaune, 
& prefque hebeté. Je m/’ellaye, je rejoue 
avec M. Bagueret : il me bat une fois, deux 
fois, vingt fois; tant de combinaifons setoient 
brouillées dans ma téte, & mon imagination 
s’etoit fi bien amortie, que je ne voyois plus 
qu’un nuage devant moi. Toutes les fois 
qu’avec le livre de Philidor, ou celui de 
Stamma, jai voulu m’exercer a étudier des 
parties, la méme chofe m’ef arriveé ; & 
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apres m’etre epuifé defatigue, je me fuis 
trouvé plus faible qu’auparavant. Du refte, 
que j’aie abandonné les Echecs, ou qu’en 
jouant je me fois remis en haleine, je nal 
jamais avancé d’un cran depuis cette premiere 
feance, & je me fuis toujours: retrouve au 
méme point ob j’etois en la finiflant. Je 
m’exercerois des milliers de Siecles, que je 
finirois par pouvoir donner la tour a Bagueret, 
& rien de plus. Voila du tems bien em- 
ployé, direz vous! & je n’y en ai pas employe 
peu. Je ne finis ce premier effai que quand 
je n’eus plus la force de continuer. Quand 
jallai me montrer, fortant de ma cham- 
bre, j’avois lair d’un deterré; & fuivant le 
méme train, je n’aurois pas refté deterre 
longtems.” 

It is well known that Omai, the native 
of Otaheite, learnt to play at Chefs whilft 
he was in London, As his proficiency in 
this game was the caufe of Mr. Baretti’s 
dropping the acquaintance of Dr. Johnfon, 
after having cultivated it above thirty years, 
the relation of it, in Mr. Barettis own 
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words, is here inferted, extracted from his 
Tolondron. 

«« My ftory may be a leffon to eager mor- 
tals to miftruft the duration of any worldly 
enjoyment, as, even the beft cemented friend- 
fhip, which I confider as the moft precious 
of earthly bleffings, is but a precarious one, 
and fubject, like all the reft, to be blafted 
away in an unexpected moment, by the ca- 
pricioufnefs of chance, and by fome one of 
thofe trifling weaknefies, unaccountably en- 
grafted even in the nobleft minds that ever 
fhewed to what a pitch human nature may 
be elevated. About thirteen months before 
doctor Johnfon went the way of all fleth, 
my vifits to him. grew to be much lefs fre- 
quent than they ufed to be, on account of my 
gout and other infirmities, which permitted 
not my going very often from Edward- 
{treet, Cavendith-{quare, to Bolt-court, 
Fleet-{treet, as it had been the cafe in my 
better days: yet once or twice every month 
I never failed to go to him, and he was al- 
ways glad to fee the oldeft friend he had in 
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the world, which, fince Mr. Garrick’s 
death, was the appellation he honoured me 
with, and conftantly requefted me to fee him 
as often as I could. 

¢ One day, and alas! it was the laft time 
1 faw him, I called on him, not without 
fome anxiety, as I had heard that he had been 
very ill: but found him fo well as to be in 
very high {pirits, of which he foon made 
me aware, becaufé, the converfation hap- 
pening to turn about Otaheite, he recollected 
that Omiah had once conqueréd me at 
Chefs; a fubjec@t, on which, whenever 
chance brought it about, he never failed 
to rally me moft unn nercifully,-and make 
himfelf mighty merry with. 

This time, more than he had ever done 
before, he pufhed his banter on at fuch a rate 
that at laft he chafed me, and made me fo 
angry, that, not being able to puta {top to 
it, I fnatched up my hat and ftick, and 
quitted him in a moft choleric mood. The 
{kilful tranflator of Taffo, who was a wit- 
nefs to that ridiculous fcene, may tell whe- 
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ther the do€tor’s obftreperous merriment 
deferved approbation or blame: but fuch 
was Johnfon, that, whatever was the matter 
in hand, if he was in the humour, he would 
carry it as faras he could; nor was he much 
in the habit, even with much higher folks 
than myfelf, to refrain from fallies which, 
not feldom, would carry him farther than 
he intended. Vexed at his having given me 
caufe to be angry, and at my own anger too, 
I was not in hafte to fee him again; and he 
heard from more than one, that my refent- 
ment continued. Finding, at laft, or fup- 
poling that I might not call on him any 
more, he requefted a ref{pectable friend to 
tell me that he would be glad to fee me as 
foon as poflible: but his meflage was deli- 
vered me while making ready to go into 
Suffex, where I ftaid full fix months; and 
then was taken to Bath, where I ftaid a 
month longer: and it was on my leaving 
Suffex, that the newfpapers apprifed me my 
friend was no more, and England had lott, 
poflibly, the greateft of her literary orna- 
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In 1783, Mr. De Kempelen, ar Hunga- 
rian, was in London, where he remained 
near a year, with an automaton chefs-player. 


He gave me a French pamphlet, which had 


juft been printed at Bafle, containing its 
defcription, with three engravings : although 
it has been fo recently exhibited, it may not 
be thought fuperfluous to give the follow- 
ing fhort account of it. 

It is a figure as large as life, in a Turkifh 
drefs, fitting behind a table with doors, of 
length, two in 
depth, and two and an half in height. The 


chair on which it fits is fixed to the table, 


three feet and an half in 


which runs on four wheels: the automaton 
leans its right arm on the table, and in its 


left hand holds 


a pipe; with this hand it 
plays, after the pipe is removed. <A chefs- 
board, of eighteen inches, is fixed before 
it; this table, or rather cupboard, contains 
wheels, levers, cylinders, and other pieces 
of mechanifm; all which are publicly 
difplayed; the veftments of the automatom 
are then lifted over its head, and the body is 
feen full of fimilar wheels and levers: there 


is 
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is a little door in its thigh, which is like- 
wife opened; and with this, and the table 
alfo open, and the automaton uncovered, the 
whole is wheeled about the room: the doors 
are then fhut, and the automaton is ready 
to play, and it always takes the firtt move. 
At every motion the.wheels are heard; the 
image moves its head, and looks over every 
part of the chefs-board ; when it checks 
the queen, it fhakes its head twice, and 
thrice in giving check to the king. It like- 
wife fhakes its head when a falfe move is 
made, replaces the piece, and makes its own 
move, by which means>the adverfary lofes 
one. | 

Mr. De Kempelen remarked to me, that 
the moft furprifing circumftance attending 
his automaton was, that it had been exhi- 
bited at Prefburg, Vienna, Paris, and Lon- 
don,. to thoufands, many of whom were 
mathernaticians and’ chefs-players, and yet 
the fecret by which he governed the motion 
of its arm was never difcovered, He prided 
himfelf folely on the conftru€tion of the 
mechanical powers by which the arm could 


per- 
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perform ten or twelve moves; it then re- 
quired to be wound up like a watch ; 
after which it was capable of continuing the 
fame number of motions. 

The automaton could not play unlefs 
Mr. De Kempelen or his fubftitute was near 
it, to dire its moves. A {mall {quare box, 
during the game, was frequently confulted 
by the exhibitor ; and herein confifted the 
fecret, which he told me he could ina mo- 
ment communicate. He who could beat 
Mr. De Kempelen, was, of courfe, certain 
of conquering the automaton. It was made 
in 1769. His own account of it was, 
e¢ C’eft une bagatelle qui n’eft pas fans merite 
du coté du mécanifme, mais les effets n’en 
paroifient fi merveilleux que par la hardiefie 
de Liddée, & par Vheureux choix des moyens 
employés pour faire illufion.” 

The ftrongeft and beft armed load-ftone 
was allowed to be placed on the machine by 
any of the {pectators. 

Eiftorians have commemorated the fol- 
lowing fovereigns as chefs-players. 


Char- 
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Charlemagne. 
Tamerlane. 
Sebaftian, king of Portugal. 
Philip II. king of Spain. 
The émperor Charles V. | 
Catherine of Medicis, queen of. France. 
Pope Leo X. 
Henry IV. of France. 
Queen Elizabeth. 
Lewis XIil. 
James I. king of England, who ufed to 


call this game a philofophical foliy. 
Lewis XIV. 


William III. 
Charles XII. king of Sweden. 
Frederick, the late king of Pruffia. 
Alfo, St. Francis de Sales bifhop of Ge- 
neva, fir Walter Raleigh, the prince of 
Condé, lord Herbert of Cherbury, &c. 
When Charles XTI. was at Bender, Vol- 
saire fays, * Pour tout amufement il jouait 
quelquefois aux Echecs : files petites chofes 
peignent les hommes, il eft permis de rap~ 
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ce jeu, il s’en fervait plus que des autres 
pieces, & par la il perdait toutes les parties.” 

And again, when he was befieged by the 
Turks, in the houfe in which he had fhut 
himfelf up near Bender: 

« Quand on eut bien barricadé la maifon, 
& que le roi eut fait le tour de fes: pretendus 
retranchemens, il fe mit 4 jouer aux Echecs 
tranquillement avec fon favorit Grothufen, 
comme fi tout eut eté dans une fecurite pro- 
fonde.” 

Caftighone, in the fecond book of his Cor- 
tegiano, which was written in 1506, thus 
gives his opinion of Chefs. 

“<< Quefto & certo gentile intertenimento &S 
ingegnofo, ma parm che un fol difetto vi fs 
troue: & quefio é, che fi puo faperne troppo, 
di modo, che a cui vuol effer eccelente nel gioco 
de fcacchi, credo bifognt confumarut molto 
tempa, &F metterut tanto fludio, quanto fe 
voleffe imporar qualche nobil feientia, 0 far 
gualfivoglia altra cofa ben d importantia: & 
pur in ultima con tanta fatica, non fapra 
altro, che un gioco. Perd in quefto penfo, 

che 
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che inttruenga una cofa rarifima, tio € che 
la’ mediocrita fia piu laudeuale che la eécelen- 


> 


tia. 

“Montagne, in 1580, wrote as follows: 
« Ou sil manioit des Eichecs, quelle corde 
de fon efprit he touche & n’employe ce 
niais & puerile jeu? Je le hay & fuy, de ce 
quil n’eft pas aflez jeu, & qu'il nous efbat 
trop ferieufement ; ayant honte d’y fournir 
Vattention ‘qui’ fuffiroit 4 quelque bonne 
chofe. Voyez combien- notre ame trouble 
cet amufement ridicule, fi tous fes nerfs ne 
bandent. 

~ © Combien amplement elle donne loy a 
chacun en cela de fe connoitre & de juger 
droitemeént de foy. Je ne me voy & retafte, 
plus univerfellement en nulle autre poiture. 
Quelle paffion ne nous y exerce ?La cholere;} 
le depit, la hayne, l’impatience: & tne 
vehemente -ambition de vaincre, en chofe, 
én laquelle il feroit plus excufable’ de ‘fe 
rendre ambiticux d’etre vaincu. Car la pre- 
céllence rare & au deffus du commun meflied 
2 un homme d’honneur en chofe frivole:” 
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The -Chevaler. de. faucourt, who wrote 
the article Ce/s in the French Encyclope- 
die, which was publifhed in 1750, therein 
fays, ‘* Les echecs font aflez generalement 
paflés de mode; dautres gouts, d'autres 
manieres de perdre Je tems, en, un mot 
d’autres frivolités, moins excufables ont fuc- 
cedé. 

«¢ D’autres perfonnes au contraire frap- 
pees de ce que le hafard, n’a point de.part 
ace jeu & de ce que Vhabilité feule y eft 
victorieufe, ont regardé,les bons. joueurs 
d’Echecs comme doués d’une capacité fu- 
perieure : Mais fi ce raifonnement etoit jufte, 
pourquoi voit on tant de gens mediocres, 
& prefque des imbecilles qui y excellent, 
tandis que de trés beaux genies de tous ordres 
& de tous etats, n’ont pi meme atteindre a 
la mediocrité? Difons donc qu’ici comme 
ailleurs, Vhabitude prife dans la jeunefle, la 
pratique perpetuelle & bornee a un feul objet, 
la memoire machinale des combinaifons, &de 
la conduite des pieces fortifides par l’exercice, 
enfin ce qu’on nomme /E/prit du feu, font 
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les fources de la fcience de celui’ des Echecs, 
& n’indiquent pas d’autres talens ou d’ autre 
merite dans le méme homme.” 

The earlieft account we have of perfons 
playing at Chefs, without {eeing the Board, 
is given by Giovanni Villani, who fays in 
the Seventh Book of his Hiftory of Flo- 
rence, as quoted by Guftavus Selenus, duke 
of Lunenburg, ¢ In quefti tiempi, nel Anno 
di Crifto, 1266, venne in Firenze un Sara- 
cino, che havea nome Buxécea, grandiffimo 
maeftro di giuocare a’ Scacchi, e in fu’l 
palagio del Popolo, dinanzi al Conte Guido 
Novello, giuocd, ad un’ ora, tre Seacchieri, 
co’ migliori maeftri di Scacchi di Firenze, 
giuocando con due a mente, e€ col terzo a 
veduta; e due giuochi vinfe, €’l terzo fece 
tavola: laqual cofa fu tenuta gran mara- 
viglia.”’ 

In the Preface to Sa/vis’s Book on Chefs, 
the Editor writes, “‘ The Author was a fir{t= 
rate Chefs-player, as appeared by his play- 
ing from memory; and alfo by his new in- 
vention of playing blindfold, without either 
C2 {eeing 
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feeing or being inks the moves, but only by 
feeling the pieces.” | 

This Doétor. Aleffandro alels has enti- 
tled the ‘Third Book of his: Work, Apologia 
contro. Pietro Carrera, who, ‘it feems; had 
in bis Treatife, mentioned a perfon who 
played at Chefs blindfold, without naming 
him. . This was Sa/vio himfelfp of whofe 
Book Carrera was already in poffeffion.: : 

Carrera fays, that Zerone, Medrano, and 
Ruy Lopez, (all Spaniards); and’ Mangio- 
lino of Florence, of whom mention is’ made 
in the Commentari dt Rafael: Volaterrano, 
anno 1400, played from memory :. as did 
likewife Paolo Bot, of Syracufa, with three 
Chefs-boards, 

Key/fler, in his account of Turin, in 1749, 
fays: ‘*, The late Father. Sacchiert of - Turin; 
was a remarkable inftance of the ftrengthof 
human underftanding, particularly that fa- 
culty of the foul, we term memory. He 
could play at Chefs with three different) per- 
fons at the fame time, even without feeing 
any one of the Chefs-boards. He required 


no 
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no more than that his fubftitute fhould tell 
him what piece his antagonift had moved; and 
Sacchtert could direct what ftep was to be 
taken on his fide, holding at the fame time 
converfation with the company prefent. If 
any difpute arofe about the place, where 
any piece fhould be, he could tell every 
move*that had been made, not only by him- 
felf, but by his antagonift from the begin- 
ning@“of the game; and, in this manner, in- 
conteftably decide ‘the proper place of the 
piece... This ‘uncommon dexterity at the 
game of ‘Chefs, appears. to me, almoft the 
greateftvinftante that.can be produced of a 
furprifing memory.” 

Verct fays, §* Father: Sacchierz, Lecturer 
of Mathematics in’ Pavia, played to perfec- 
tion.on four Chefs+boards atthe fame time.” 

Mr. Philidor’s performances in this way, 
fhall be mentioned hereafter. 

Ozanam, in the Preface to his Mathema- 
tical Recreations, fays, ‘‘ An infallible method 
of conquering at Chefs, is not abfolutely im- 
poflible; nobody has hitherto difcovered it, 
273 and 
































[. war] 
and I believe, it never will be difcovered; 
becaufe it depends on too great a number of 
combinations.” 

In the 376th Number of the Craftfman, 
Lord Harvey fays, ‘‘ Chefs is the only game, 
perhaps, which is played at for nothing ; 
and yet warms the blood and brain as much 
as if the gamefters were contending for the 
deepeft flakes. No perfon ‘eafily forgives 
himfelf who lofes, though. to.a fuperior 
player. . No perfon is ever known to flatter 
at this game, by underplaying himfelf. It 
is certain, this play is an. exercifel of the un- 
derftanding. It is a contention, who has 
the moft folid brain ; who,can lay the deep- 
eft and wifeft defigns. It is, therefore, 
rarely known, that a perfon of great vivacity 
and quicknefs, or one of very flow parts, is a 
mafter of this game.’ 

John Lydgate, the Monk of St. Ed: 
mund{bury, calls the Queen Fers, from the 
Perfian Pherz, Vifier; from’ thence: the 
French Vierge; Lady or Queen... The word 
Alphillus, ufed by the old Latin Poets, from 

which 
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which the French Auphin, Dauphin, is the 
Perfian PAd/, Elephant, which the Author 
of Le Roman de la Rofe, calis Fo/; this 
name is ftill retained in modern French: 
Rabelais calls it Archer. ‘The Englith, 
Danes, and Portuguefe term it Bz/bop; the 
Germans, Laufer, Runner; the Spaniards, 
Afil ; the modern Italians d/fere, Enfign. 
Damiano, calls it De/fizo; the German term 
for the knight is Springer, Leaper; in the 
other languages, it is fynonymous with Ca- 
vaher. The Germans and Dutch:call the 
Pawns, Bauren, Boeren, or Peafants. ‘The 
Spanith phrafe for Ceck-mate, is Xaque y 
Mate; and in other tongues, it is nearly fi- 
milar. 

This Lydgate, about the year 1408, wrote 
a Poem on Love, which he dedicated to 
the admirers of the Game-fapal of Chelle, 
from which the following extract is pre- 
ferved by Dr. Hyde. 


Co cll falkus vertucufe, 

that gentil ben and ameroufe, 

mbicn iave the fair plea notable, 

ofthe GQheile mort delevrable, 
“a 
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whith all fer Boole full entente, , 
to them this Ooke p inl pe nite ; 
where Spee fonbde etal’ one, 





inte a corner a 12.and maat. 
: In the fecond volume, in 8yvo, of the 
Modern Univerfal Hiftory, I find, “ Al 
Amin Khalif, of Bagdad, and his freedman 
Kuthar, were playing at Chefs without the 


leaft apprehenfion of any impending danger, 


jet 


when Al Mamiun’s forces pufhed the fiege of 
Bagdad with fo much vigour, that the city 


was upon the point of being carried by af 


= 


prot 


STN panera Bt yet Hyde quotes an Arabic Hiftory 
of the Saracens, which fays, that on this 
occafion he cried out, when he was warned 
of his danger, “‘ Let mealone ! for I fee Check- 
mate againft Kuthar.” 

It is further recounted of him, that « He 
commanded the different Provinces of the 
empire to fend to his Court all. fuch per= 
fons as were the molt expert, at Chefs, to 


t 


whom he allowe d penfions, and pafied the 


moft ish Geib Te part of his time among 


them.” ‘This was about the year 808. 
Sir 
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*¢ Sir Charles Blount, afterwards:-Earl-of 
Devonthire, a. very comely young .man, 
having diftinguifhed himfelf at a tilt, her 
Majefty, Queen Elizabeth, fent him a Chefs- 
queen of gold enameied, which he tied upon 
his arm with a crimfonribband. Effex per- 
ceiving it, faid with affected fcorn, <‘ Now 
I perceive every fool _muift havea favour !” 
On this, Sir Charles challenged, fought him 
in Marybone-park, difarmed, and wounded 
him in the thigh.”” —- From Bacon’s papers, 
as quoted by Mr. Walpole, in his Royal-and 
Nobke Authors of England. 

Warton, in his Effayon Pope, fays, ‘‘ The 
game of Chefs, that admirable effort of the 
human mind, was by them (7. ¢., the Sara- 
cens) invented.” 3 

The Spaniards fay, that the game of Chefs 
is of ule, para deflegmar un hombre—which 
may be rendered to dephlegmatize a man. 

The 24th and 25th Chapters of the fifth 
Book of Rabelais, are thus entitled, Comment 
feut Jacl ung bal joyeulx en forme de Tournay. 
Comment les trente deux Pe or fonnaiges du bal 
combattent. To which I réfer the reader, 


who 






























f 26 ] 
who will therein find a defcription of three 
games at Chefs, played with living men and 
women. 

Dr. Hyde fays, “* Don John of Auttria, 
had a chamber in which was a checquered 
pavement of black and white marble: Upon 
this, living men moved under his: direction, 
according to-the laws of Chefs.” 

‘<The fame thing is told of-a Duke of 
Weimar, who in {quares of white and black 
marble, played at Chefs with real foldiers. 

‘© The Indians, when their pawn has at- 
tained the line of the adverfary’s pieces, if it 
fteps into the Queen's, Bifhop’s, Knight’s, 
or Rook’s houfes, becomes that Officer 
whofe ftation he has taken ; provided fuch 
a one has previoufly been loft, otherwife the 
pawn muft be endeavoured to be protected 
till the requifite vacancy happens.” This 
appears to be a reafonable rule. 

Mr. Coxe, who was in Ruffa in 179s. 
fays, ‘‘ Chefs is fo common in Rufra, that 
during our continuance at Mofcow, I {carcely’ 
entered into any company where parties were 

not 
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baal 
not engaged in that diverfion; and I very 


frequently obferved in my paffage through | 
the ftreets, the tradefmen and common peo- 





ple playing it before the doors of their fhops 
or houfes. The Ruffians are efteemed 
great proficients in Chefs. With them. the 
Queen has, in addition to the other moves, 
that of the Knight, which, according to Phi- 
lidor, {poils the game, but which certainly 
renders it more complicated and difficult, 
and of courfe more interefting. The Ruf 
fians have alfo another method of playing at 
Chefs, namely, with four perfons at the fame 
time, two againi{t two; and for this purpofe, 
the board is larger than ufual, contains more 
men, and is provided with a greater number 
of fquares. I was informed thatthis method 
was more difhcult, but far more agreeable 
than the common game.” 

The ancient foreign methods of caftling, 
(roguer) are now no longer obferved: thus 
almoft all the games, and curious cafes given 


in the old Italian books, are at prefent to- 
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tally ufelefs : ¢ and oes -— it is unneceffary 
to deferibe thofe m 10ds. 

About the year 1610, ‘Thomas Middle: 
ton, publifhed a,Comedy, which: he: called # 
Gameat, Chefs; this, is a imall Quarto, of 
68 pages, in profe, rhyme, and blank verfe, 
The frontifpiece, which is tolerably well 
drawn. and engraven, is horizontally divided ; 
the upper part reprefents two Kings, .two 

Jueens, a fat Bifhop, a white Bifhop, and 
two. Knights fitting at a table, whereon is a 
Chefs-board. The lower part contains three 


ficures, thus nam ids fat eee labelled, 


eg 
5 
a | 
10 


a 
keepe your diftance: Black Knight, a letter 
fron Ais Holyne ; me white Knight, Check- 


mate by difcovery.... On. this frontifpiece is 
engraven, 4 game at Chiefs, as it was ached nine 
Days together at the Globe.on the Banks fide. 

I have fe en four copies of this Play, in one 


of which is this manufcript note ; the fat 
Bifbop ‘was Antonio de Dominis; he was 


mafter of the Savoy and Dean of Winder, 
two eafy begzarly preferments. And in an- 


other copy, the fat gentleman is called Bifhop 
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of Spalatra; and the black’ Knight, Gonda- 
mar, who was Ambaffador from’ the‘ Court 
of Spain ‘to that of James I.* ’ The'follow- 
ing Extraéts will fhow the nature of this 
Drama, which appears. to be.without a plot. 
PR; OF OAs UO Bea, | 
WHAT of the game, call’d Chefs-play, can be made 
‘Yo make a Stage-play, fhall this day be play’d. 
¥irft, you thall fee the men in order fet, 
States, and their Pawnes, when both the fides are 
met, 
“The houfes well diftinguifh’d: in the game 
Some men entrapt, and taken to their fhame, 
Rewarded by their play : And in the clofe, 
You fhall fee Checque-mate given to vertues foes. 
But the fair’{t jewel, that our hopes can decke, 
Is, fo to play our game, t?awoid your checke. 
Lhe Induction. Enter Ignatius, (de Loyola) dif- 
covering Errour fleeping. | 
Enter feverally in order of Game, the White and 


Black Hou/fes. 
[ 4éus Primus. S:ene Prima. 


Enter feveraliy Waite Queen's. Pawnes, and Black 
Queens Pawnes. 
[ Aus Secundus. Scena Prima. 
To the Black Bifhops Pawne thefe, 
«© Pawne fufficiently holy, but unmea- 
farably politike, we had late intelligence from 


our 








our moft induftrious fervant, (famous in al] 
parts of Europe), our Knight of the Black- 
houfe, that:you have at this inftant in chafe, 
the White Queen’s Pawne; and very likely, 
(by the carriage of your game), to entrap 
and take her, _Thefe are, therefore, to re- 
quire you, (by the. burning affection I bear 
to the rape of devotion) that fpeedily upon 
the furprifall of her, by all watchfull advan- 
tages, you' make fome attempt upon the 
White Queen’s perfon, whofe fall or profti- 
tution, our luft moft violently rages for.” 
Scena Seeunda.| Enter Fat Bifhop and bis Pawne, &c. 

The refiections this Comedy contained 
again{ft the Church of Rome, occafioned the 
Spanith faction to. get it f{upprefled by order 
of King James the Firft; andsby the influ- 
ence of his Queen, the Poet himfelf was 
committed to prifon, where he remained 
fome time, but at length obtained his liberty 
by this whimfical petition to the King. 


A harmlefs game, coin’d only for delight, 
‘Was play’d’twixt the Black Houfe and the White. 


The 
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The White Houfe won’; yet {till the Black doth 

_ brag, 14 

Shey had the power to put me in the bag... _ 

Ufe but your Royal hand, ’twill fet me free, 

’Tis but removing of 2 man—that’s me. 

In'1734, a periodical paper was publith- 
ed in the Dutch language at Amfterdam, by 
Mr. Juftus Van Effen, entitled De Ho/- 
landfthe Spectator. As this work has never 
been tranflated, I thall infert the following 
free tranflation of one of thofe papers. 

Being at the houfe. of Mr. A. with two 
friends ; after dinner we fat down to a pool 
at Picquet ; jutt as we had begun to play, 
our landlord’s nephew joined us, and imme- 
diately exprefied his aftonifhment, that per- 
fons of our age and underftanding, could mit- 
pend their time in fhuflling, dealing, throw- 
ing out and picking up again, a parcel of 
children’s prints ; and according to the event 
of fuch a divifion, pay or receive each other’s 
money. 

We thanked him for his favourable opi- 
nion of our underftanding: but his uncle 
afked him, where he had learnt fuch polite- 
8 nefs, 
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nefs; as: to praife people for their Rood fenfe ; 
and, at the fame time infinuate, that he took 
them for fools. Now, continued he, were 
I to tell you, I am aftonithed that you can 
fit a whole evening with your brain on the 
rack, only to move little images from place 
to place, on a fquare-board; not in hopes of 
any ‘pecuniary advantage, but from a defire 
of being thought more fubtle than your an- 
taconift ; ‘would it not be the fame thing, as 
if I told you, that I confidered Chefs-play- 
ers as fools ; and you, who own you would 
neglect your meals in purfuit of this game, 
ds one of the greateft ? 

I don’t know, replied | Hes nephew’ Hitt 
you can compare Cards with Chefs ;>as at 
Cards, many filly women and ahitteen are, 
frequently winners; whereas, to play at 
Chefs, requires.a mathematical genius, * and, 
the victory is to be afcribed folely to.one’s, 
own ikill, and by no means to blind chance. 
I even doubt, whether playing well.at Chefs 
is not a ftep towards being a, good, general : 


at any rate, it is efteemed fo noble a game, 


as 
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us to be the object. of glory tather than of 
gain. His uncle replied, it may be fo; but 
what have you to fay in excufe for your- 
felf, when you play with Mr. L. who gives 
you the Queen arid a Kniight ? Many women, 
and even boys are to be met with, who ap-= 
parently fhew as much judgment in the con- 
duct of their game, as the wifeft man. The 
mathematical genius which you require; I 
e{teem as nothing ; becaufe I am acquainted 
with many who know not even the meaning 
of the word mathematicks;and who; notwith- 
{tanding, conquer many mathematicians. He 
who poflefles a good memoria localis, and 
who plays by routime, will always win the 
game of another, whofe vivacity leads him 
from his original plan. You fay, that in 
this your favourite game; the victory is to 
be afcribed folely to your fuperior penetra 
tion: you ought to have added, to the 
miftakes of your antagonilt; or to chance, 
becaufe between equal players, if they both 
play correctly, he who has the move will 
win the game; and to determine who is to 
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often deceitful. 
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i have this firft move, it is cuftomary, either 
fee to take a black pawn in one hand, and a 
- | ) white one in the other, and let the antagonift 
| by guefling the colour, determine which 
| hand is to play firft; or to twirl a piece on 
ae the board, and the black or white fquare on 
which it refts, decides which colour 1s, to 
have the precedence. I fhall not attempt to 
inveftigate, in what manner Chefs can be a 
{chool in miniatute of the art of war, as the 
folly of the comparifon. is evident; for tho’ 
you make your attacks, defend yourfelf, and 
endeavour to conquer your adverfary, thefe 
manceuvres are all practifed in fo {mall a 
compafs, and with fo trifling a difference in 
the difpofition of the pieces, when compared 
with the. evolutions of war, that there ap- 
pears to be no other fimilitude than in the 
attack. and defence: And fincein war, as in 
every thing elfe, many-events happen which 
make it neceflary to act from appearances, 
I may venture to aflirm, 
that cards enable. us to form better notions 
of war than Chefs can do; as in the latter, 
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L 
muft always regulate our play from pofitive 
evidence, and not according to reafonable 
prefumption, 

Chefs, continued he, is frequently played 
at for money; and, indeed, the playing for 
money, or for nothing, can neither increafe 
nor diminith the merit of any game. 

Cards and Backgammon, are the inven» 
tions of intelligent perfons, as well as Chefs 
and Draughts. They faw that the bow 
muft not always be bent, and that it is better 
to be employed about trifles, than to remain 
idle. 

Theold gentleman thus proceeded to ha- 
rangue his nephew: You muft remember, 
for it was very lately, that I came to your 
houfe, one evening, and found you playing 
at Chefs with Mr. B. You had won the 
firft game, which had rendered you {fo info- 
lent, that you treated him like a child, who 
ought to go to fchool to take more leffons 
before he attempted to play with fuch a 
mafter-as yourfelf. But in the fecond game, 
your crowing sand puffing were foon at an 
D2 end ; 



















a, 
end; you ca/led injudicioufly, after which, 
in half a dozen moves, Mr. B. check-mated 
you. Thus your pride had a fall; and tho’ 
your antagonift was as even-tempered aftet 
his conqueft, as he had been after his defeat, 
you was evidently vexed ; grew peevith, loft 
the three following games, and then left off 
playing fo very abruptly, that I was afhamed 
of your behaviour. You bore your difcom- 
fiture with fo bad a grace, that at fupper, 
you was incapable of converfation ; and, as I 
SOSH {colded the fervant for having,: as 
you thought, neglected to fet the falt on the 
table, though it ftood before your eyes.— 
Your fifter told us, fhe dreaded to fee you 
bring out your Chefs-board. When you 
von, you would never leave off till the fup- 
per was either te or cold ; and when you 
loft, the pieces were, indeed, foon put into 
the box again, but then there was an end of 
all your good temper and chat for that even- 
ing. Thefe are the confequences,of that 
noble game, wherein the viclory 1s to be afcrib- 
ed folely to one’s own fkill, and by no means 
to 
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yates 
to blind chance. And -why? Becaufe the lofs 


is to be imputed merely to one’s own igno- 
rance or inadvertency ; therefore, we rather 
prefer amufing ourfelves with fuch games as 
may be called relaxations, and that do not 
require the brain to be fo much on the 
ftretch, as to be incapable of attending to 
any thing elfe. Befides our felf-love is not 
fo much interefted in winning or lofing a 
little money by chance, as your’s which is 
elated with the idea of being more acute, or 
deprefled with the difgrace of being more 
fupid than your adverfary. 

Here the young gentleman thus inter- 
rupted him-— What, though at one time I 
may, perhaps, not fee the game well, yet 
at another, I may probably not be fo dull, 
for I remember, that the dav after, I won 
fix games fucceffively of Mr. B. 

Ha! ha! replied the uncle, then ’tis 
pity but you fhould have your nativity cat, 
in order to know your lucky and unlucky 


days. 
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But before we drop the fubject, I have 
only to obferve, that 1 do not defpife Chefs, 
but efteern it to be a good paftime, provided 
we do not make ourfelves flaves to it. The 
proper time to play at Chefs, appears to me 
to be when the mind is too much elevated 
by the fucceffion of lively pleafures, in order 
to compofe it by that kind of ftudy: and, 
on the contrary, when the mind is as it 
were deadened by the long attention to any 
ferious employment, I fhould prefer cards, 
er any fuch light amufement, which will 
admit of laughing and talking. In a word, 
I only require, that no man thould make his 
own diverfion fo much his hoboy-horfe, as to 


induce him to defpife that of another. 





In Strutt’s View of the Manners and Cuf- 
toms of the Engh/b, 1 find the following 


Cc 


quotation from an old Manufcript, in the 
Fiarleian Library. 

Cdijen thev had opned, as Gf pou by. 

Words and Hooves vede to plape ; 

Some to Cablis, and fomera dheffe, 
Calith othir gamys more and leffe. 
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‘The Danes were very fond of Chefs and 
Dice, for Bifhop Etheric coming to Canute 
the Great, about midnight upon urgent bu- 
finefs, found the King and his courtiers en- 
gaged at play ; ; fome.at Dice, and others at 
Chefs. 

The game of Chefs was then in great 
efteem. Daniel, in his Colle&tion, tells us the 
following ftory of Prince Henry, the young- 
eft fon of the Conqueror, afterwards Henry 
the Firft, who, with his brother Robert, 

rent to the court of the French king, where 
tieh were well entertained: ‘* and upon an 
after dinner, fays he, Prince Henry wan fo 
much at Chefle of Louis, the king’s eldeft 
fon, as hee growing into choller, called him 
the fonne of a baftard, and threw the Chefie 
in his face. Henry takes up the Cheile- 
board, and ftrake Louis with that force as 
drew bloud, and had killed him, had not his 
brother Robert come in the meane time, and 


interpofed himfelfe; whereupon, t hey iud- 


i) 






denly took horfe, and gat away. 
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In an old Poem of the life and aéts of 
Richard the Firft, is this verte, 


And king Lichard (fode and plenr, 
Att the Cheffe zn his galey. 


In the Paffonate Madman of Beaumont 
and Fletcher, a perfon fays, 
Or may I thrive ag I deferve at Billiards ; 
No otherwife at Chefs, or at Primero. : 
Dryden has mentioned Chefs, in his fong 
on the young Statefmen, 1680, thus, 


So have I feen a King on Chefs, 
(His Rooks and Knights withdrawn, 
His Queen and Bifhops in diftrefs) 
Shifting about, grow lefs and lefs, 
With here and there a Pawn. 


Prior, in his 4/ma, fays, 


And Cards are dealt, and Chefs-boards brought, 
To eafé the pain of coward thought. 


In Languet’s Chronicle, contimued by Cooper, 
1560, is this paflage, 


Che game of Cheffe about this feajon, (A. C. 264.) 
was Beuifed Or Mole men, to mitigate the myndes o¢ 
Hertes of trans. 


Luigi 
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Luigi Pulci, in his Morgante Maggiore, 
fays, 





—o —— Gridava il gigante : 
Tu fei qui, Ré de Naibi, o di Scacchi, — 
Col mio battaglio convien ch’io t’ammacchi, 


An Account of moft of the Books, 
which have been publifhed on CuEss. 


The firft book which was written on 
Chefs, was by ‘facopo Dacctefole, a Domini- 
can friar ; I cannot afcertain the precife time 
in which he lived. 

Dr. Hyde, fays, ‘* facobus de Ce/folhs, 
wrote a moral book of Chefs, before A. D. 
1200,” entitled, De Moribus Hominum, ©& 
Offctis Nobilium; and that it was tranflated 
into German verfe by Conrad Ammenhbujfen, 
a Monk of Sfettin, in 1337. 

Verci fays, that the original work was 
written either in Latin or in French; that 
the Latin manufcript is {till preferved in the 
Library of the Seminary in Padua ; and that 
the firft Italian edition was printed at Florence 
in 1493, in quarto ; and the fecond at Venice 


in 1534, in octayo. 
The 
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The. only. .copy-Ishave {feen, is the above 


2 } AS eet ee en 1c 
mentioned Florence edition, which is in the 


King’s Library, itis’ a {mall quarto of 15 


4 


sages, thus entitled, 


A 


e * oF nf . 
Incomincia un tractato gente, & uti 


virtu del ginocho degh Seacht (10e tntitolato ae 
coftum@ deglbuonine deghufitn de nodilt : 
compojio, pel reverédo macfire Facopo dacciefole 
dell: ordine de frats.preaicatort. 

As this is the. moft ancient book on the 
fubject, and that Caxton tranflated it literally, 
a farther account.of i#may not prove umac- 
ceptable, 

It. is printed in the common. Roman type, 
and-i3 ornamented -with thirteen-.prints: from 
engravings “in wood; the outlines. only are 
exprefled, without. fhade ; and are tolerably 


drawn: the frontifpiece, which is repeated as 


a tail-piece, reprefents two men. playing at 


>a 
© 
am 
yw 
ab) 


king on his throne is obferving 
them, and four more: {peCtators are ftanding 
bys The other» prints, are the King on a 
throne, witha crown on his head, the {ceptre 


hand, and a globe in his left. 
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The Queen on a chair, with a mantle of 
Hrmine, 

L’ Alfine, a man fitting ona chair with 
an open book in his hand, reprefenting a 
Lawyer ; as there two of thefe pieces in the 
game,.the book fays, That he on the white 
{quare is for Civil, and he on the black one 
for Criminal cafes. The Knights, horfe« 
men, armed cap-d-pied, The Rooks, Le- 
gates, or Vicars, men on horfeback totally 
unarmed. The firft Pawn which ftands be- 
fore the King’s Rook is a Hufbandman, 
with his bill in his right hand, and in the 
left a wand, to guide his oxen and flocks, 
and a pruning knife at his girdle. 

The fecond Pawn placed before the King’s 
Knight, is a Smith with a hammer in one 
hand, and a trowel in the other, clothed in 
a feaman’s jacket. 

The King’s Bifhop’s Pawn, is a man with 
a pair of fheers in one hand, a knife in the 
other, an inkftand hanging at his button, 
and a pen ftuck behind his right ear, 


The 
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penises 
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The King’s Pawn has a pair.of feales in 
his right hand, in his lefta meafuring wand, 
and a purfe of money hanging at his waift- 
band. 

The Queen’s Pawn, is a man feated in an 
armed chair, with a book in one hand, and 
in the other a vial; various chirurgical in- 
{truments are {tuck in his girdle. ‘This per- 
fonage reprefents a Phyfician, who to be 
perfect, as the book ‘fays, ought to be a 
grammarian, logician, rhetorician, aftrolo- 
ger, arithmetician, geometrician, and mu- 
fician. 

The Queen Bifhop’s Pawn, is ‘a man 
ftanding at his own door, with a glafs of 
wine in one hand, a loaf of bread in the 
other, and a bunch of keys at his girdle, re- 
prefenting an Inn-keeper. 

The Queen’s Knight’s Pawn, with two 
large keys in one hand, a pair of compaffes in 
the other, and an open purfe at his waitt. 

The eighth and laft Pawn, is a man with 

his hair difhevelled, ragged sidont four dice 
in his right sai a cruft of bread in his 


left; 
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left, anda letter pouch fufpended from his 
fhoulders. 

The Book is divided into twenty-four 
Chapters; the three firft give an account 
when, and how the game was invented: the 
five following contain a defcription of the 
pieces; the next eight, of the pawns; and the 
Jaft eight, of their moves. After which are 


{ome verfes, which begin thus : 


Legegi lettore con l’animo altiero, 
Quel che contiene quefto bel uilume : 
Giuoco di Scachi non ea dir il vero, 
Ma regola di uita e buon coftume, 

Di viver lieto e d’animo fincero, 

f poi cercare quello eterno lume, &c. 


The conclufion is: 

‘* Adunche ricorriamoacolui il quale e, vir- 
tude & gratie, da cui procede ogni gratia & 
virtude, che anoi alquale ha dato per modo 
che habbiamo faputo dire alcua cofa, fopra il 
giuoco degli Scachi ad honore de nobili, ci 
© 
dia gratia in quefta prefente uita che noi 

offiamo con lui, perpetualmente uiuere & 
P » perp 
regnare in. fecula feculorum. men.” 
Impreffo in Fireze per Maeftro Antonio Mifcomini, 
Anno! MCCCCLXXXXIII. 
Adi primo di Marzo, 
The 
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The next Book on Chefs was printed in 
1474, by W. Caxton; and according to 
Ames’ s Typographical Antiquities, was the firft 
book printed in England, though the Editors 
of the Encyclopcedia printed at Edinburgh 
fay, there is a {mall quarto volume of forty- 
one leaves in the public Library at Cams 
bridge, entitled, Expoficio Sanéti Jeronimi 
in Simbolum Apoftolorum ad Papam Lau- 
rentium. Imprefia Oxonie & finita, Anno 
Domini, MCCCCLXVIII: xvii die Decem- 
bris. 

This is faid to have been printed with 
wooden types, but Caxton was the firft who 
printed with metal types. 

The new edition of Ames, 1785, aug- 
mented by Wm. Herbert, fays, 

‘* This Book on Chefs, has been compar- 
ed with’ Recuedl des Hiflories de Troyes 
1464, as well as with the tranflation thereof 
by Caxton, printed at Cologne, 1471, and a 
perfect refemblance found between them in 
the manner of printing, not only the page 
itfelf, but the number of lines in a pages 


the length, breadth, and the intervals be~ 
tween 
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tween the lines are alike. It was originally 
written in Latin: by Jacobus de Cefolis: 
tranflated into French by Jehan de Vignay, 
a Monk Hofpitalar; and from this vetfion, 
Caxton tranflated his edition.” Itis a {mall 
folio, of 144 pages, beginning thus : 

@o the right noble right ereelient and 
bertuous prince George Buc of Clarence 
Erle of Wartypkh and of Salishurpe greece 
Chamberlapn of Englonde and feutenant of 
sjretond. oldef breder of Kunge Cstvara, 
Gp the grace of god Rynge of England and 
of France, &c. 

ChHerflore F have put me mdevour to tranf- 
late a fitpll book fate comen in ta mpi 
Handes out of fren in to englifthe in which 
“4 fpndte thauctorites. dictees. and Mories of 
auntient Dociours Dbhilofophes WDocres 
and of other twpfe men twhiche been re- 


counted and applied unto Chelle, dcc. 
The number and contents of the Chap- 


ters, are precifely the fame as in the afore~ 
mentioned book of Dacctefole. 


The 
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The eight Pawns, as before defcribed, aré 
thus named : 
PHabourers and tilinge of the erthe 
Simothis and other werkes in pronand metalt 
Drapers and niakers of cloth and notaries 
IMarchantes and chaungers 
Pijificpens and cirugiens, and apotecaries 
Cabverners and hottelers 
@ardes of the cities and tollers and cuffomerg 
Ribauldes players at opfe and the meffagers 


The conclufion of this Book, is as fol- 
lows: being three pages and a half, each of 
31 lines, exactly copied from the original, 
which is in the King’s Library. 


#or ag irieche ag twe fee and Knolve rhat 
the memorpe of the peple ig not retentpf bur 
right forgetefull then fone Here longe talig 
Ehiftorpes twhiche thep can not alle retepie 
in her mpnde or recorac, therefore 4 have 
put in this prefent Chapitre all p* chpnges 
abovelapde as fhortip ag Gf have conne, 
#irkt this plape or game Was founden in 
the tpme of emimerodach Kpnge of Babr- 


Jone, and exerfes the philofopher other= 
) inpfe 
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40 J 
fupfe named philometer fonde bit, and the 
caufe op, Was for the correction of rhe 
kpnge Ipke ag bit apperity in the the firlt 
chapitres, for the faid kpnge twas fo tpran- 
nous and felon that he might Cnffre no cove 
rection, but flewe them and dive do put hens 
to beth, that corrected Hypm, and had than oo 
put to eth manp right tuple men. Shan 
the peple bepnge forctulll and rpghe ewpll 
plefia of this eupll [pf of the Runge prapa 
and requpred the tie a wie ae He Wwelie 
reprpte and telle the ipnge of Hig falpe, and 
than the philofopher anfwerd rhat he tholte 
be debe pt he fo vide, and the pepie fand to 
Hp, certes tau oughtel fonner wille ro dpe 
ta thende that tip rename mpg ht come to the 
peple, thaw the tpt of rhe Rpnge held conrpe 
nite in eupll for lacke of thpcouncepll, ov bp 
fawit of reprefenfion of the, ov that thon 
bari not Beso and fhelwe, chat zt u fait. 
And toban the nhilofepher herd this he pro- 
mifsR to the peple pe he wold put Opin ia 
Deuopr to correcte Lom, and than he Began 
ta thpnke im tobat maner be myght efrage 
E 
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fhe aeth and kepe to rhe peple his promefic, 

ana than chug be made in this maner And 

orbepned thefehequer of Ivitit. popnts as 

js afore fap, and did Bo inake the forme ot 
chequers af gold and filmer jit fumapne fp- 
gure after the facpons and formes as Wwe 
fave Dpbpfin and fHelwid to pow to fore mm 
thepr chapitres, and ordepned rhe moeupnge 
ana theliate after that it is faid in the chaz 
pitres of thefehefles Bnd whan the philofos 
pher had, thus ordepned the plape or game, 
and char hit pletid alle them that fatw bit, on 
a tpine as the philofapher plapa on hit, the 
kpnge cam and fain Hit and vefired to plape 
at this gaine, and than che pplofopher be= 
gait tenfeigne ana teche the kypnae the ference 
of the plape € the draughtes. Hapnge to 
hom fprit how the kpnge ought to habe in 
Hpmfel€ pytic. nebonairte and rightwif= 
nes as hit ig fait to fore in the chapitre of 
the kynge QWnd he enfepgned to him the 
effate of the guene and what maners the 
ought to habe and than of the alpbpns as 
councepllours and juges of the ropame end 
atter 


—_ ™ _—- esr bt bb LFS O HH et} 2 HMRI tekst ath bit hsantaliseatss 
SSeS Saks ils one UNH naas ce oh Heh Re CES Sue rae ee esitbesratetstoratetebet rere Rte ERTS EGE 
























Ca ea 

after the nature of the knpghtes, how then 
ought to be Wile. tree and curteps and 
alle the ordre of knpahthode and than after, 
the nature of the bicaires & rooks ag hit 
apperprh in their chaypitre Ind after this 
How the compn pepie ought to goo eche in 
His office, and how thep oughe to ferbe the 
nobles. And whan the philofopter had thus 
tauggt and enfeigned the Kpuge and bis no=z 
Hies bp the maner of the plape and had re= 
p.bended Hpme of his cupil maners, the 
Kypnge demanded Hpm upon papne of deh to 
elle Hyin the caule whp and inberfore he 
had made & founden rhps plape and game 
and what thpnge meupd him thertos, and 
than the philofonher conttrapned by fere and 
breve anfluerd rhat he bad prompfid to the 
peple which had requpred Hom that he tholr 
correcte and reprife the kpnge of bis enplt 
Yiees, but for as noche as he Doubrid the 
beth and Had feen that the Kynge dide da Nee 
the fages & twpfe men, that were fo hardy to 
Blame hpin of his viees, he was in orete 
angupiie € {orowe, bolv be myght fonde a 
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maner ro correcte € reprebende the kpuge, 
and to fase his olven Ipf, and rhus he 
thought fonge and fuaped that he fonde 
thys game or plape, tobich be hath do fette 
forth for to amende and correcte rhe pt of 


| the Runge and tachange fig manerg, and he 


adioutien with all that he bad founten this 
gaine for fo moche ag the lordes and nobles 
Habondpnge in delpees € richeilis, and en= 
jopige rhe temporell peas holt cicheme p- 
dienes bp plapuge of this game, and for te 
gybe hem cafe to lene Her penkitues and 
forowes, in aupfonge € Nudppnge this 
game, And iwhan the kpnge had hero all 
rhpfe cautes, he thought that the pbhilolo- 
pher had founde a good mancer of correction, 
And than he thanketh hym gretip, and chug 
bp rhenfepgnement and lernpuge of rhe php- 
{ofopher he changin bis Ipf bis maners € 
allie his enpll condicions Wns bp hig maner 
Hit Haypend that the kpnge that to fore 
time had Ben bicpougs and difordpnate im 
his liupng twas made julic. and berivous. 
aebonapre, graciong and full of berries 
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unto alfe peple, and a man that lpbprh in 
this World iorthowt iertues linerh netas a 
nan bur as a Bele, Qn therfore nip right 
redoubred lord j prap almighty god tofane 
the Kpug our foucrain lord & ta gpbe bpm 
grace to pilue as akpnge € raBounde in all 
bertucs, and to be affified twith all other his 
lordes in fuch tovfe pt Gis noble repame of 
Cngiond map profpere € habounde in ber= 
tues, and pt Chine map Be efehetord inftice 
Kepte, the ropame defended good men re= 
warden malefactours punplhin & the pdle 
penleto be put to laboure that he topth rhe 
novices of the ropame map regne glorioufip 
in couguerpnge bis righttull enberitaunce, 
that verrap peas any charite map endure in 
bothe his ropames, ant that marchanbife map 
faue his cours in fiche wile that exerp 
man efehetoe (pune, and encrefe in bertuoug 
Brcupacions, Prapnge pour geot grace to 
reffepbe this litpll and fpmaie bosk made 
unter the hore and Hadolwe of pour noble 
protection bp him chat is pour mot hum- 
bie ferbant, in gree and thanke Wnd 7 Mall 
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[54 ] 
prap almighty god for pour fog Ipf € toel= 
fare which he preferue Bnd fende pow rhacz 
compliftfement of pour Hpe noble. jopoug 
and. vertuoug defirs Qmen:,: Fpnplthin 
the lafi Dap of Davehe the per of ourlord god, 
a. thoufand foure henderd and Irriiit.*.:.3.3 


The only copy of the fecond edition 
which I have feen, wants the title and the 
firft chapter : it was in the poflefiion of Mr. 
Edwards of Pall-Mall. The initial capi- 
tals are not fupplied: thofe in the firft edi- 
tion appear to have been painted in red, 
after the book was printed. ‘This fecond 
edition, feems to be exatly fimilar to the 
firft, excepting that a preface is added, a-pa- 
ragraph retrenched from the conclufion, and 
another inferted in its place: and that it is 
decorated with feventeen prints from en- 
gravings in wood, much like thofe in Fra, 
Sfacopo’s book. | 

The preface and concluding paragraph are 
as follows : 

Che holp appofile and dotour of the 
peple Sapnt poule fapth in big eppiile. Atle 


nsaleatloneehs Ai titeneh haus iuinlgguataauinelicn te het aT 
lailaiat mre sPepeeee siete . 





























ee ROASSNSONGRRGL I SNAP SaARD IS 








[ 55 
that igfurpten is wrpten untoour Dotrpne 
and forour feroping. Ciberfore manp no- 
bie clerkes have cndevopied them to wyte 
and compyle many notable werkps and 
Hifforyes to the ende that itmipght come to 
the knowledge anv underfiondpng of fuche 
as ben panoraunt. of which the nombre is 
infenpte, and accodpnyg to the fame faith 
Salamon. that the nombre of foles. ig in- 
fenpte, andemong alle other good werkps. 
it ig a werke of rpabt {pectal recomenda- 
cion to enforme. and to late underfonde 
wopledom and vertuc unto them chat be not 
lernpo ne can not Dptcerne wypldom fro 
folpe. Chene emonge whom there was an 
ercelient dotour of Dpupnyte in the ropame 
of frautice of the ordre of tbofpptal of fapnet 
johns of jbevulalem twhiche entended the 
fame and path mage a book of the chefle 
moalpled. which at fuch tpmeas j tuas re- 
Goent in brudgys in the counte of flaun: 
Vers cam into mp Handes, whiche whan 
j had redde and guetfeen, me femed ful 
neceflarpe foz-0 be Had in engliffpe, and 

an efchetwing Of polenes. And to thende 
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that fome which have not feen it, ne unz 
Derfionde frenth ne latyn.. j velybered in 
mpfelf to tranflate it inte our maternal 
fonge. and wpen j bad achepyoed the fain 
ftanflacion j DID boo {ett in empapnte a 
Ceriepn nombre of theypm. tobhich anong 
were Denellhed and folve. CAberfore bp 
Caute this faid boke igs ful of bolfon wpte- 
joi and tequylpte unte euerp efate and 
pegtee. j bave purpofen te emprpnte it 
{het wing wh ‘fore the figures of fuch per: 
fones as lengen te the plape. in whom al 
ppaconlettae pete es ben comprpfled, befe- 
then althemt seat this litel tuerke thaltfee, 
here, or rede to h ov excuted for 
fhe vune and fy ny and tedu- 
cpng info our englitihe, anv topereas ig 
Defaute to correiie and amende, and in 
fo Dopng they Halt neterve meryte any 
fhanke, and j thal prap for them, that 
goo of his Hrete mercy thal rewarpe them 
in bis ecuerlafipne blige in beven, to the 
Wwhiche be brpnge vs, that C pth bis pre- 
cious blood redemed Us Ahoy, 


After, 
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“Gnd aman that lyoyth in this worlpe 
without bettucs liveth not as a man but 
ag a befie,” Chenne late euerp man of 
that condpcion he be that renpth or 
Herith this litel book venve take therebp 
enfaumple to amende bym. Erpltctt per 
Carton. 

Warton, in the fecond volume of his 
Lisfiory of Englifh Poetry, fays, 

«* Jacobus de Cafulis, or of Cafali in Ita 
ly, a French Dominican friar, about the 
yeat 1290, wrote in four parts a Latin Trea. 
tife on Chefs, which was printed at Milan 
iN 1479. 

“* It was tranflated into French by John 
Ferron, and J. du Vignay, under the patron- 
age of Jeanne, Dutchefs of Bourgogne, Cax- 
ton’s patronefs, about the year 1460, with 
the title of Le jeu des Echecs moralfé, ou Le 
Traité des Nobles, & des gens du peuple Selon 
le jeu des Echecs, his was afterwards trant- 
lated by Caxton who did not know that 
the French was a tranflation from the 
Latin.” 
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In a note to the article Caxton, in the new 
Biographia Britannica, it is faid, that Fa- 
copa flourifhed about the year 1295; others 


place him a century earlier. 


2. Libre ba imparare giotare a Scacht. in 
lingua Spagnola € Caltana nobamente 
Atampato. 

This isa fmall duodecimo of 128 pages, 
without name, date, or place: in the title- 
page, is a print from a coarfe engraving in 
wood, eRe a prieft and a monk play- 
ing at Chefs. One third of the book is in 
Italian, containing fome account and the 
rules of the game: the remainder is a col- 
le&ion of curious ends of games, (in Spanifh 
primores ) with a Chefs-board in the mid- 
dle of each page: the explanation at the top 
+5 in Italian, and at the bottom in Spanifh— 
but the figures on the boards are fo badly 
engraven, that not one of thefe games is in< 
telligible. 

This book is in the King’s library; and in 
that of the Royal Society is likewife a copy, 
which 
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which is the only book on the fubject there 
preferved. I was favoured with the fight 
of another edition, by the Chevalier de Pin- 
to, in the common print, alfo without date 
or place, but otherwife exactly like the firft, 
except that it ends thus: 

Laus Deo. #iniile el bro da iniparare 
giscare a Dcacht € delle partite. Copolla 
ger Damiano Portugheie. 

Loli mentions this edition, and fays, it was 
printed at Rome in 1524. 

Damiano, among other opinions of the 
origin of Chefs, fays, 

altri aicana che fureno dot frattelli liqualt fe 
chiamatieno Lidis € Dirreno, liqualt afflittt com 
una grande fame per paflare cl tempo € non 
patire tanta fanre ¢ affiiftione ordenarno quefks 
gioco ¢ coli fe patlarno quello tnforfunia de mods 
che con qifo atoco pallaucna tl fentpo € non man- 

tauena fe won fre uslfe in Duot giornt. 

4. Libro de la invencion liberal y arte del 
juego del Axedrez, por Ruylopez de Sigura, 
clerigo, vezino dela villa Cafra. Dirigida al 
muy illuftre Senor Don Garcia de Toledo, 
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ayo y mayordomo Mayor del fereniflime 
principe don Carlos nueftro Sefior. 

En Alcala de Henares, 1561, 4to, 300 
pages. 

In the Dedication, the Author begs of 
Don Garcia, to ‘‘ No mirar que tan grandes 
© pequeiias fean las cofas que fe offrecen :— 
Sino el animo del que las offrece.” 

The defcriptive part of the book is taken 
from Fra. Jacopo’s Treatife. I was favoured 
with the fight of this book by Count Bruhl ; 
it is the only one exifting in the Spanifh 
Janguage. 

It contains 66 games, of which 24 are 
from Damiano. :'The following Extracts 


may ferve as afpecimen of the work. 


<¢ Si feguimos la opinion, de aver fido el 
philofopho Xerxes invetor, conviene a faber, 
que fue inventado en la ciudad de Babylonia 
en el tiepo que reynaua en ella Amilone: y 
por cognometo Euilmerodach hijo de Na- 
bucodonofor. 34.00 anos, defpues de la crea- 
cion.del mundo: y 560 afios antes de la veni- 
dade Chrifto Saluador nueftro al mundo: y 


- 600 
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Goo anos defpues de la deftruycion de Troya. 
Y 192 anos ay hig de la fundacio de Roma, 
teynado en Roma Seruio Tulio fexto rey de 
Roma, en el aho, 20 de fu reynado: por. 
reyno 34. anos. En la Olimpiada 54. 235 
anos antes de Alexandro Magno. 27 anos 
defpues de la captiuidad de los Hebreos. Y 
efto conforme a la verdadera, y recta Chro- 
nographia de los antiguos, y probatifiimos 
autores. 

Capit. j. En quefe tracta el juego é 
ocio loable, no folo permitirfe, pero fer ne- 
ceflario para la cofervacio de la vida huma- 
na. 

“os juegos loables no folamente fueron, y 
deuen fer permitidos : perodemas defto fon ne- 
ceflarios para la conferuacio humana. Porque 
come dize Ariftoteles en el lib. 10. de las 
Ethicas. cap. 5. omnia habentia corpora no 
poffunt continue operari. Quiere dezir. To- 
das-las cofas que tienen cuerpo, no puedé 
continuamente trabajar. Y por tanto dize el 
mefmo en el cap. g. videtur requies & ludus 
in vita effe neceflarigz. Quiere dezir. Es 
yilto 
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vifto el defcafo y juego fer cofa neceflaria en 
la vida. Porg como dize el mefmo en el 8 
de las Politicas: c. 1. Laboras indiget requi. 
Ludus gratia requiei eft. El] q trabaje, dize, 
tiene neceflidad de defcafo: y el juego es 
por caufa del defcafo.” 

Seneca, Ovid, Valerius Maximus, Quin- 
tilian, Ifidorus, &c. are quoted to the fame 
purpofe. 

<‘ Otrosdize auer lo inventado dos herma- 
nos griegos llamados Lydo y Tyrrheno. Los 
quales afligidos co una gra habre, para paflar 
el tiépo fin fentir la tanto ordenaro efte juego. 
Su padre Atys fue coftrehido a diuidir -fu 
pueblo, por la efterilidad, y habre q padefcia. 
Y echada fuerte fobre qual deftos dos hijos 
quedaria en la tierra, y qual yria a poblar 4 
otras partes, cupo 4 Lydo quedar en la tierra 
para fucceflor del reyno, y al Tyrrheno falir, 
llevado configo la mayor parte de la gete: el 
qual arribo a Ytalia, y poblo loq fe llamo 
‘Tyrrhenia, y ahora, la Tofcana. 


5- Whe pleafaunt and wittie plave of the Cheatts 
rerietued. Lately franflated out of Italian info 
French 
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French and now fet furth in Enalifhe by Janes 
Rotwbsthum, Printed at London, 1562. 

This book is dedicated to Lord Rober¢ 
Dudley, K. G. in 12mo, 110 pages, and 
appears to be tranflated from. Damiano, 
whofe paragraph before quoted, is herein 
thus rendered. 

Dther fome fape that they twere tivo brethrei: 
he one nanied Lidice, and the ofber Girrbene, 
nhs betnge afflicted vith great banger and famine 
did invent this playe to the end that tr playinge 
of it they might employe their (pivites fo bebe- 
menflye, that they myghte nore ealily pale the 
famninall afflicion.;dnd indeede they pafled the 
fyime fo toell that they made but three meales in 
fivoo dapes. 


6. The next book in point of antiquity, is 
a {mall duodecimo of roo pages, containing a 
defcription of a game, to be played on a 
board with {quares. 

Of this book, I have feen two copiés, one 
is in the King’s Library, of which the title 
is wanting. The other is in the Library of 
R. P. Jodrell, Efq. 

Though 





Though it is not a Chefs-book, the fol- 
lowing account of it may not be unaccept- 


able. 
It is printed in black letter, and is de- 
dicated to Lord Robert Dudley, K. G. with 


his portrait from an engraving on wood. 


The title is as follows : 

The moft ancient and learned playe, called 
the #bilofophers game. wrbented for the honelk 
recreation of Students, andother fober perfons, 
in paling the tedious of tyme, to the releafe of 
their labours, and the erercife of their twittes, 
by Wat. FF. 

With a wooden print of two old men play 
ing at this game. 

It begins thus : 

Chat mofte auncienf andlearued playe, called 
the 2abilsfopher’s game, being in greek termed 
puouowexie, 16 as much as fo fave in englifhe, ag 
the battcll of numbers. sQumbers be cither eve 
or odvc, Wherefore the cuen parte is again the 
ONdde, either part hauinge a kyng, whych being 
faken of fhe aduerfarpes part, and a triumpbe 
celebrated tuithin bis campe, fhe ganre is ended. 


At 
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At the end is: | 
Prypnted at London bp Holland Pali for 

Yaunes Kowbothum, and are to be folve at 


bis Hoppe in Chevelide under Bowe church, 
1563. 

All things belonging to this game 

for reafon you may bye: 

at the booke fhop under Bochurch 

in Chepefyde redilye. 


The board of this Philofopher’s game, 
is eight {quares in breadth, and fixteen in 
height. There are twenty-four men on a 
fide, reprefented as flat pieces of wood, cut 
in the form of circles, triangles, and {quares. 
The king is a fquare on which is a triangle 
andacircle. @he bottome or folver part of 
eberp man (ererpte the tea hinges) mutt 
be marked topth bps abdberfarpes colour, 
thar tohen be tg taken, he mane chaunge 
bps coate and ferbe hym unto whome fe ig 
prifoner. 

‘The men are numbered, and are to be 
taken by equalitie, obfidion, addition, fub- 
fraction, multiplication, and divifion, and 


bp arithmetical, geometricail, and muticall 
Proportion, 


F 


Th 





The book does not mention, whether any 




















Philofopher ever played at this game. 

7. I! Giuoco degh Scacchi dt Rui Lopez, 
Spagnuolo. tradstte a Gi. Domenico Tarfia. 
Venetia 1582. 

This book is a. quarto of 214 pages, 
wholly printed in Italics, and contains a col- 
le€tion of games. The only copy which I 


have feen, isin the library of Count Bruni. 


8. Libro nel quale fi tratta della maniera at 
giuacar’ a Scacchi da Horatio Gianutio, della 


mantia. Turino 1507 


i | 


This is a quarto of 104 pages, containing 


4 


“OK 


many games, and twelve ends of games.— 
This book is in the King’s library. In 


1783: another copy was fold at Paris, from 
the library of the late Duke de /a Valhere: 


q 


and thefe are the only two I ever-heard of. 


g.. Le jev des Efchees, avee fon invention 
{cience et bras es Tralee d'Efpagnal 
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This a quarto of g4 pages, tranflated from 
Ruy Lopex ; the firft thirteen contain an ac- 
count of the pieces with the moves, the re- 
mainder is a collection of games. 
“€ Que fignifient les trente-deux cafes vuides 
au tablier, Chap. iv, 
** Ces cafes ou places font vuides en 
PEfchiquier, parce qu'il faut que celuy qui 
aa gouuerner vn peuple aye le foing non 
feulement d’auoir vne cité & republique pour 
Vhabitatié de fon peuple, mais auffi de terres 
& de poffeffios pour faire trauailler {es 
{ubiects, afin que.de leur trauail ils puiffent 
tirer leur nourriture pour rédre feruice a leur 
Roy.” 
From the Seventh Chapter ; 

“‘ Ta Dame du Roy blanc fe place tou- 
fiours en la cafe blache a main gauche de fon 
Roy, cefte cafe blanche nous fignifie la 
chafteté qui embellit parfaictement la femme, 
quelle doit foigneufement conferuer auec fes 
autres vertus. Quelle foit a main gauche 
cela nous denote qu’elle va foubs la protectid 
& defenfe de fon Mary ; Celle du Roy noir, 
eft.en vne cafe noire, & 4 la main droite, & 
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cecy eft afin que les pieces refpondent les 
wnes aux autres, en l’ordre de 1’Efchiquier : 
nous pouuons encore dofer quelque raifon 
de ce qu'elle eft en vne cafe noire a la dextre 
de fon Mary, parceque la femme doit reluire: 
feulement aux rayons de fon feul Mary de qui 
elle eft plus honoree qu’aucune perfonne de 
fon Royaume, ce que fignifie la main droite 
quelle tient, eftant la couftume de mettre a 
main droicte ceux a qui l’on veut faire plus 
d’honneur.”’ : 

This book ends, I know not why, with 
Antes muerto que mudado. ) 


10. Il gioco degli Scachi di Don Pietro 
Carrera. Militello, 1617. 

This is a quarto of 600 pages, containing 
an hiftorical account of Chefs, and Chefs- 
players: a defcription of the pieces, and a 
number of games. | 

Among the celebrated players, he men- 
tions Paolo Boi, of whom he tells the fol- 
lowing ftory : 

** At Venice he once played with a cele- 
brated player, and loft every game: upon 
rC- 
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reflection, finding that he ought reafonably 
to have won, he was aftonifhed—and fat 
pected his adverfary had ufed fome fecret art, 
whereby he was prevented from feeing the 
games clearly; and as he was very devout, 
and was poflefled of a rofary with relics of 
great faints; he refolved to play again 
with his antagonift, which he did; not only 
armed with his beads and bones, but alfo 
ftrengthened by having previoufly received 
the Sacrament. By thefe means he con- 
quered his enemy; who, after his defeat, 
faid to him thefe very words, ‘* Thine is 
more potent than mine.” 

Salvzo fays of this Boz, that he played with 
Leonardo da Cutri, and was little inferior to 
him in fkill: he embarked at Barcelona, 
was taken by a corfair, and fold at Algiers 
for a flave. His patron having difcovered his 
abilities in Chefs, won confiderable fams by 
his means, and gave him his liberty, and a 


thoufand feguins. He returned to Naples, 
and was there poifoned by his fervant in 1 598, 
at the age of 70, for the fake of his money. 


F 3 CarRera 
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Carrera adds, that Bot played at Chefs 
with Sebaftian King of Portugal; he kneel- 
ing with one knee on a cufhion, and the King 
ftanding. 

Bayle in his DiGtionary, gives the follow= 
ing account of him. 

* Boi, commonly called the Syracufan, 
was a very famous player at Chefs, and very 
much confidered in the Court of Spain un- 
der king Philip If. He received many fine 
prefents from that prince. He received alfo 
many from Pope Urban VIII. and it was 
his own fault that he did not receive a good 
bifhoprick of him; for it was offered him, 
but he would not be a clergyman *,”— 
Having had the misfortune to be taken by 
corfairs, and to fee himfelf reduced to 
flavery; he found means to make thofe 
Turkith and favage men tractable by his 
{kill at Chefs. ‘They admired him for it, 


treated him civilly, and exacted no other 


* ¢¢ ‘What an abufe! and what a fine way to attain 


to Epifcopacy ba 
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ranfom from him but the leflons he gave 
them for fome months on that game.” 

Carrera fays, that Gregory Ducchi, of 
Brefcia, wrote a poem on Chefs in Italian, 
called Scaccheide, in which he poetically ani- 

ates the pieces. 

He further fays, that a perfon who plays 
for a large fum of money, and cheats by 
making falfe moves, which he calls Mznz- 
ftratti, commits a mortal fin; but only a 
vénial one, if he plays for a trifle. 

From his Auuertimentz, rules, or cau- 
tions for playing, I fhall felect the following : 

‘¢ He who plays, muft not have his mind 
occupied elfewhere; perhaps in things of 
importance, becaufe, without doubt, he will 
then be the lofer. 

«*¢ Whoever is to play an impottant game, 
muft avoid filling his belly with fuperfuous 
food, becaufe fulnefs is contraty to fpecula- 
tion, and offufcates the fight; fo that it 
is neceflary he fhould obferve ftrit fo- 
briety : thofe people are praife-worthy, who, 

previous to playing, clear their head by me- 
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dicines, which have the virtue of rendering 
the {pirits pure and fubtile ; by which 
means, they may enter into the confidera« 
tion and acutenefs of the moves, with the 
greater intenfion.” 

Carrera invented two new pieces, to be 
added to the eight original Chefs-men. That 
which he calls Campione, is placed between 
the King’s Knight and Caftle: its move is 
both that of the Caftle and of the Knight. 
The other, named Centaur, between the 

ueen’s Knight and Caftle, has the niove of 
the Bifhop and Knight united. Each of 
thefe pieces has its pawn, and of courfe, 
the board muft contain two more {quares on 
each fide, which will augment their num- 
ber to eighty. This invention appears to 
have died with the inventor. 

Several common games are fpecified, 
wherein the advantage given by one player 
to the other, confitts in allowing him 7/ Rd- 
cavallo, la’ Donna-cavallo, or that his King 
or Queen might likewife move like the 
Knight. 


This 
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This book is very fearce; I have feen 
three copies, one in the King’s Library, 
another in that of Count Bruhl, and one 
which belonged to a Mr. Charles Merfey, 
a German, who attempted a few years ago to 
inftitute a Ghefs-academy in London. 


11. I] Puttino, altramente detto, il Cavaliero 
Errante, del Salvio, Sopra il gioco de’ Scac-~ 
chi. Napoli, 1634, 4to. 
This book contains a hiftorical account of | 
the game, and of players, with upwards of 60 
games. | 
The hero of the book is Leonardo of Cu- 
tri. From the particulars of his life the fol- 
lowing are taken : 
During the pontificate of Gregory XIII. 
Leonardo was at Rome {tudying thelaw, but | 
he attended much more to the ftudy of 
Chefs ; in which game he was fo {kilful, 
that, though very young, he conquered all the 
beft players—and it was on account of his 
youth that he was generally known by the 
appellation of z/ Puttino, the boy. It now 
hap- 
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happened that Ruy Lopez, an Ecclefiaftic 
of Zafra, a man of letters, and at that time 
the firft Chefs- player in Europe, came to 
Rome to follicit the Pope for a Benefice, 
which was-then become vacant at the Court 
of Philip II. of Spain. ‘This was about the 
year 1574. 

«« Having heard of Leonardo’s fame, he 
fought his acquaintance, played with him, and 
conquered him two following days; which 
yexed the young man fo much, that he im- 
mediately went to Naples, where he remained 
two years ftudying and practifing Chefs. From 
thence he returned to his native place Cutri, 
in. Calabria, where he learnt that his bro- 
ther had been taken by Corfairs, and chained 
to the oar. Leonardo fet out to ranfom 
him, and agréed with the Reis or Captain of 
the galley, that he fhould be fet at liberty 
for two hundred crowns. Leonardo having 
difcovered that the Reis was a Chefs-play- 
er, played with him, and won his brother's 
ranfom, and two hundred crowns befide, 
with which he returned to Naples : from 
thence 
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thence he failed to Genoa, Marfeille, and 
Barcelona, playing with and conquering all he, 
met; and then travelled to Madrid, where 
he foon revenged himfelf on Ruy Lopez, by 
beating him at Chefs in the prefence of 
Philip II. This King afterwards gave him 
a thoufand crowns, and many jewels, furs, 
é&c. Leonardo then went to Lifbon, where 
he beat a famous player named a Moro, 
(though not a black). The King loaded 
him with prefents, and gave him the title of 
Knight Errant. He returned. to Madrid, 
from thence to Naples, and after re-vifiting 
Cutri, he was poifoned by fome envious per- 
fon in the palace of Prince Bifignano in Ca- 
labria, and died in the forty-fixth year of his 


>» 
ape. 


12. The Royal game of Chefle-play, fome- 
times the recreation of the late King, with 
many of the nobility, being. the ftudy of 
Biochimo, the famous Italian. London, 
1656. 

With a Portrait of -Charles I. publithed 
by Fr. Beale. 

Thefe 
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i Thefe Verfes are addrefled to Dr. Bud 
i den, S. T. D. who was the. Tranfla« 
tor. . 

Sir, now unravell’d is the golden fleece, 

Men that could onely fool at fox and geefe, 

Are new made Politicians by the book, 


And can both judge and conquer with a 
look. 

The hidden fates of Princes you unfold, 

Court; Clergy, Commons, by your laws con- 
troll’d. 

Strange ferious wantoning ! All that they 

Blufter’d aid clutter’d for, you wifely play. 


This book further contains fome verfes to 

Dr. Budden, the rules, and 94 games. Be- 
: fore the errata, the ftationer fays, <* Gentle- 
men, for few elfe will buy this book, I in- 


treat you to correct thefe errors, &c.” 


#3. The famous game of Chefe-play, being a 
princely exercife, whereby the learner may pro- 
fit more by reading of this fall book, than by 
playing of a thoufand mates. 


By Jo. Barbier, P. London, 1672, 108 
pages, 12mo, 
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This fall book contains fome verfes by 
the author Arthur Saul (Barbier was only 
the Editor), in the ftyle of thofe great Poets 
Sterahold and Hopkins, 
All you that at the famous game 
Of Cheffe defire to play, 


Come and perufe this little book, 
Wherein is taught the way: 


But fcorne thou or at Cards or Dice, 
The nights and dayes to fpend ; 
As many, which thereby obtaine, 


Flat beggery in the end. Ke: 


I cannot afcertain after whofe manner, the 
following verfes are : 
Even like your double tong’d lawyer 
That the cafe can vary, 
So as to make the fame appeare 
Moft juft, and moft contrary, 
Our Barbier tels there is no rule 
Whereby to play this game, 
Yet many pretty rules here gives 


Whereby ta win the fame, &c. 


The book contains the moves, the com- 
mon rules, and the laws of the game.— 
Among thefe laft is, ‘* Doe not therefore, 
at 
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‘at no time that thou playeft at this game 
‘(out of a conceit, as I faid, that any thing 


‘becomes thee well) ftand finging, whittling, 
knocking, or tinkering, wherby to difturbe 
the minde of thy adverfary, and hinder his 
projects ; neither keepe thou a calling on 
him to play, or haftening of him thereynto, 
or a fhewing of much diflike that hee play- 
eth not faft enough ; remembering with 
thyfelfe, that befides that this is a filent 
game, when thy turne is to play, thou wilt 
take thy owne leafure; and that it is the 
royall law fo to deal with another, as thye 
felfe wouldft be dealt withall,” 


14. I Campeggiamenti degli Scacchi, & 
nello Stile Antico, che nel nuovo Arci Scac- 
chiere, Stratagemme & invenzioni del Dottor 
di Legge, Francefco Piacenza. Torino, 168 s, 


4to, 136 pages. 


This Arch-Chefs-board is like the Polith 
Draught-board, with a hundred {quares.— 
‘Two new pieces, and two pawns, are added 


On 
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Layo wl 
en each fide. The place of the firft, called 
Centurion, is between the King and_ his 
Bifhop, its move unites that of the Queen and 
the Caftle for any two {quares only, and 
that of the Knight, fo that there are fixteen 
places where it can go, befides its own,- 
when in the centre of the board, but it can- 
not move into any of the eight {quares which 
mmediately environ it. The other piece 
named Decuricn, is fituated between the 
Queen and her Bifhop; moves and takes as 
the Bifhop does, but only one {quare at a 
time, This piece, and the adverfe one, of 
courfe, ftand on {quares of different colours, 
which colours they can never quit. It will 
appear, that in this game, as well as in that 
by Carrera, the black King muft at the be- 
ginning ftand on a white fquare, and the 
Queen who muft always be placed on a fquare 
of her own colour, will then be at his left. 

This arch-game fhared the fame fate as 
that of Carrera (from whom the idea was 
taken), as no mention has ever fince been 
made of it in any book, 


In 
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In this book is fome account of the me- 
thod of making the check-mate witha par- 
ticular pawn, or piece ; and alfo in a certain 


{pecified {quare. 


15. Dell’ Antica Pettia, avero che Palamede 
non ¢ ftato l'inventor degli Scacchi. Trattato 
di Marc Aurelio Severino, Medico, e filofofo 
Napoletano, with his portrait, 4to, Naples, 
1690, 82 pages. | | 


16. La Filofofia, overo il perche degli 
Scacchi, 4to, 120 pages. 

By the fame author: I have not found in 
either of thefe performances, a fingle line 


worth extracting. 


17. Le Jeu des Echecs, traduit de l’Italien 
de Giachino Greco, Calabrois. 4 Paris, 1774 


r3 
244. pages, 12mo. 


Many editions of this book have been 
printed: the firft French one was dedica- 
ted to the Marquis De Louvois. 


In 
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In 1750, an Englith tranflation was print- 
ed in London, in 24to, with a print as a 
frontifpiece, copied from a very fine one in 
{mall folio, which was engraven at Paris by 
Lepicie, in 1746, from a picture of the fame 
fize, by C. D. Moor: it reprefents an old 
man and a young one fitting, and play- 
ing at Chefs; a man flanding with a glafs 
of wine in his hand, overlooking them: 
a suitar hangs againft the wainfcot; the 
dreffes and furniture are fuch as were in ufe 
in the fixteenth century. Befides this print, 
I know of only two others on this fub- 
ject, one in large folio engraven at Paris 
in 1768, by B. Henriquez, from a picture 
painted in 1763, by A. Van Loo: (the 
picture I never faw ; the print is not worth 
defcribing:) and the other engraven in Lon- 
don, from a drawing of H. Bunbury, Efg. 

The book contains 88 games, and fix cu- 
rious terminations of games. 

Bayle, in his Dictionary, gives the follow- 
ing account of Greco: 

<¢ Giaching Greco, known under the 





G name 































name of the Calabrian, played at Chefs fo 
{kilfully, that it cannot be thought ftrange 
VI that I confecrate to him a littlearticle. All 
thofe who excel in their profeflion to a cer- 
tain degree, deferve that diftinction. This 
gamefter did not find-his match any where. 
| He went to all the courts in Europe, and 
ca fignalized himfelf there at Chefs, ina moit 
1 furprifing manner. He found famous game- 
fters at the Court of France, fuch as the 
1 Duke of Nemours, Mr. Arnaud, Chaumont, 
| and LaSalle: but though they pretended to 
know more than others, none of them was 
able to play with him, nor could they cope 
with him all together. He was at Chefsa 
bravo, who fought in all countries fome fa- 
mous. Knight, with whom he might fight, 
and break a lance: and he found none 
whom he did not overcome.” A wit made 
thefe verfes upon that fubject, which were 
publifhed in the Mercure Galant, 1693. 


“© A peine dans lacarriere 
Contre moi tu fais un pas ; 
Due par ta demarche fiere 
<i ’ 


Tous mes projets font a bas. 
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Pos a 


Fe vois des que tut avances 
Ceder toutes mes defenfes 5 
Tomber tous mes champions, 
Dans ma refifiance vaine 

Roi, Chevalier, Roc, & Reine, 


Sont moindre que tes Pions.” 


18. Le Jeu des Echets, compofé par M. 
de Sperlin. Laufane. No date. 

But by the Orthography, it appears to 
have been written about this time; it is a 


12mo, of 120 pages, containing many games. 


19. The Noble game of Chefs, by Philip 
Stamma, native of Aleppo, and Interpreter 
of the Oriental Languages to the King of 
Great Britain. London, 1745, 12mo, 120 
pages, containing 74. games, and 100 more 
in various and particular fituations, with the 
manner of playing them. Thefeare the firft 
games which I find noted by letters and 
figures, which method appears to be the 
beft, being concife and intelligible to every 
European. It was publifhed in the French 
language in 1737, in Paris. Another 
French edition was printed at Utrecht in 


G2 17775 
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1777, 12mo0, 163 pages; containing the 
100 ends of games. above mentioned, but 
not the 74 whole games : preceded by a 
French Poem on Chefs, of about 160 lines. 

It has likewife been printed at the Hague, 
at Amfterdam, and at Leipzig. 


20. Tlie noble Game of Chefs, by Cap- 
tain Jofeph Bertin. London, 1735. Printed 
by H. Woodfall, for the author; and fold 
only at. Slaughter’s Coffee-houfe, in St. 
Martin's-Lane. 12mo, 78 pages. This 
contains the laws, 26 games, and 12 ends. 

Mr. Bertin fays, ‘‘ I with I could give 
rules to avoid overfights.” 


21. Philidor publifhed his Analyfe du 
jeu des Echecs, in 12mo, London, 1749, 


containing feveral games, with notes, ex- 
plaining the reafon of the moves: On this 


account, it is the beft book of the kind, and 
almoft the only one from which any thing 
relative to the practical part of the game may 
be learnt. 
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22. Sopra il.giuoco degli Scacchi, Offer- 
vazioni pratiche d’anonimo Autore Mode- 


nefe. Small ato, 100 pages, 1750. Gamés 
and Ends. 


23. Offervazioni Teorico-pratiche fopra il 
giuoco degli Scacchi. Da Giambatifta Lolli, 
Modonefe, in Bologna, 1763. 

This is the moft formidable Chefs-book 
I have feen, being a folio of 623 pages: 
containing many games, none of which I 
have examined. At the end, five termina- 
tions of games, a/a gana pierde, are given, in 
which the adverfary is forced to give the 
check-mate, and thus he lofes who con- 
quers, ; 

Eleven of Damiano’s « Subtilties,” are 
here preferved, as he was. the firft who print- 
ed games. 

The fize of this book was, on its firft 
publication, ridiculed in Baretti’s Frufa Li- 
terarta, a periodical paper then printing at 
Venice. 


G 4 24. 
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24. The Hiftory of Chefs, together with 
fhort and plain zn/iruétions, by which any one 
may eafily play at z¢, without the help of a 
teacher, (Of this title I can only fay Fronts 
nulla fides), by R. Lambe, Vicar of Nor- 
ham upon Tweed. London, 1764, 150 
pages, in 8vo, 

This book contains an account of filk, and 
of filk-worms eggs, of the Camelopard, of 
guns and gun-powder, of the native Indi- 
ans ; quotations about Chefs, chiefly from 
Dr. Hyde, and nine games. As it is out of 
print, I fhall copy the following Verfes, 


which are there inferted. 


Quatrains 4 mettre fur !Echiquier, par M, 
de St; Uffans. 


Qui joue un coup en-vain 
Perd un grand avantage, 
_Foueur habile, et fage . 
Ne fait rien fans deffein. 
Quelque coup qui fe faffe, 
“Pars ta faite avec foin. 3 
Si tu ne vois de loin, 


Le tems de voir fe paffes 
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1 ee 
En lieu propre a defendre 
Places @abord ton Rot. 

Et fur tout garde to 

De trop d’ardeur de prendre. 
Difiraits ne foient tes yeux, 
Ni ta main trop legere. 

Un beau coup s offre a faire - 


Vois vil n’efl rien de mieux. 


as. Il Giuoco degli Scacchi, dal Conte 
Carlo Cozio, in Torino, 1766, 2 vols. Svo. 
The firft volume of 357 pages, contains 164 
games; and the fecond of 382 pages, 275 
terminations of games. To which I refer 
the patient player as the book is eafily pro- 
curéd. "The work ends thus : 

«¢ Condizioni neceflarie per riufcire ecce- 
lente giuocatore deghi Scacchi. 

«« La prima. Gran ingegno. 2. Grande 
ftudio. 3. Gran efercizio, 4. Gran vifta. 
s. Giuocare con grandi giuocatori maettri. 

«« [J] fine del libro degli Scacchi, compofto 
per i belli ingegni, ed in quello, che io avro 
mancato, col loro fapere fuppliranno egli- 
no. 


G 4 26. 
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26. Effai fur le jeu des Echecs. Ham- 
burgh, 1770. 72 pages, 12mo, containing a 
hundred games, probably Stamma’s: and an 
account of the trick of moving the Knight 
into all the Chefs-fquares fucceflively, which 
fhall be mentioned hereafter. 


27. Traite Theorique et Pratique du jeu 
des Echecs, par une Societé d’Amateurs. 2 
Paris, 1775, 8vo, 400 pages, containing 
games, noted according to Stamma’s me- 
thod, with remarks. The book was pub- 
lifhed at the Café'de la Regence. 


28. Mr. Philidor in 1777, publithed .at 
London, -an o¢tavo edition of 300 pages in 
French, and another in Englith, ‘of his for. 

er Analyfe du jeu des Echecs, with confider- 
able additions, and his portrait engraven by 
Bartolozzi. Thisis the moft complete of all 
the Chefs-books, which giv: {pecimens of 
games, 


29. 


rarer: 
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29. Lettere di Giambatifta Verci, fopra il 
Giuoco degli Scacchi. Venezia, 1778, 12mo, 
116 pages. 
Thefe letters are eight in number, and 
contain an account of the game, and vari- 


ous quotations from Hyde.and others. 


30. The Latin poem on Chefs, by Mark 
Jerom Vida, Bithop of Alba, entitled, Scac- 
chia, Ludus, is well known. It confitts of 
760 lines, and was written in 1540, 

Verci fays, it has been tranflated into Ita- 
lian verfe by eightdifferent perfons, viz. 

Girolamo Zanucchi. Trevigi 1589. 

Cofmo Grazzini. Firenze. 

Sebaftiano Martini. Faenza 1616, 

Gregorio Duchi. Vicenza 1607, 

Francefco Mafdeu. Venezia 1774. 

~ Thefe five are in Oftava Rima, the follow- 
ing three are in Vere Scioltz. 

Nicolé Mutoni, Roma 1544. 

Luca Viello. Cremona. And 

Camillo de Sitoni. Milano 1sgo. 


2 Louis 
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Louis -de Mazures, tranflated it into 
French verfe, and publifhed it at _— in 
1557s 

Verci fays, that Vafquino Filicolo, pub- 
lifhed another French tranflation in Paris; 
that according to Marchefelli, there is like- 
wife a tranflation in Spanifh, and that James 
Rowbotham publifhed it in Englith verfe in 
1562. Since which, it has feveral times 
been re-publifhed in Englith by different 
hands; one in octavo, printed at Eton in 
1769, another in quarto, Oxford 1778. 

Pope, in his Elfay om Criticifm, {ays, 

« Immortal Vida, on whofe honour’d brow, 
« The Poet’s bays, and critic’s ivy grow.” 

On this occafion, Warton in his Effay on 
Pape, writes thus: 

<¢ It was a happy choice to write a Poem 
on Chefs; nor is the execution lefs happy. 
The various ftratagems, and manifold intri- 
cacies of this ingenious game, fo difficult to 
be defcribed in Latin, are here expreffed with 
the greateft per{picuity and elegance ; fo that, 
perhaps, t the ee might be learned from this 


defcription.” 


Among 
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Among the Poems by the prefent Sir Wil- 
liams Jones, is one of 234 lines in verfe, en- 


titled Caiffa, or the Game at Chefs; of 
which the idea was taken from Vida, and 





from Marino, who has in the fifteenth 
Canto of his done, tranflated part of Vida’s 
Poem, 


31. De Ludis Orientalibus, by the Rev. 
Dr. Thomas Hyde. 

Firft printed in thick twelves, 1694, 
In two volumes, together about five hun- 
dred pages : of which a copy is preferved 
in the Britifh Mufeum, and is the only 
book on Chefs there depofited. In 1767, 
it was re-publifhed at Oxford by Gre- 
gory Sharp, among the reft of Dr. Hyde’s 
works intwo large quartos. The account of 
Chefs is comprifed in the 157 firft pages of 
the fecond volume, and confift of Mandra- 
gorias, which the Dr. interprets Mandrake- 
play, feu Hifiorta Shabiludu, its origin, ar 
tiquity, and ufe throughout all the Eaftern 
world, &c. 


This 
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Z | This part is ornamented with four prints ; 
the firft of a common Chefs-board, the {e- 
cond of ‘Tamerlane’s, eleven {quares in 
breadth and twelve in height, which form 
132 houfes; the third of the Camel-par- 
|} dahs, or Zurapha, the Giraffe of de Buffon; 
a et and the laft of the Perfian Chefs-men. 

Uw Then follows an account of the Chinefe 
Chefs; and laftly, he inferts three Hebrew 
compofitions on Chefs; the firft of Rabbi 
Abraham Aben-Ezra, of 75 lines in verte. 


nities 
; ; 


—This learned Jew is mentioned in the 
eleventh volume of the Modern Univerfal 
Hiftory, on account of his ‘* excellent Poem 
on the game of Chefs;” and it is therein 
faid, that he died in 1174. The next is a 
Profaic Oration by Rabbi Bonfenior Aben- 
Jachia, of two pages anda half in quarto. 


The aft 1s anonymous, and confifts of 17 


pages in profe. 

To judge from the Latin tranflations, 
which: Dr. Hyde has printed on the fame 
page with the Hebrew, they were not worth 
preferving. 


The 
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The Books on Chefs, which I have not 
yet feen, are the following: the two firft 
are in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. 
Guftavus Selenus, a fictitious name for the 
Duke of Lunenburg, Schach-Spie/, in the 
German language ; folio, 495 pages, with 
tolerable engravings of the pieces, He men- 
tions a method of playing at Chefs, called 
Curzier-Spiel, at Stroepke, a village between 
Magdeburg and Brunfwick, on a board of $ 
{quares by 12. Printed in 1617. 

This village holds its lands upon the te- 
nure of forfeiture, if any one of their com- 
munity lofes a game at Chefs. Some of the 
inhabitants are expert at this play, but as the 
{take is fo high, they decline finifhing a 
game with a {tranger, and defer the party /ize 
die. 

Chriftopher Weickman, Die graffe Schach- 
Spiel, likewife in German, in folio. In that 
great game, four, fix, or eight perfons, may 


play together. Anno 1664. 257 paves. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Hyde’ gives the followiig ‘titles of 
Books, and names of Writers on Chefs: 

_ Gervafe of Tilbury, who lived in the 
13th century, and was nephew to our Henry 
the Second, MS. 

De Ludo Scacchorum. Jac. de Rufibus. } 

Simon Aylward, de Ludo Scacchorum, 
before the year 1456. MS. 

Duellum Scacchorum, Jul. Afcanius Tuc- 
cus. 

Jacobus Mennel, in German. 

Cof. Graccinus, Florence. © 

Felix Paciottus, Italian. 

Joh. Cochanovius, a Pole. 

Of thefe I know nothing. 

Claude Gruget, le plaifant jeu'des Efchecs. 
Paris, 1562, 12mo. ‘Traduit de .I’Italien, 
45 pages. 

This is preferved in the Public Library 
at Cambridge. : 

Leibnitz, on the Chinefe-chefs, &c. in 
the Berlin Mifcellanies. | 

Sarrafin, Opinion du nom & du jeu des 
Echets. Paris, r2mo. 


Don 
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Don Filippo Marinelli. Il Giuoco degli 


Scacchi fra tré. Napoli, 1722. 

This Play among three, ismentioned by Lo/- 
4i, as an invention which had never been put 
in practice; but, notwithftanding, he com- 
mends the genius and good-will of the in- 
ventor. | ay 
I] Dottore Ercole dal Rio. Modena 1769. 


I have never feen even a title of any Chefs- 
book in the Dutch or Portuguefe languages. : 


TL Ne ee CT, 


Dr. Hyde fays, 

“© The Princefs Anna Comnena tells ‘us; 
that her father, the Emperor Alexius, ufed 
to rife betimes, and in order to difpel thofe 
cares which made his nights uneafy to him, 
he played at Chefs with fome of his re- 
lations.” This Emperor died in the year 
eee 

‘© John Hufs, the Martyr, when he was 
in prifon, deplored his having played at 
Chefs; chiefly on account of the lofs of © , 


time, and the rifk of fudden and violent paf- 
8 fions 
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fion, which he had often been fubject to, 
when playing.” : 

‘© The city of Rochiitz, in Germany, has a 
caftle (Roc) for its arms.” According to: 
Edmonjon’s Heraldry, twenty-fix Englith fa- 
milies bear Chefs-rooks in their coat of arms. 
No other Chefs-pieces have been thus borne. 

In Les Recherches de la France, by Efii- 
enne: Pafquier. Paris, folio, 1633, (though 


firft printed in 1560,) isa chapter on Chefs, 


the chief part of which isas follows: 


<* Certes quiconque fut inventeur de ce 
ieu, ie le vous pleuuiray pour trés-grand 
Philofophe, ie veux dire pour vn perfon- 
nage, lequel fous ceft efbat d’efprit areprefenté 
la vraye image, & pourtraicture de la con- 
duite des Roys. Il ya vn Roy & vne Dame, 
affiftez de deux Fols, & apres eux deux Che- 
ualiers & au bout de leurs rangs deux Roes, 
que l’on appelle autrement Tours. Deuant 
eux il y a huict Pions qui font pour applanir 
la voye, comme enfans perdus. Que voulut 
nous reprefenter ce Philofophe ? Premiere- 


“ment quant aux Fols, que ceux qui ap-~ 


prochent 
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prochent le plus pres des Roys, ne font pas 
rdinairement les plus fages, ains ceux qui 
icauent. mieux plaifanter. Et neantmoins 
combien que les cheualiers ne foient pas 
quelquesfois les plus proches des Roys, fi 
eft-ce que tout ain que les Cheualiersau ieu 
des Efchecs donnans par leur faut, Efchec au. 
Roy, il eft contraing de changer de place, 
ce dont aufli n’y a il rien qu’vn Roy doiue 
tant craindre en fon eftat que la reuolte de fa 
Nobleffe. Dautant gue celle du menu peu- 
ple fe peut aifement eftouffer, mais en l’autre 
il y vaordinairement du changement del’E- 
{tat. Quant aux Tours, ce font les villes 
fortes qui feruent 4 vn be(oin de derniere 
retraicte pour Ja conferuation du Royaume. 
Il vous reprefente yn ‘Roy qui ne defmarche 
que d'vn pas, pendant que toutes les autres 
pieces fe mettent tant fur loffenfiue, que 
deffenfiue pour luy, afin de nous enfeigner 
gue ce n’ eft point vn Roy, de la vie duquel 
depend le repos de tous fes fuiets, de s’ex- 
pofer a toutes heures aux hazards des coups, 
comme vn capitaine ou fimple foldat, voire 


H que 








gue fa conferuation luy permet de faire vn 
faut extraordinaire de fa cellule en celle dela 
Tour, comme en vne place forte & tenable 
contre les aflauts de fon ennemy. Mais fur 
tout faut ici pefer le privilege qu'il donna a 
la Dame de pouuoir prendre tantoft la veye 
des Fols, tantoft celle des Tours. Car- pour 
bien dire il n’y a rien qui ait tant d’authorite 
fur les Roys que les Dames, dont ils ne font 
honteux de fe publier feruiteurs. Je n’entens 
pas de celles qui leur font coniointes_ par 
mariage, mais des autres dont ils s’enamou- 
rent. Et pour cefte caufe ie fuis d’auis que 
celuy qui appelle cette piece Dame, & non 
Royne, dit le micux. Finalement tout ce 
jeu fe termine au Mat du Roy. Si toutes les 
autres pieces ne fe tiennent fur leurs gardes, 

elles peuuent eftre prifes, & par mefine 
moyen on les ofte de deffus le tablier, com- 
me mortes, ny pour cela le Royn ’a pas perdu 
la victoire: il pent quelquesfois la rapporter 
auec le moindre nombre des pieces, felon que 
fon armée eft bien conduite. Au demeurant 
on ne fait au Roy ce defhonneur de penfer 
f{eule- 
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feulement qu’il foit pris, ains le reduit-on 
en tel defarroy: qu’eftant denué de tout 
fupport, il ne peut fe demarcher ny ga ny 
la: Quoy faifant on dit qu'il eft Mat: Pour 
nous monftrer que quelque defaftre qui 
aduienne 4un Roy, nous ne deuons attenter 
contre fa perfonne: Quant au furplus le 
Mat du Roy eft la clofture du “Fablier, en- 
cores qu'il fuft au milieu de toutes fes pieces. 
Qui eft 4 dire que de la conferuation ou ruine 
de noftre Roy depend la conferuation ou 
ruine de noftre Eftat. Vne chofe ne veux- 
je oublier, qui eft la recompenfe des Pions, 
quand ils peuuent gaigner l’extremité de 
YEfchiquier du cofté de notre aduerfaire, 
comme s’ils euffent les premiers franchy le 
faut d’yne brefche: car en ce cas on les 
furroge au lieu des pieces d’honneur qui pour 
auoir efté prifes, font iettees hors le tablier. 
Car c’eft en effect reprefenter tant les guer- 
dons, que peines qui dotuent eftre en vne 
Republique, aux bien ou mal faifans.” 
‘* Hierofme Vidas reprefenta en vers 
Latins par forme de bataille ce beau ieu, 
5 i yers 








sa rarr ts) 
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vers qui femblent eftre vrays, & legitimes 
enfans de Virgile. Chofe que lon eutft 
penfé ne pouuoir eftre faite : mais plus efmer- 
ueillable eft ce que l’on dit qu'il y a quel- 
ques Efpagnols fi duits & nourris a ce ieu, 
qu’ ils y iouent fur leurs cheuaux, n’y em- 
ployans autre Efchiquier pour la conduite, 
que leur memoire & iugement, avec la pa- 
role. | 

«Je ne feay que la Grammaire, 6¢ non 
la Rhetorique de ce ieu. Bien vous dirai-ie 
uoir veu vn Lyonnois ofter toutes les pieces 
d'honneur, & ne retenir que le Roy avec fes 
Pions, defquels jouant deux fois contre vne, 
il rapportoit la victoire contre de tres-bons 
ioueurs. Je lui ay veu mettre vn anneau 
fur vn Pion, fous cefte ftipulation qu’il ne 
pourroit Mater le Roy qu’auecques ce Pion; 
vne autre fois pafler plus outre, & mettre 
encores. vn anneau autour d’vn. Pion de fon 
adueriaire, a la charge qu’ille forceroit de le 
Mater auecques cefte piece; & en l’vn & 
Vautre ieu rapporter victoire de fon opinion, 
contre vn homme qui n’eftoit point mis aw 


rang des petits iouecurs.” : 
Nous 
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<¢ Nous ‘pouuons adioufter fa belle ren- 
contre de l’vn de nos Roys, lequel eftant 
preflé & fomme de fe rendre par fon ennemy 
en vne bataille, repondit qu’vn Roy n’eftoit 
jamais pris feul au ieu des Efchecs.” 

This King, according to John of Salifbury, 
was Louis le Gros, in a battle againft the 
Enelifh in 1117. 

Le Roman de la Rofe, was begun by Wil- 
liam de Loris, a Student in jurifprudence, 
who died about the year 1260. Being left 
unfinifhed, it was completed by John Clo- 
pinel de Meun, about the year 1310. Chau- 
cer tranflated all that was written by Wil- 
liam, but only part of the continuation of 
John. | 

This John de Meun, difcourfing of the 
flight, and the taking of Corradin (who 
pretended to be King of Naples), and of 
Henry, fon of the King of Spain, fays thus, 


in a continued Metaphor drawn from the 


game of Chefs : 
| 1 3 Ces 
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Ces deux come faux garconnetz, 
Et rocz, et folz, et pionnetz 
Et cheualiers au ieu perdirent 
Et hors de l’efchiquier faillirent, 
Telle paour eurent or d’eftre pring 
Au ieu qu’ilz eurent entreprins : 
{hi Mais, qui la verité regarde, 
qi D’eftre mat n’aucient-ils garde, 
Puis que fans Roy fe combatoyent 
Efchec et Mat rien ne doubtoient 
Ne cil avoir ne le povoit 
Qui contre eulx aux Efchecz jouoit; 
Fuft a pied fuft fur les arcons ; 
Car on ne have pas garcons, 
Fols, cheualiers, fergens ne rocz, 
Car fe verite compter 0Z, 
Si n’en quier-ie nully flater, 
Ainfi come il va du mater ; 
Puifque des efchecz me fouvient, 
Si tu riens en {cez, il convient ; 
Que cil foit Roy, que l’on dit haves, 
Quant tous fes hommes font efclaves, 
Et qwil fe voit feul en la place, | 
Ne ny voit chofe qui lui place ; 
Ains s’enfuit par fes ennemis 


Qui Pont en tel povreté mis, 
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This is copied from the edition Of Fe3T, 
in black letter, beginning at verfe 7025; 
and the fame paflage is thus rendered in the 
33d chapter of the profe tranflation of this 
book, entitled, Le Romant de la Rofe | mo- 
ralifi ecler et net | tranflate de rime en profe | 
par votre humble molinet. | Paris ; folio, of 
128 leaves, 1521, in black letter. In the 
Gloffary, which is at the end of the Ro- 
mance in verfe, I find Haver is to hail, to 
falute, donner le bon jour, ave ; and that in 
ancient times, this term was ufed in Chefs- 
playing—fo that, inftead of faying as we do 
at prefent, check to the King, the expreflion 
was, Ave au Roy. 

<< Jene requiers pler de Coradin fon nepueu 
dot iay lexeple prefte, et duql le roy Charles 
print la tefte malgre les Princes d’ Alemaig- 
ne, et fift mourir en fa prifon Henry frere du 
Roy Defpaigne plainde trahyfon et dorgueil, 
Jceulx deux come garconnetz folz perdiret 
rocz, folz et cheualiers au ieu defchetz qlz 
eurét entreprins ayas telle paor deftre pris 
quilz fortirent hors de lefquier. Toutefuoyes 
H 4 qui 
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qui bien regarde la verite garde nauoient de 
elire matz, car ilz. fe combatoient fans Roys 
ne doubtoiet efchetz ne mat, ne celluy ne 
les pouoit Aauer q louoit contre eulx aux 
eichetz feuft a pied ou fur archons, car 
garcons ne #auont iamais folz, cheualiers, 
fergens, ne rocg. Et fe ie ofe compter la 
verite fans que ie quiere flater quelqun : Vela 
comét il va du mater. Or puis quil me 
fouuient du ieu defchetz tu en f{cez riens 
il couient q celuy que lon fai@ ave foit roy 
uat tous fes homes font efclaues q! foit feul 
en la place ne ny voit chofe q luy empefche : 
ains fen fuyt pour fes ennemys qui lot mis 
en telle pourete. Le large et lauaricieux 
{caivent que lon ne peult prendre aultrement, 
Ainfi pleut ila Adtalire qui trouua lufaige rb 
jeu defchetz quant darifme eticque traictoit, et 
verras en policraticque q yeult de la matiere 
des nombres trai¢ter camét ce dit jeu trouua, 
et le prouua par demonftracion. 
the. 32d chapter of Don Quixote, the 
Curate {peal using of books of chivalry, days, 
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bien concertadas que haya Juegos de Axe- 
drez, de pelota, y de trucos, para entretener 
a algunos, que ni tienen, ni deben, ni pueden 
trabajar, asi fe confiente imprimir, y que 
haya tales libros.” 

In the December of Spenter’s Shepherd’s 
Calendar, is this verfe: 

Love they him called that gave me check-mate, 

But Phe mought they have behote him hate. 

From the Hiftoire de Saint Louis, par 
Jehan fire de Joinville, 1547, 

-- Le Soudanc de Babiloine venoit toug 
jours jouer aus efchez aprés relevée fur les 
nates qui eftoient.au piez de fon lit.” 

“* Le Vieil de la Montaingne, Roy des 
Haufiaffis, envoia au Roy jeuz de tables & 
de efchez, fleuretées de ambre lié fur le criftal 
a beles vignetes de bon or fin.” 

The Saint was Louis IX. and thefe pre- 
{ents were made him in the year 12 we, 

In Purchas’s Pilgrims, it is faid of thein- 
habitants of Iceland (whofe longeft night 
jafts three months), ‘‘ In the winter time 


they 


bePsede Widens jer sititeer tf. 




























they keepe their beds many dayes, and exer- 
cife themfelves in the game of Cheffe, the 
inuention wherof is due to Xerxes the Phi- 
lofopher.”” 

This was wrirten in 1563 ; and according 
to the account of a native of that ifland, who 
is now in London, his countrymen {till con- 
tinue to amufe themfelves at that game. 

From the Accedens of Armory, by Gerard 
Legh, 4to, 1 568. London, preferved in the 
Herald’s Office : 

«© The field argent, a cheuron betwene 
three rockes Ermines. ‘This is a plaier in 
the game of the Cheftes and is called by that 


name. For as al caftels haue fower fpecial 


towers to garde them fro their enemies, So 
hath that,{quare chefte borde, fower of thefe 
that ftadeth to gard the Kinges and Quenes, 
with all the people theron. This paftime 
did that valiaunt prince King William the 
conquerer, fo much vie, that fome time he 
loft whole lordfhippes thereat. As in Lin- 
colnfhiere, and els where j think the aun- 


cient Evidences therof can declare.” 
c¢ Fer- 
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«< Ferrand, Count of Flanders, having 
been taken prifoner by Philip Auguftus, at 
the battle of Bovines, his wife, who might 
have obtained his releafe, left him to lan- 
guifh a long time in prifon. They hated 
each other, and their hatred proceeded from 
playing at Chefs together ; the hufband could 
never forgive his wife for conftantly beating 
him at Chefs ; and fhe never could refolve to 
fuffer him to win a game.’’ Dictionaire d’An- 
ecdotes, 1783. This wasin 1214. 

Lord Clarendon, in his Life, mentions a 
Mr. Brounker, (one of the Gentlemen of the 
Bedchamber of the Duke of York, brother 
to Charles I]. in thefe words: ‘* He wasa 
perfon throughout his whole life, never no- 
torious for any thing but the higheft degree 
of impudence, and ftooping to the moft in- 
famous offices; and playing very well at 
Chefs, which preferred him more than the 
moft virtuous qualities could have done.” 

In the Fabliaux ou Contes du r2me, & 
13me Siecle, publifhed in 1779 by Mr. le 
Grand, he fays, {peaking about Chefs : 

“ The 
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‘«« The prodigious vogue it was in at that 


reg -.] 


time in France, the more furprifes me, as 


with the reflected combinations it requires, 


it was, of all games, apparently the leaft 
adapted to the nobility, bred up in the ut- 
moft ignorance, and through education in- 
capable of any application of mind. A 
change which was made in the fecond piece, 


which at prefent we call Queen, and which 


they named Fzerce, offers an interefting re- 
flection. . In the Eaft, that piece is called the 
Minifier, or Vizier; it only moves’ from 
fquare to {quare, and is never to be further 
than two from the King. Of this Minifter, 
the gallantry of chivalry made-a Lady; then 
finding ¢/at confined march (too much re- 
fembling the flavery of the Afiatic women, 
and-contrary to the freedom which thofe 
of Europe enjoy) to be very unfuitable to 
her, they made her motions as free as pofi1- 
ble, by which means, fhe became the moft 
important of all the pieces.” 

The writer appears to have been miftaken 
in the firft part of this paragraph. In thofe 
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early ages, the rich had few amufements, and 
Chefs was adapted to occupy and exercife their 
minds, as they. were kept in ignorance by the 
Clergy. And as a high degree of excellence 
in Chefs-playing, is not incompatible’ with 
grofs ignorance in other things, it may be 
thought not improbable, that the nobility of 
thofe times excelled in the ene 

Mr. Le Grand then quotes the Ordonn. 
des Rois de France. ‘* Eudes de Sully, 
Bithop of Paris, under nee Auguitus, for- 
bid Clerks to play at Chefs, and even to keep 
a board.” Andthe Hi. Ecclef. par Fleury, 

St. Louis condemned to a fine, all who 
fhould play at it. Peter Damian impofed 
a penance ona Bifhop, whom he had found 
diverting himfelf at it.” 

The following fingular paflage from an 
Epiftle of Peter Damianus, an Ecclefiaftical 
writer of the eleventh century, to Hilde- 
brand (Pope Gregory VII.) which has fince 


occurred to me, looks as if the game of Chefs 





was in his days a thing quzte new and firange ; 





auranrtre 


[ «x10 3 


inftead of being tranfmitted to modern Eu- 
rope, from either the contemporaries of Ja- 


fon or thofe of Palamedes: The following 


is a literal tranflation: ** Was it right, I fay, 
and confiftent with thy duty, to {port away 
thy evenings amidft the vanity of Chefs, and 
defile the hand which offers up the Body of 
our Lord, the tongue that mediates between 
God and Man, with the pollution of a Sacrz- 
legious game.’” Mere zeal could not; have 
dictated fuch language from a man of high 
rank, and an author of eminence, unlefs 
accompanied with fome portion of ignorance 
in regard to an amufement, which is, at 
leaft, of an harmlefs nature ; but was then, 
it feems but juft introduced at Rome.” From 
a note on the Medea of Euripides, by Mi- 
chael Wodhull, Efq. 


Who then, that has a mind well ftrung and tun’d 


To contemplation — 








W ould wafte attention at the chequer’d board 
His hoft of wooden warriors to and fro 
Marching and counter-marching with an ey¢ 
As fixt as marble, with a forehead ridg’d 

And furrow’d into ftorms, and-with a hand 


Trembling 
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Trembling as if eternity were hung 
In balance of his conduét of a pin ? 


From the Taf, by Wm. Cowper, Efq. 

The following is an Extract from a Let- 

ter which I received from a friend, in anfwer 
to fome enquiries I had made : 

‘* In Shakefpeare’s Tempett, act OV. 
The entrance of the cell opens, and dif- 
covers Ferdinand and Miranda ‘playing at 
Chefs.” I remember no allufions to it in 
this great Poet, who, perhaps, like-all who 
cannot play, thought too highly of its dif_i- 
culty, and meant to infinuate here, that 
Profpero had taught it to Miranda by “ his 
fo potent art.” 

“6 In Love and Madne/s, the writer {ays in 
the 36th Rettér;++- 

«* It gave me pleafure to read in your laft, 
that you have begun Chefs, though I could 
not perfuade you. Now, you will believe 
me, about a thing’s being eafy. Not long 
ago, I taught it to a fchool-boy here in two 


evenings. 
This 























betters 


*« This game is to be learnt as certainly as 
Whift, only it requires more’ attention.:.- 
Many, I am fure, are deterred from it, by 
imagining, that it is only a game for Newton 
to play at with Euclid.” 

‘“* In a {mall Pamphlet, entitled, «« A Let- 
ter to a young Gentleman juft entered at'the 
Univerfity.” Publithed at Oxford in 1784, 
is this paragraph :”’ 


‘ Chefs, by my advice, you will always 

vi continue to practife. If we thould meet 
| when you are fome years older, I will tell 
you the various reafons which'I have for ad- 

viling you to play at this game, in preference 

to any game that depends only on chance. 

Remember too, that after having been able 


to learn Chefs, you muft not complain of an 
age to learn any thing elfe.” 





In the firft Dreame or Book of the Du- 


cheffe of Chaucer, are the following paf- 


ime 


es ol of late this other night 
on min Ged j fate upright, 
tnt bade one teach me a boske, 


& Viomaunce, anp it me tooke 


es 
cited 
ie 
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Ca rede, and drive the night Afsan: 
Far methoughe it better plan, 

‘(Chan either at Cheffe or ‘Cables, 
And in this book were written fables, 































diy boloneffe ig turned to fhame, 
For falje fortune hathe planed a game 
At the cheffe with me ——~ 

Bn our Word j mill thee fay, 

At the Chefle with me the c gan to plan, 
ddLith her falfe araughtes full divers 

She fiale on me, and take mn fers, 

And wben j fave my fers atuap, 

Alas j routh no longer play, 

But faid farewell fineet ninis, 

dnd farewel all that eber there fs: 
‘Cheremith fortune faid, ehecke Here. 
And mate in the mid point of the checkere, 
Cdlith a paune errant, alas, 

Stull craftier to play the was, 

‘Than Athalus that made the game 
Firfl of the Chefje, fo mag ig name: 
But god wolve j had ones OF tinife, 
Aronde, and know the leoperdife, 
‘Chat coude the greke Puthagores, 

3] Hulde hane plaide the bet at ches, 
and kept mu feers the bet therebn, 
For this j fan net more thereto, 

Hadj be Bad, andmight habe oo 
JDy mill, when the mp feers caught, 
{ wolde habe a the fame draught. 
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_ In the fecond Book of Lydgate’s Hifory 
of the Siege of Troy, he fays, 


i : Anathere mag founde by clerkes full prudent 
\) OF the chefle the plape motte glorvous, 
CU hiche ts fe fotill and fa meruantous 
Chat it were farde the matter to diferpuz, 
i, For though a man ftuined all His tpue. 
at $e fhall ane funde douers fantafpes, 
| OF wardes makunge and newwe inpatties, 
Chere is therin for gre Sint bierinee 
Mnd it twas fort founde tn this Citic. 
During the tpege ibe as {auth guaae, 
Wut jacobus de hitriaca. 
Qs contrary in His opinpan. 








SForipke as Qe maketh plannta mencion, 
sind affyrmech at full in bis adunie, 


How Philameter a pt si 

@Iuto a konge to ffpnte his crueltee, 

Founde firf this plane and made it in @aldec. 

nd into Brece from Chence it tas tent. 

This Poem, tranflated from the Latin 
Guido Columna, was, according to Warton, 
written between the years 1414 and 1420, 
and was firft printed in-1513, by command 
of King Henry VIII. Vitriaco was a canon 
regular at Paris, and Bifhop of Ptolemais in 
Paleftine, about the year 1230. He wrote 


an Oriental and Occidental Hitfiory. 
Lyd- 


Pers a 


Ss slic HOR ASHEN ASE AIR OS aa ea Ua as RR 





























[ 15 J 
Lydgate alfo wrote a “* Play at the Cheffe 


betweene Reafon and Senfualitie,”’ as appears 
by the catalogue of his works, at the end of 
his ftory of Thebes. Of this piece, I know 


not any thing. 
The firft Stanza of Cowl s Pindarick 
Ode to Deftiny, is, 


Strange and unnatural ! let us ftay and fee 

This pageant of a Prodigy. 

Lo ! of themfelves, th’ enliven’d Chefs-men move, 

Lo! the unbred, ill-organ’d pieces prove, 

As full of art and induftry, 

Of courage, and of policy, 

As we ourfelves, who think there’s nothing wife 
but we. 

Here a proud pawn I admire, 

That, full advancing higher 5 

At top of all became. 

Another thing and name. 

Here I’m amaz’d at th’ actions of a Knight, 

‘That does bold wonders in the fight : 

Here I the lofing party blame 

For thofe falfe moves that break the game; 

That to their grave, the bag, the conquer’d 
pieces bring, 

And above all, th’ ill condu€& of the mated 
king. 

I 2 
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Bocacio, in his’ Decamerone, which was 


116 | 


written about the year 1350, has flightly 


mentioned. Chefs. 

At the beginning of his Book, he fays, 

«© Qui eé bello, e frefco ftare, ed hacci, 
come voi vedete, e tavoliere, e Scacchieri, e 
puo ciafcung, fecondo che all’anino gli € 
piu di piacere, diletto pigliare.” 

And in the firft page of the 2d volume, 

‘« Chi ando. a dormire, chi a giuocare a 
Scacchi, e chi a tavole.”’ 

In Fenn’s Collection of Letters, is'a Let- 
ter from Mrs. Pafton to her hufband, dated 
1484, in the time of Richard III. wherein 
the fays, 

‘I fent yout eldeft funne to my Lady 
Morlee to have knolage wat fports wer hufyd 
in her howsin Kyrftemeffe next folloyng aftyr 
the decyfie of my Lord her hufbond, and” 
{che fe,;d that yer wer non Dytgyfyngs ner 
harpyng ner lutyng ner fyngyn ner no lowde 
Dyiports but pleyng at the Tabyllys and 
Schetie and Cards f{weche Dyfports fche gave 
her folkys leve to play and-no odyr.”” 


I have 
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I have lately feen} Les Oeuvres de Sarafin, 
in 12mo0, 1683, in which are fixteen pages, 
containing Opznzons on the Name and the Game 
of Chefs; from which the following paflazes 
are feleéted. 

He fays, “ the Bithops (les. fous) were 
anciently termed Archers. But at prefent, 
thofe two brave men no longer appear, be- 
caufe the Court of the King of Chefs is be- 
come as much corrupted as the Court of 


other Princes, and that as Regmier fays, 
°° Les fous font aux Echets les plus proches des Rois.” 


Some Authors have written, that Pala- 
medes invented Chefs, to prevent the Gre- 
cians from being tired of themfelves, during 
the fiege of Troy. This {tratagem reminds 
me of one I have read in Plutarch, that a 
befieged Captain, in order to oblige his fol- 
diers to guard the walls they were going to 
abandon, eftablifhed at every tower drinking- 
houfes and girls. 

Indeed, I think Chefs cannot be play- 
ed at without anger, witnels Renaud de 

Bi Mont- 
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Montauban, who with a blow of the Chefs- 
board broke the head of Charlot, Charle- 
magne’s nephew, fo that death followed. 

«© And witnefs, moreover, ‘what happen-' 
ed to Gauvain, nephew to Arthur, King of 
Great Britain, who, as is recounted inthe 
Romance of Saint Graal, being arrived at the 
caftle of King Pecheur, fet himfelf down ‘to 
play againit Chefs-pieces, which played by 
themfelves, and ufed them ill becaufe ‘they 
conquered him: if'you do not believe me, 
here is the true text: 

«¢ Puis voit lEfchiquier & les Efchets 
affis au Tablier d’or, les uns d’yvoire, . les 
autres d'or. Meflire Gauvain trait celle 
part, & fe prend a jouer, & touche les Efchets 
d’yvoire, & ceux dor faillent contre luy fans 
que nul y touche, fi joua Meffire Gauvain 
par deux fois & fut matté: a la tierce, 
voulut fa revanche, mais quand il vit qu’il eut 
le pire, il fe leva & depeca le jeu.” 

Tixeira, in the 35th Chapter of the firft 
Book of his Chronicles of the King’s of Per. 
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«* Y lo que dezimos Xaque, dizen los 
Perfios x2, que es como avifar al Rey, y en 
lugar de Mate, dizen Xamate que en la 
mifma lingua quiere dezir e/ Rey es Muerto, 
y haviendo quien diga que el Axedrex que los 
Perfios dizen Xatrank quafi iuego o entre- 
tenmiento del Rey, fue inventado en Baby- 
lonia, es muy conforme a razon que de los 
Perfios nos vino per aca, haviendo fido Baby- 
lonia muchas vezes y por mucho tiempo 
{ujettaa Perfia, y tan vezina della.” 

This Spanith writer further fays, that 
he found in a Perfian Hiftorian, named Mi- 
jikond, ** that during the reign of Cofroez, 
about the year 563, Chefs was brought in- 
to Perfia by the Indians ; ‘and that the In- 
dians taught it to the Perfians, in order to re- 
prefent to them the inconfiftency and muta~ 
bility of this life, and the continual warfare 
to which it is liable,” 

In Percy’s Runic Poetry, tranflated from 
the Iflandic language, at the end of the 
Complaint of Harold, who lived about the 
middle of the eleventh century, a Northern 


I 4 hero 








lr 120 } 
hero is introduced, boaftin g of himfelf, ** i/- 
rottir kann ek niu, 1 play well at Chefs.” 

I am told, that Dryden, in® one ‘of his 
plays, {peaking of a hero who had never been 
conquered, ftyles him ‘* the uncheckmated 
man,’ 

Pope was miftaken in naming Céef/s, in 
the fir: Book of the Odyfley, as the game 
there mentioned by Homer was a quite dif-- 
ferent one, 

Richelet, in his Dictionary, article Echee, 
writes, 

“< It is faid, that the Devil, in order to 
make poor Job lofe his patience, had only 
to engage him at a game at Chefs.” 

The firft Englith Tranflation of Vida’s 
Scacchia, was by Mr.-Erfkine, 1736, dedi- 
cated to the Duke of Marlborough. 

Prom the Introduction to Alexander Cun- 
ninghan's Hiftory of Great Britain, 4to, 1787, 
I have felected the following paflages, which 
are relative to Mr. Alexander Cunningham, 
the Critic and Commentator on Virgil and 


Horace, 
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Horace, and not’ to _ this Hiftorian, if they 
were two diftinct perfons. 

“ Mr, Cunningham, in the latter part of 
his life, when he was but little feen’ in the 
higher circles, dedicated himfelf entirely to 
ftudy, learned Society, and the game of 
Chefs. 

<* Dr. Steuart ufed often to play with him, 
at Lord Iflay’s, at the game of Chefs, which 
he underftood better than any man in Eng- 
land, in his time. 

“« Mr. Cunningham was domefticated with 
Lord Sunderland, and the Duke of Argyle ; 
and was no lefs acceptable as an eminent 
player at Chefs than as a critic, and a man 
of general knowledge and information. 

“* When Lord Sunderland was at the 
Hague, he contracted a particular intimacy 
with. Mr. Cunningham, as they were both 
remarkable Che/s-players. Whenever his 
Lordthip was at leifure, he either drove ty 
Cunningham’s lodgings, which were at fome 


diftance, or fent his carriage for him, After 


laying for a courfe of time, Lord Sunder- 
praying y 


land 
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land difcovered, that he who was jolted in 
the carriage before they fat down, was al- 
ways fure to lofe every game: for which 
reafon, he gave over going to Cunningham’s, 
but always fent for him, and always beat 
him, to his no fmall aftonifhment, as he was 
confcious that he underftood the game as 
well as his adverfary. At laft, when he was 
very much out of humour, Lord Sunder- 
land told him the trick, and Cunningham 
infifted, that they fhould drive to one an- 
other’s lodgings alternately, which confirmed 
his Lordfhip’s obfervation, and reftored Cun- 
ningham to his former level; for, from that 
time, they won and loft alternately, 

<* This fact, which appears not at all in- 
credible, for the ftreets of the Hague were 
not, in the laft century, fo fmooth as thofe 
of London are at prefent, proves how nicely 
the capacities of Sunderland and Cunning- 


ham were balanced again{t each other *. 


* It was obferved to me, that the writers of thefe 
laft. paragraphs think, that the head of a Chefs-player, 
before he play, muft be moved as carefully as a bottle 
of Old Port, before it be decanted. 


‘“ While 
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coo While Mr. Cunningham refided at the 


Hague, a German Prince, hearing of our 





author’s great feild i in the game of Chefs, 
came tothat city with a view of playing with 
him at that truly noble amufement. The 
Prince, whofe name is not mentioned, in- 
formed Mr. Cunningham, by a note, of the 
purpofe of his coming to the Hague. | Mr. 
Ogilvie, laird of Cluny, a Scotch Gentleman 
in the Dutch fervice, who pafied with many 
for little better than an ingenious madman, 
happened to.be with Mr. Cunningham when 
he received the note, to whom he faid, “That 
he did not chufe to rifk his reputation, for 
the knowledge of the game of Chefs, with a 
perfon whom he did not know; and withed, 
that Cluny would goand play a game or two 
with the Prince, in the character of one of 
Mr. Cunningham’s difciples,” Cluny agreed 
togo; and Mr. Cunningham is faid to have 
written to the Prince to this purpofe: That 
although he had the honour of receiving his 
Highnefs’s invitation to playa game at Chefs 
with him, he could not accept of that ho- 
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nour, as bufinefs of a particular nature would 
not permit him at that time; but rather 
than his Highnefs fhould be difappointed, 
he had fent one of his fcholars to give 
him fome entertainment that evening: and 
that, if his fcholar fhould be beaten, he 
would do himfelf the honour of waiting on 
him. (the Prince) next day, and would play 
with him as many games as he fhould chute. 
Cluny accordingly went, and beat the Prince 
pe game they played. Early next morn- 
g, the Prince left the Hague, fenfible, that 
r he was fhamefully defeated by the fcholar, 
he had, if poffible, {till lefs chance of fuc- 
cefs with the matter. It is a fact, that may 
be depended on, that Mr. Cunningham and 
Cluny never played fo much asa fingle game | 
at Chefs during their whole lives ; and. that 
Mr. Cunningham was Teas a much 
better player than Cluny.” 

All the foregoing paragraphs are quota- 
tions from letters written by various perfons, 
to Dr. Wm, Thomfon, the author of this 
In-~ 
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Introdudlion: but the following obfervations 
are his own :-— 

** This {tory of the German Prince will 
not appear incredible, or, indeed, any wife 
extraordinary, when we reflect on the high 
eftimation in which the game of Chefs was 
held in the laft century throughout all Eu- 
rope. | 

“‘ There is not, perhaps, in the whole 
moral world, a more curious, or a more in- 
ftructive fubje&t of fpeculation than that 
men fhould find the higheft degree of en- 
tertainment in an intenfe application of the 
mind to divers games that require deep re- 
flection. As the nature of the mind con- 
fifts in thinking; it fecks for fome fubjec&t of 
attention, and fome object of hope, with a 
longing not unlike the craving of thirft and 
hunger: for what meat and drink is to the 
body, that attention and hope are to the 
foul. Where thefe are wanting, the mind 
cannot be at eafe, but finks down in Jan. 
guor, melancholy, and defpair. But the 
fame intenfion of thought, to which, in 
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i gates, we fubmit with pleafure; in other 
cafes, even when followed by emoluments 
and rewards, is not always unattended with a 
_ degree of irkfomenefs and pain. The fame 
youth who will voluntarily fpend the day and 
night in the thoughtful game of Chefs, 
would willingly avoid the ftudy of mathe- 
matics, if he were not impelled by motives 
of fear, or fhame, or fame. In play, the 
“natural difpefition to exercife our mental 
faculties, is heightened by a defire of victory, 
and inflamed by a mixture of focial fympa- 
thy and oppofition. In games, too, the re- 


ward, whatever it be, is received on the fpot: 








and, im all cafes, it is the nature of the mind 
a to make great allowance for prompt pay- 
oe ment.” | 

a A Letter ‘* from a Clergyman of high re- 
putation of the Church of Scotland,” is then 
quoted thus: 

** Cunningham, the critic, and editor of 
Horace, was the beft player at Chefs in Eu- 
rope. His grand nephew, George Logan, 
was fo proud of this talent of his uncle’s, 
that 
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that he pretended to have inherited from him, 
what, I dare fay, was only imitation, a very 
great turn for all games in which thinking is 
concerned, fuch as Chefs, Whift, &c. and 
believed it to be connected with {uperior 
genius, till he fond that women and fools 
could beat him.” ; 

This Mr. Cunningham died in Scotland 
in 1732, aged above eighty years. 

I was favoured with the following Anec~_ 
dote by Dr. A. Wilfon, M.D. of Bath, 
which was mentioned to him by Col. Stew- 
art, who had been aid-de-camp to the Ear] 
of Stair, and was afterwards one of the Quar- 
ter-mafters general in the Duke of Cum- 
berland’s time. 

‘** He ufed frequently to play at Chefs 
with Lord Stair, who was very fond of the 
game; but an unexpected check-mate ufed 
to put his Lordfhip into fuch a paffion, that 
he was ready to throw a candleftick, or any 
thing elfe that was near him at his adver- 
fary ; for which reafon, the Colonel always 


took care to be on his feet, to fly to the 
9 farthett 
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fartheft corner of the room, when he {faid, 
«¢ check-mate, my Lord!” 

There was lately read at the Antiquarian 
Society, a Differtation on Chefs, by the Ho- 
nourable Daines Barrington, from which 
that Gentleman has been fo obliging as to 
permit me to make the following Extract : 

«© The Turks, who never change their 
habits, are {till great players at this game, 
which fuits fo well both their fedentary dif- 
pofition, and love of taciturnity. 

«¢ Sir E. Impey informs me, that the 
Board is ftill called Satringe, in Bengal; 
which term alfo fignifies a carpet, from its 
being generally chequered as the Chefs- 
board is. 

<< James I. is fuppofed to have been a 
player at Chefs, but in his Icon Bafil. ad- 
vifes his fon againft it, ‘‘ becaufe it is over- 


> 


wife ;” which, like moft parental inftruc- 


tion, feems to have been little attended to, 


from the magnificent bag, and elegant fet of 
Chefs-men which belonged to Charles the 


Firft.” 


This 
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This Chefs-board is inlaid with ebony 
and ivory, of which materials the pieces 
are likewife made. The Kings and Queens 
are whole length human figures, reprefent- 
ing European and African £ Sovereigns. They 


are now in the poffeffion of Lord B Barrington, 





A Letter froma Minifter to his friend, 
concerning the game. of Chefs; from a 
broadfide, printed at London in 1680. From 
the Harleian Mifcellany. 

Sat? R: 

I here fend you my rea/ens for my difufing 
and qeclining the game of Chefs. This, I 
premife, that this game is not only lawful, 
but it.may be the moft ingenious and de- 
lightful that ever was invented: in motft 
others, there is much of contingency ; in this, 
there is nothing but ar¢. But though it be 
never fo /awfuland eligible in itfelt; yet to me 
it 1s paar egies 

. It is a great t7me-wafer. How many 
precious hours, which can never be recalled, 
have I fpentin this game? O Chefs! I will 

K be 
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l 
be avenged of thee, for the lofs of my time, 
be. ee 

2. It hath had with me a_fafcinating 
power ; I have been bewitched by it; when I 


have begun, [have not had the power to give 


3. It hath not done with me, when I have 
lone with it. \t hath followed me into my 
ftudy, into my pulpit: when I have been 
praying or preaching, Lhave, in my thoughts, 
been playing at Chefs: then I have had, as 
it were, a Chefs-board before my, eyes; then 
I have been thinking how I might have ob- 
tained the. ftratazems of my antagonift, or 
make fuch and fuch motions to his difadvan- 
e: nay, I have heard of one who was 
playing at Chefs in his thoughts, as appeared 
by his words, when he lay a-dying. 

4. It hath caufed me to break many fo- 


lemn refolutions, nay, vows and promifes.— 
Sometimes I have obliged myfelf, in the moft 
folemn manner, to play but fo many mates 
at a time, or with any one perfon; and anon, 
I have broken thefe obligations and pro- 


mifes ; 
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mifes ; and after vows of that kind, I have 
made enquiry how I might evade them— 
and have finfully prevaricated in that matter, 
and that not only once, but often. 

5. It hath wounded my confcience, and 
broken my peace. I have had fad reflections 
upon it, when I have been moft ferious. I 
find, if I were now to die, the remembrance 
of this game would greatly trouble me, and 
{tare me in the face, &c. &c. 

6. My ufing of it hath been /candalous 
and offenfive to others (being a Minifter of 
the Gofpel, and charged with the care of 
fouls). Some godly friends, as: I have un- 
derftood, have been grieved by it; and 
others, as I have reafon to fear, have been 
hardened by it. Great inconveniences have 
arifen from the places where, and the per- 
fons with whom I have ufed this game. 

7. My ufing of it, hath occafioned much 
Jim; as paflion, ftrife, idle if not lying words, 
in myfelf or my antagonift, or both. It hath 
caufed the negle# of many duties, both to 
God and Man. 
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8. My ufing of it doth evince, I have lit- 
tle /e//~denial in me. — If I cannot deny my- 
felf in a foolifh game, how can I think I 
either do, or fhall deny myfelf in greater. 
matters? How fhall I for/ake all for Chrift, 
when I cannot forfake a recreation for him? 

9. My uling of it is altogether need/efs and 
unnecefary tome. As it hinders my foul’s 
health, fo it doth not further my bodily 
health. Such is is marie: being cor- 
pulen a phlegmatick, that if I need any 
exercife, it is that which ‘is ftirring and la- 


bouring. I canno Pp! ropound any end to 


ry {a : a ss (- a : 4 L yf tr 
Dye in the ufe of it, but the pleafng of 


my flefh. 


10. My ufing of it hath occafioned, at 
times, fome little expence of money. This is 
9 fi “) 
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*¢ That Student that needeth Chef or Cards, 





to pleafe his mind, I. doubt, hath a carnal 
empty mind; if God, andall his books, and all 
his friends, &c. cannot fuffice for this, there is 
fome difeafe in it that fhould rather be cured 
than pleafed. And for the dody, it is an- 
other kind of exercife that profits it.” 

The Baflcon Doron, written by King 
James the Firft, contains in three Books, 

His Maiefties inftrvctions to his deareft 
fonne,.and. natural fucceflour, Henry the 
Prince,’ 

It is to be found in a folio, printed in 
1616, entitled, ‘‘ The Works of the moft 
high and mighty Prince James, by the grace 
of God, King of Great Britain,” &c. Pub- 
lifhed by the Bifhop of Winton, and dedi- 
cated ‘* to the thrice illuftrious and moft 
excellent Prince Charles, the only fonne of 
our Soveraizn Lord the King.” 

The whole work is coimprifed in fifty 
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pages - the firft book iS Of a Kin 2's 
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third, ‘* of a King’s behaviour in indifferent 
things.” 

From this laft I fhall quote the whole 
paflage, which contains his Majefty’s opi- 
nion of games : 

‘¢ Andas for fitting houfe-paftimes, where- 
with men by driuing time, fpurre a free and 
faft ynough running horfe, (as the prouerbe 
is) although they are not profitable for the 
exercife either of minde or body, yet can 
I not vtterly condemne them; fince they 
may at times fupply the roome, which being 
emptie, would be patent to pernicious idle- 
nefle, guia nihil poteft effe vacuum. I will 
not therefore agree with the curiofitie of 
fome learned men in our aage, in forbidding 
cardes, dice, and other fuch like games of 
hazard ; although otherwayes furely I re- 
uerence them as notable and godly men: 
for they are deceiued therein, in founding 
their argument vpon a miftaken ground, 
which is, that the playing at fuch games, 
is a kind of cafting of lot, and therefore vn- 
Jawfull; wherein they deceiue themfelves : 


for 
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for the cafting .of lot was vied for tric all ¢ of 
the trewth in any obfcure thing, that other- 
wayes could not be gotten cleared; and there- 
fore was a fort of prophecie: where by the 
contrary, no man goeth toany of thefe playes, 
to cleare any obfcure trewth, but onely to 
gage fo much of his owne money, as hee 
pleafeth, vpon the hazard of the running of 
the cardes or dice, afwell as he would dos 
vpon the fpeede of a horfe or a dog, or any 
fuch like gaigeour : and (0, if they be vniaw- 
full, all gaigeours vpon vncertainties mutt like- 
wayes be condemned : not that thereby [take 
the defence of vaine carders and dicers, that 
watte their moyen, and their time (whereof 
fewe confider the pretioufnefle) vpon prodi- 
gall and continual playing: no, I would rather 
ign it to be difcharged, where {uch corrup- 
tion cannot be efchewed. But only I can- 
not condemne you at fometimes, when ye 
have no other thing adoe (as a ee i 
will be feldome) and are wearie of reading, 
or euill difpofed in your perfon, and when 
‘+is foule and ftormie weather; then, | fay, 
; K 4 may 
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may ye lawfully play at the cardes or tables’; 
for as to dicing, I thinke it becommeth 
beft debofhed fouldiers to play at, on the 
head of their drums, being only ruled by 
oe pe fubiect to knauith cogging. 

“« And as for the Chefle, I think it ouer 
fond, I becaufe it is ouer-wife and Philofo- 
phicke a folly: for where all fuch light 
playes are ordained to free mens heades for 
a time, from the fafhious thoughts on their 
affaires; it by the contrarie Alleth and 
troubleth mens heades, with as many fafhious 
toyes of the play, as before it was filled with 
thoughts on his affaires,” 

It may not be thought amifs to explain a 
few Chefs-terms. 

Gambit ; 1 Gambetto in the Tufcan, ?_An- 
carcHla; in the Neapolitan dialect ; de Gam- 
barola in that of Modena; Ja Fambette, croc- 
en-jambe in. French, is an expreflion borrow- 
ed from wreftling, and applied when a man 
throws his adverfary down by a peculiar 
ftroke with the leg; and in Chefs-play is 
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appropriated to thofe games which begin 


























with particular moves. 

As for inftance, Cunningham’s Gambit, 
that of the cles or of Aleppo, &c. which 
are inferted in Philidor’s book. 

There are various kinds of check-mates, 
the moft ingenious of which is that by Dif- 
covery. 

A Bind mate, is that which is not feen at 
the moment it is given. 

A Smothered Mate is when the King is 
blocked up with his own pieces, and is moft 
commonly given by the Knight. 

The Scholar's Mate is given in four, and 
the Fool's Mate in two moves. 

The Stale Mate is called /e Pat in French, 
and /o Sta//o in Italian, from Sta//, Dwelling- 
place, becaufe the King remains in his place 
uncheckniated. 

La Tavola, in Italian, means that kind of 
drawn game sthick is fo, in confequence of 
continual checks and retreats to the fame 
place; the French term it / ane? per petuel. 
Al drawn game, partie remife, giucco patto, 
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may happen various ways, by the perpetual 
check above mentioned; by the two Kings 
remaining alone on the field of battle; by 
each King having only a fingle piece at the 
end of the game, without any local advan- 
tage on either fide: by the game being fo 
fituated, that both fides are on the defen- 
five, and neither will be the firft to yield and 
lofe the advantage of his fituation. And 
laftly, when the King, having loft all his 
men, is not mated in fifty moves, from the 
unfkilfulnefs of his enemy. 

Giuocare a monte, to play from the begin- 
ning, is, when the pieces are, after a few 
moves, difcovered to have been mifplaced ; 
then a new game muft commence. 

As the following trick is played on a 
Chefs-board, and with the Knight, who 1s, 
according to his method of moving, to cover 
the fixty-four fquares in as many moves ; it 
was thought not improper to infert a few 
methods of performing it. 

Oxanam in 1722, publifhed three methods; 
one of thofe by de Moivre, I have copied, as 

it 
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itis the moft regular of any I have feen, and 
the eafieft to be learnt. 

The fecond on the annexed plate, is with- 
out any regularity, and was found only by 
repeated trials on a flate; the third is like- 
wife irregular. 

Ozanam fays, ‘* This ‘abideth can be 
folved many ways ; it is confiderable enough 
to have merited the attention of feveral great 
geometricians. It is true, they have not 
given us any general folution of it, which 
fhews the difficulty there is in finding it.” 

I believe it is not canis of a general {o- 
lution. 

By infpecting the firft, it will be found, 
that it is indifferent on which corner the 
Knight is firft placed, to play according to 
that combination. 

It is evident, that an almoft infinite num- 
ber of different ways may be found to per- 
form this trick. Thefe may fuffice as {pe- 
cimens. 

In the French book, No. 26, before men- 
tioned, I find, “ It is f{uppofed, that one may 
fucceed 
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fucceed at this, beginning from any of the 
fquares, by taking care that the laft move 
into the fixty,fourth {quare, be juft a fingle 
Knight’s move diftant from the firft.” 

This is far from being fatisfactory, and is 
inferted, merely becaufe it is the only at- 
tempt that has been made towards a general 


folution of this puzzle. 
In the Recreations Mathematiques, par 


Guyot, is another folution ; and others print- 
ed on cards, are fold at the Café de Ja Regence, 
in Paris. | 
The other figures on the plate reprefent 
the Chefs-men ufed in England, in the 
fifteenth century ; and the large capitals, as 
they appear in Caxton’s Book on Chefs, 


For the following paper, [ am indebted to 
the Author of the Life of Dr. Young. ‘This 
Gentleman has been for fome years employ- 
ed on ‘* a new and more perfect Dictionary 


eva 


of the Englith language, down to neatly the 


end of the eighteenth century.” 
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Thee MORALS kes Oak OE Fe 
By Dr. FRANKLIN. 

THE game of Chefs is not merely an idle 
amufement; feveral very valuable qualities of 
the mind, ufeful in the courfe of human 
life, are to be acquired and {trengthened by 
it, fo as to become habits ready on all oc- 
cafions : for life isa kind of Chefs, in which 
we have often points to gain, and competi- 
tors or adverfaries to contend with, and in 
which there is a vaft variety of good and ill 
events that are, in fome degree, the effe@ of 
prudence, or of the want of it. By playing 
at Chefs then, we may learn, 

1ft. Forefight, which looks a little into 
futurity, and confiders the confequence that 
may attend an action ; for it is continually 
occuring to the player, “ If I move this 
piece, what will be the advantage or difad- 
vantage of my new fituation? What ufe 
can my adverfary make of it, to annoy me? 
— What other moves can I make to {up- 
port it, and to defend myfelf from his at- 
tacks ?” 


ad. 
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2d. Circumfpection, which furyeys the 
whole Chefs-board, or fcene of action: the 
relation of the feveral pieces, and their f- 
tuations; the dangers they are repeatedly 
expofed to; the feveral poflibilities of their 
aiding each other; the probabilities that the 
adverfary may make this or that move, and 
attack this or that piece; and what different 
means can be ufed to avoid his ftroke, or 
turn its confequences again{t him. 

3d. Caution, not to make our moves too 
haftily. This habit is beft acquired by ob- 
ferving ftritly the laws of the game; fuch 
as, if you touch a piece, you muft move it 
fomewhere ; if you fet it down, you mutt let 
it ftand. 

Therefore, it would be the better way 
to obferve thefe rules, as the game becomes 
thereby more the image of human life, and 
particularly of wai ; in which, if you have 
incautioufly put yourfelf into a bad and dan- 
gerous pofition, you cannot obtain your ene- 
mies to leave to withdraw your troops, and 
place them more fecurely ; but you mutt 


abide 








WE cold pau ype rnan etn os ena iST ESE beurre SEER et eeeep tity i at sPSTeitiSrartisy esis i pept eh 
SR ST ace er ae eR eS Ne 






























[ 


abide all the confequences of your rafh- 
ne{s. : 
And laftly, we learn by Chefs the habi 

of not being difcouraged by prefent bad ap- 
pearances in the ftate of our affairs; the 
habit of hoping for a favourable chance, and 
that of perfevering in the fearch of refources. 
The game is fo full of events, there is fuch a 
variety of turns in it, the fortune of it is fo 
fudden to viciffitudes, and one fo frequently, 
after contemplation, difcovers the means of 
extricating one’s-felf from a fuppofed infur- 
mountable difficulty, that one is encouraged 
to continue the conteft to the laft, in hopes 
of victory from our {kill ; or, at leaft, from 
the negligence of our adverfary. And who- 
ever confiders, what in Chefs. he often fees 
inftances of, that fucccefs is apt to produce 
prefumption and it’s confequent inattention, 
by which more is afterwards loft than was 
gained by the preceding advantage, while 
misfortunes produce more care and atten- 
tion, by which the lofs may be recovered, 
will learn not to be too much difcouraged 
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by any prefent fucceffes of his adverfary, nor 


to defpair of final good-fortune, upon every 
little check he receives in the purfuit of it. 

That we may, therefore, be induced more 
frequently to chufe this beneficial amufe- 
ment in preference to others, which are not 
attended with the fame advantages, every 
circumftanee that may increafe the pleafure 
of it fhould be regarded: and every action. or 
word that is unfair, difrefpectful, or that in 
any way may give uneafinefs, fhould. be 
avoided, as contrary to the immediate inten- 
tion of both the parties, which is to pafs the 
time agreeably : 

ift. "Therefore, if itis agreed to play ac- 
cording to the ftrict rules, then thofe rules 
are to be ftrictly obferved by both parties ; 
and fhould not be infifted upon for one fide, 
while deviated from by the other, for this 
is not equitable. 

ad. If it is agreed not to obferve the rules 
exactly, but one party demands indulgences, 
he fhould then beas willin g to allow them to 
the other. 


ad, 
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3d. No falfe move fhould even be made 
to extricate yourfelf out of a difficulty or to 
gain an advantage ; for there can be no plea= 
{ure in playing with a man once detected in 
fuch unfair practice. 

4th. If your adverfary is long in playing, 
you ought not to hurry him, or exprefs any 
uneafinefs at his delay; not even by looking 
at your watch, or taking up a book to read : 
you fhould not fing, nor whiftle, nor make a 
tapping with your feet on the floor, or wit! 
your fingers on the table, nor do any thing 
that may diftract his attention; for all thefe 
things difpleafe, and they do not prove your 
{kill in playing, but your craftinefs, and your 
fudenefs. : 

sth. You ought not to endeavour. to 
amufe and deceive your adverfary, by pre- 
tending to have made bad moves: and 
faying you have’ now loft the game, in 
order to make him fecure and carelefs; and 
inattentive to your fchemes; for this is 


fraud and deceit, not {kill in the game of 
Chefs. 
L, 6th 
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6th. You muft not, when you have gain- 
ed a victory, ufe any triumphing or infult- 
ing expreflions, nor {how too much of the 
pleafure you feel ; but endeavour to’ confole 
your adverfary, and make him lefs diffatis- 
fied with himfelf by every kind and civil 
expreffion that may be ufed with truth; 
fuch as, you underftand the game better than 
J, but you are a little inattentive, or you play 
too faft; or you had the beft of the game, 
but fomething happened to divert -your 
thoughts, and that turned it in my favour. 
7th. If you are a fpectator, while others 
play, oblerve the moft perfect filence ; for if 
you give advice, you offend both the parties ; 
him againft whom you give it, becaufe it 
may.caufe him to lofe the game; him in 
whofe favour you give it, becaufe, though it 
be good, and he follows it, he lofes the 
pleafure he might have had, if you had per- 
mitted him to think till it occurred to him- 
felf. Even, after a move, or moves, you 
mutt not, by replacing the pieces, fhow how 
they might have been ‘placed better; for 
that 
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that difpleafes, and might occafion difputes, 
or doubts about their true fituation. 

All talking to the players, leffens or di- 
verts their attention, and is, therefore, un= 
pleafing : nor fhould you give the leaft hint 
to either party by any kind of noife or 
motion, if you do, you are SONG to be a 
{peClator. 

If you defire to exercife or thow your 
judgment, do it in playing your own game, 
when you have an opportunity, not in criti- 
cifing or meddling with, or counfelling the 
play of others. 

Laftly, if the game is not to be played ri- 
goroufly, according to the rules above men- 
tioned, then moderate your defire of victory 
over your adverfary, and be pleafed with one 
over yourfelf, 

Snatch not eagerly at every advantage offer- 
ed by his unfkilfulnefs or inattention; but 
point out to him kindly, that by fuch a 
move, he places or leaves a piece en prifé 
unf{upported ; that by another, he will put his 
King into a dangerous fituation, &c. 
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By this generous civility (fo oppolite to 
the unfairnefs above forbidden) you may hap- 
pen indeed to lofe the game, but you will 
win what is better, his efteem, his refpect, 
and his affection; together with the filent ap- 
probation and the good-will of the fpectators. 

To this, the Gentleman who favoured me 
with it, has added, 

When a vanquithed player is guilty of an 
untruth to cover his difgrace, as ‘* I have not 
played fo long; his method of opening the 
game confufed me ;—the men were of an 
unufual fize,” &c. All fuch apologies (to 
call them no worfe) muft lower him in a 
wife perfon’s eyes, both as a man, and as a 
Chefs-player ; and who will not fufpect that 
he, who thelters himfelf under fuch untruths 
in trifling matters, is no very tturdy mora- 
lift in things of greater confequences, where 
his fame or honour are at ftake? A man of 
proper pride would {corn to account for his 

being beaten, by oneof thefe excufes, evenif it 
were true; becaufe they all have fo much the 


appearance, at the moment, of being untrue. 
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ANECDOTES of Mr. PHILIDOR. 
Communicated by Himfelf. 























ANaré Danican Philidor, was born at 
Dreux near Paris, in 1726." His grand~ 
father was a Hautboy-player at the Court of 
Lewis XIII. An Italian Mufician named 
Philidor, was admired at that Court for his 
performance on the fame inftrument; and 
after his departure, the King gave Mr. Da- 
nican the Sodrzguef or nick-name of Phi- 
lidor, which has {till remained in the family. 
His father, and feveral of his brothers, be- 
longed to the band of Lewis XIV. and Lewis 
XV, | 

At fix years of age he was admitted 
among the children of the Chapel-Royal of 
Verfailles, where, being obliged to attend 
daily, he had an opportunity of learning 
Chefs from the Muficians in waiting, of 
whom there were about eighty. Cards not 
being allowed fo near the Chapel, they had 
along table with fix Chefs-boards inlaid. 
At 
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At the age of eleven, a Motet, or Pfalm 
with choruffes, of his compofition was per- 
formed, which pleafed Lewis XV. fo much, 
that he gave the compofer five Louis: this 
encouraged the lad to compofe four more. 
When he had attained his fourteenth year, 
he left the Chapel, and was then reputed 
the moft fkilful Chefs-player of the Band. 
This was in 1740, when feveral Motets of 
his compofition were performed at Paris. at 
the Concert Spirituel, which were favourably 
received by the public as the productions of 
a child, who was already a Mafter and 
Teacher-of Mufic. At this time Chefs was 
played at in almoft every Coffee-houfe in — 
Paris, and he applied fo clofely to the game 
that he neglected his fcholars, and they con- 
fequently took another mafter. This in- 
duced him rather to purfue the ftudy of 
Chefs than of Mufic. Mr. de Kermur, Sire 
de Legalle, who is ftill living, and was then 
near forty years of age, was efteemed the beft 
Chefs-player in Frarice, and young Philidor 
fought every opportunity of receiving his 


In- 
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inftructions, by which he improved fo effen- 
tially, that three years after, Mr. de Legalle, 
though ftill his mafter, was not able to allow 
him any advantage. 

Mr. de Legalle once afked him, Whe- 
ther he had never tried to play by memory, 
without {feeing the board ? Philidor replied, 
That as he had calculated moves, and even 
whole games at night in bed, he thought he 
could do it, and immediately played a game 
with the “Abbé C4enard, which he won 
without feeing the board, and without hefi- 
tating upon any of the moves; this was a 
circumftance much fpoken of in Paris, and, 
in confequence, he often repeated this method 
of playing. | 

Philidor then finding he could readily 
play a fingle game, offered to play two 
games at the fame time, which he did at a 
Coffee-houfe ; and of this party, the follow- 
ing account is given in the French Excycl- 
pede: 

«© We had at Paris, a young man of 
eighteen, who played at the fame time two 
L 4 games 
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games at Chefs, without feeing the boards, 
beating two antagonifts, to either of whom 
he, though. a firft-rate player, could only 
give the advantage of a Kuzght, when fee- 
ing the board. We fhall add to this ac- 
count, a circumftance of which we were 
eye-witnefies: In the middle of one of his 
games, a falfe move was defignedly made, 
which, after a great number of moves he 
difcovered, and placed the piece where it 
ought to have been at firft. This young 
man is named Mr. Philidor, the fon of a 
Mufician of repute; he himfelf is a great 
Mufician, and, perhaps, the beft player of 
Polifh Draughts there ever was, or ever will 
be. This is among the moft extraordinary 
examples of ftrength of memory, and’ of 
imagination.” 

Forty years after this, he played two dif- 
ferent times in London, three games at 
once. Of one of thefe exertions, the follow- 
ing account appeared in the London Newf- 
papers in May 1 Re 
| ‘ Yefter- 
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“* Yefterday, at the Chefs-club in St, 
James’s-ftreet, Mr. Philidor performed one 
of thofe wonderful exhibitions for which he 
is fo much celebrated. He played at* the 
fame time three different games, without 
feeing either of the tables. His opponents 
were, Count Bruhl, Mr. Bowdler (the 
two beft players in London), and Mr. Ma- 
feres. He defeated Count Bruhl in an hour 
and twenty minutes, and Mr. Maferes in 
two hours. Mr. Bowdler reduced his game 
to a drawn battle in an hour and three 
quarters. To thofe who underftand Chefs, 
this exertion of Mr. Philidor’s abilities, mutt 
appear, one of the greateft of which the 
human memory is fufceptible. He goes 
through it with aftonifhing accuracy, and 
often corrects miftakes in thofe who have 
the board before them. Mr. Philidor fits 
with his back to the tables, and fome gen- 
tleman prefent who takes his part, informs 
him of the move of his antagonift, and then 


by his direction, plays his pieces as he dic- 


tates,” 
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.The other match was with Count Bruhl, 
Mr. Jennings, and Mr. Erfkine, to the lat 
of whom he gave a Pawn and the move; 
the Count made a drawn game, and both 
the other gentlemen loft their games, 

But to return: In 1745, he became ac- 
quainted with an Italian named Lanza, 
whofe daughter was looked on as a prodigy 
for her talents on the Harpfichord, though 
but thirteen years of age. This man en-_ 
gaged Philidor to g0 with him to Holland, 
to meet Geminiani, who had promifed his 
affiftance in giving twelve Subfcription Con- 


certs, at which the girl was to perform, She 





being indifpofed, was left with. her mother 


at Paris, and ‘at Rotterdam her father re- 
ceived the news of her death, 

‘Thus Philidor found himéelf in a foreign 
country pennylefs, and bereft of all his 
hopes of advantage from the propofed con- 
certs. Fis fkill at Draughts was: now a 
great refource to him at Rotterdam and Am- 
fterdam: he remained a twelvemonth in 
Fiolland, refiding chiefly at the Hague, 


where 
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where he became acquainted with Colonel 
la Deves, a relation of the late Lord .Ligo- 
nier, and with the Prince of Waldeck, who 
then commanded the Dutch army, both 
Chefs-players; the former was fo fkilful, 
that Philidor could only givehima Kunight:— 
the Prince rewarded him nobly for his in- 
ftructions. 

In 1747, he vifited England, where Sir 
Abraham Janffen introduced him to all the 
celebrated players of the time. Sir Abra« 
ham was not only the beft Chefs-player in 
England, but likewife the beft player he ever 
met with, after his Mafter Mr. de Legalle, 
as the Baronet was able to win one game 
in four of him even: and Mr. de Legalle, 
with whom Sir Abraham afterwards played 
in Paris, was of the fame opinion with regard 
to his fkill. 

Sir Abraham, befides the common game, 
delighted in playing at a more complicated 
one, invented by the late Duke of Rutland. 
At this game, the board is 14 {quares in 
breadth, and ro in height, which make 140 
houfes ; 








L tb 
houfes ; 14 pieces and 14 pawns on a fide: 
the pawns might move either one, two, or 
three {quares, the firft time. 

The pieces were, the King, the Queen, 
then two Bz/hops, two Knights, a Crowned 
Caftle, uniting the move of the King and 
Caftle, anda common Caffe. 

On the other fide of the King, was a Con- 
cubine, whofe move was that of the Caftle 
and the Knight united, two Bz/hops, a fingle 
Knight,a Crowned Cajile, and a common one. 
The beft players at this game, after Sir A- 
braham, were Stamma, Dr. Cowper, and 
Mr. Salvador. Philidor in lefs than two 
months, was able to give a Knight to each 
of thefe gentlemen at this game. It may be 
obferved, that the Pawns are here of very 
little ufe; and that by the extent of the 
board, the Knights lofe much of their value, 

hich, of courfe, renders the game more 
defective, and lefs interefting than the com- 


mon one; and fince the death of Sir Abra- 


ham in i763, it is forgotten, or at leaft, dif- 


ufed. 


In 
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In 1748, Philidor returned to Holland, 
where he compofed his Treatife on Chefs. 
At Aix la Chapelle, he was advifed by Lord 
Sandwich to go to Eyndhoven, a village 
between Bois-le-Duc and Maeftricht, where 
the Englith army was encamped. He had 
there the honour of playing with the late 
Duke of Cumberland, who fubfcribed libe- 
rally himfelf, and procured a great number 
of other fubfcribers to his work on Chefs, 

which was publifhed in London in 1749. 

In 1750, he frequented the houfe of the 
French Ambaflador, the Duke of Mirepoix, 
who gave a weekly dinner to the lovers of 
Chefs, at which game he was himfelf very 
expert. 

Philidor remained another year in Eng- 
jand, and learning that the King of Pruffia 
was fond of Chefs, he fet off for Berlin in 
17st. The King faw him play feveral 
times at Potfdam, but did not play with him 
himfelf: there was a Marquis de Varennes, 
and a certain Jew, who played even with 


the 
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the King, and to each of thefe Philidor gave 
a Knight, and beat them. 

The following year he left Berlin, ftaid 
eight months at. the Prince of Waldeck’s at 
‘Arolfen, and three weeks at the Court of 
the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel, and then re- 
turned to England, where he remained till 
1755. His paflion for Chefs did not make 
him neglect his mufical talent ; for in 1753, 
he fet Dryden’s. Qde to St. Cecilia to mufic, 
which was performed at the Little Theatre in 
the Haymarket. Handel commended it, 

He returned to France in 1755, with .a 
ferious intention of devoting himfelf to mu- 
fic: and foon after, he folicited the appoint- 
ment of Maiter of the Chapel Royal, where 
two new Motets of his compofition were 
performed ; but as the late Queen, and the 
whole Court were ufed to ancient mufic, he 
was unfuccefsful in his application ; he con- 
foled himfelf, however, with the compli- 


ments he received from the Amateurs of the 


Science, 


In 
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in 17 59, his firftt mufical Drama, entitled 
Blaife le Savetier, was performed. at the 
Theatre of the Comzc Opera, which had fuch 
a run, that he abandoned Church-mufic, and 
applied himfelf wholly to the Stage ; and in 
the fame year, he compofed 7? Huitre & [es 
Plaideurs ; in 1760, le Soldat Magicien, and 
the Qui pro quo; and in 1761, le Fardinier 
& fon Sergneur, and le Marechal Ferrant. 

In confequence of the fuccefs of thefe 
pieces, the Itahan Comedy was deferted ; and 
in 1762, thetwo Theatres were united, and 
{till form the prefent Italan Comedy. ‘This 
feafon (1762), he produced Sancho Panga ; 
in 1763, the Bucheron, and Les Fétes de la 
Paix ; in 1764, the Sorczer. 

In 1765, Lom tones, which was damned 
the firft night; but the following year it 
was repeated with great fuccefs. In 1766, 
emboldened by his increafing popularity, he 
aimed at an entire change of the national 
tafte for the French mufic, and accordingly 
compofed a Tragic Opera, entitled, Erze- 
linda Princefs of Norway, without mytho- 
logy, 
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logy, and with -recitative, after the Italian 
manner, intermixed with airs: ‘This was 
reprefented at the French Opera, and not- 
withftanding the cabals of the Nobility, who 
were bigotted to the old mufic, the bad 
finging of the actors and actreffes, and the 
indifferent execution of the Orcheftra; not-— 
with{tanding the obftacles thrown by the 
Dancers in the way of a performance, which 
formed a new and interefting {pectacle; this 
piece was played eight fucceflive nights, and 
then dropt. Lewis XV. was, however, fo 
well pleafed with it, that he privately re- 
warded the compofer with a penfion of 2 5 
Louis from his privy purfe. This Opera 
was again performed with better fingers, and 
a better band in 1776 and 1777, with great 
fuccefs. 

In 1769, he brought out Addolonimus, or 
The Gardener of Sidon ; in 1770, le fardinier 
Suppofé, and ta Nouvelle Ecole des Femmes; 
and in 1772, /e Bon Fils; this year he came 
to England for the fourth time, and paffed 
a month with his friends. 


In 
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in 1773, a new Opera of his eompofition, 
called le Premier Navigateur, was perform- 
ed at Fontainebleau before the Court; and 
his Qpera of Ernelinda was repeated at Ver- 
failles, among the entertainments given on 
account of the marriage of the Count d’Ar- 
tois. : 

{In 1775, he produced ks Femmes Vengées, 
and in the winter, returned to London to 
the Chefs-club, and repeated his annual 
vifits, the four following years 1776, Vag gay 
and 79. | 

In 1776, he publithed a new edition of his 
Chefs-book, 

In 1779, at London, he fet to mufic the 
Carmen Seculare of Horace, which was per- 
formed three nights with great fuccefs at 
Freemafon’s-Hall, and afterwards at Paris. 
The Emprefs of Ruffia required, and obtain. 
ed a copy in {core from the author, for 
which fhe generoufly rewarded him. 

The prefent King of Pruffia, when Prince- 
Royal, was likewife very liberal to the au- 
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[ 162 | 
thor, who had fent hima copy of this piece 
of mutfic. | 

It isnow in the prefs at Paris, and will be 
{peedily publithed, dedicated to the Emprefs, 
with an engraven title-page, reprefenting the 
arms of Ruffia. | 

In 1780, he compofed a Lyric Tragedy, 
called Perfeus, which was performed at the 
French Opera. 

He was again. in England, during the 
winters of 1781, 1782, and 1783. In 1735; 
he brought out at Fontainebleau, Lhems/to- 
cles, a Lyric Tragedy, which was after- 
wards performed at Paris; and Profper G 
Vincent, or 1 Amitié au Village, repretented 
both at Fontainebleau, and. at the Italian 


Comedy. 





aving thus enumerated Mr. Philidors 
Mufical Compofitions, the fubject of Chefs 
fhall be refumed. 
The beft Chefs-players who were living 
in England, during this century, were 


Mr. 
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L Tees 
Mr. Cunningham, Lord Sunderland, Lord 
Godolphin, Lord Elibank, Mr. Cargyll, Sir 
Abraham Janffen, P. Stamma, Dr. ‘Black, 
Dr. Cowper, and Mr, Salvador. | 

Moft of thefe gentlemen ufed to meet at 
Old Slaughter’s Coffeehoufe, St. Martin’s- 
Lane, in a private room. poe 

in'1747, Mr. Philidor played a match of 
ten games with Stamma, giving him the 
move, allowing a drawn game to bea loft 
one, and betting five to four on each game, 
-—With all thefe advantages, Stamma won 
only two games, of which one was a drawn 
game, 

In 1751, while Philidor was at Windfor 
with the late Duke of Cumberland, he in- 
troduced Dr. Black, a clergyman, who kept 
a {chool at Chifwick, as a firft rate Chefs- 
player, to the Duc de Mirepoix, the French 
Aimbafiador, at his country houfe at Ham- 
merfmith. The Doctor turned this talent 
to fuch advantage, that the Duke’ folicited, 
and obtained for him, the year following, a 
living of two hundred pounds per annum, 


’ 
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which was in the: gift’ of his late Ma- 
jetty. 

In 1779, a Chefs-club was formed at the 
Salopian Coffee-houfe, Charing-crofs ; and 
in-1774,a new one next door to the Thatch- 
ed- Honfe, in St. James-{treet, where it Is 
ftill continued. The number of Members 
is limited to a hundred, as in the Chefs- 
club at Paris : and the Members of the one 
are admitted into ‘the other, without being 
ballottéed for. 

The terms of the fub{cription are three 
guineas.’ Soon after the inftitution, feveral 
zealous Members made a fubfcription a among 
themfelves, in order to defray’ Mr. Phili- 
dor’s expences, ‘and enable him to attend 
them during the winter. 

The: beft ‘players are Count Bruhl], the 
Hon. Henry Conway, Lord Harrowby, Mr. 
Bowdler, and Mr. Jennings. -Thefe gen- 
tlemen "give Mr. Philidor the two ‘firh 
moves, for which they receive a Knight, and 


are phon a match fér him. 
Among 
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Among the Ladies, he has not met with 
a firft, or éven a fecond-rate player. 

Mr. dé Legalle; who is now eighty-five 
years of age, is the beft Chef$-player in 
France after Mr: Philidér: The lat match 
thefe gentlemen played was in 1755, wher 
the Scholar beat his Mafter: 

In the beginning of this century, there 
were fevetal great players at Paris, particu 
larly the Marquis de Grofminy and his bro- 
ther, who ufed to beat Mr: de Legalle in 
L728; the Chevalier de Feron; who was 
his equal, as was the Chevalier du Son; the 
laft wrote a Tréatife on Chefs; but his death 
prevented its publication: the manufcript 
was left to the late Prince de Conty. 

Of the fecond-rate players who were able 
to defend themfelves againft Mr. de Legalle, 
with the advantage of the pawn and the 
move, were the Chancellor d’Aguefleau and 
his fon: the Prefident de Nicolai, the Duke 
de Mortemart, the Duke de Muirepoix, the 
Abbé Chenard, the Abbé Maillot, Mr. Fou-. 


bert, and Mr. de St. Paul. 
M 2 The 
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. "The Chancellor d’Aguefleau ufually play- 
ed for Half-a-Crown a game, with Mr. de 
Legalle. The latter once propofed deep 
play to the Chancellor, which he explained 
to be a living then vacant at Vincennes, for 
an Abbé of his acquaintance. The Chan- 
cellor immediately took the move, and in 
pufhing his pawn faid va 7bdé; Mr. de 
Legalle did not chufe to win the game, 
which the Chancellor told him, fhould not 
prejudice his friend, and accordingly gave 
him the Benefice. 

In 1783, a Chefs-club was eftablithed at 
Paris, in the new buildings of the Dake of 
Orleans, near the Palais- Royal, under the 
protection of Monjieur (the King’s brother); 
who is himfelf a member of it. The beft 
players are Mr. Bernard, Mr. Carlier, Mr; 
Verdoni, Mr. Leger, and Mri Garnier 3; who 
being only of the fecond clafs of players, are 
not able to cope with Mr. de Legalle or Mr. 
Philidor, without receiving a pawn and the 
move. ‘Vhen ‘follow’ the gentlemen to 
whom a pawn and two moves are given ; 

3 the 



























: 
the Cotint de Bifly, and the Chevaliers dé 
Beaurevoir; de la Pallu, and d’Anfelet. 

The fubfcription to this Club, is four 


Louis annually. 


The firft of the followifg accounts «18 

taken from the Morning Poff of the 28th of 
May, and the other from the World of the 
fame day. 

{. “© The celebrated Mr. Philidor, whofe 
unrivalled excellence at the game of Chefs has 
been long diftinguithed, invited the members 
of the Chefs-club, and the amateurs in ge- 
neral of that arduous amufement, to be pre- 
fent on Saturday laft at a fpectacle of the moft 
curious kind; as it was to difplay a very 
wonderful faculty of the human mind, 
which faculty, however, is perhaps exclu- 
fively at prefent his own. 

«© In confequence of this invitation, thirty 
gentlemen and three ladies attended Mr. 
Philidor at Parflo’s, in St. James’s-ftreet, 
where, in their prefence, with his eyes 
clofed, he contended with two gentlemen at 
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the fame time, who had each a Chefs-board, 
and who may, perhaps, be deemed dmong 
the firft players in Europe next himfelf. 

‘¢ Count Bruhl was his adverfary at one 
Board, and Mr. Bowdler at the other, and to 

each he allowed the ji move. | 

© Mr. Philidor’s reprefentatives were Mrs. 
Wilmot of Bloom{bury.-fquare, and a gentle- 
man of the name of Cooper, 

“< The games commenced at ten minutes 
after two o’clock, and lafted exactly ore hour 
and forty ramutes. 

‘©’ The manner in which thef gamés were 
played, was alternately as to each move.—« 
Count Bruhl began, and mentioned aloud 
the move he had made: Mr. Philidor then 
directed his reprefentative, and fo proceeded 
to the conclufion of both ¢ gaines, , 

“The game with the Count was drawn, 
and Mr. Bowdler was fuccefsful with the 
other, owing to the quicknefs with which 
the earlier moves in both games were made, 
and to the extreme fimilarity in the fituation 
of the pieces towards the commencement: 


for 



























for if the games had lefs refembled each 


other, Mr. Philidor would have preferved a 
more diftiné recollection. 

<* ‘The. idea of the intelleG&ual labour that 
was pafling in the mind of Mr. Philidor; 
fuggefted a painful perception to the {peta- 
tor, which, however, was quite unnecefla- 
ry, as he feldom paufed half a minute, and 
feemed to. undergo little mental fatigue, 
being fomewhat jocofe through the whole, 
and uttering occafionally many pleafantries 
that diverted the company. The whole 
pafled in the French language. 

“¢ When theintrinfic difficulty of the game 
is confidered, as well as the great {kill of 
his adverfaries, who, of courfe, conduéted it 
with the moft fubtle complications ; this 
exertion feems abfolutely miraculous, and 
certainly deferves to be recorded as a proof, 
at once interefting and aftonifhing, of the 
power of human intelligence. 


Il. ‘* This brief article is the record of 
more than fportand fafhion: itis a phenome- 
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non in the biffory of man! and fo thould te 
hoarded among the beft famples of human 
memory—till memory fhall be no more. 

«The ability of fixing on the mind the 
entire plan of two Chefs-tables, with the 
multiplied’ viciflitudes of two and thirty 
pieces, in. poffible employment upon each 
table, that a man fhould maintain the two’ 
games at once, without feeing either, but 
merely from the report of move after move 
upon both; and this contending, not with 
bad and inexperienced play, but with two 
of the beft and moft prattifed players in 
Europe: ail this makes up a wonder of fuch 
maenitude, fucha ftretch of the mind in one 
directions beyond it ufual fize ; fuch power, 
not only of grafp and of hold, but of fy{tem 
and diftribution=+as could not be credited, 
perhaps, would not be credible, without re- 
peatea experience of the fad! 

‘This has been had ftom Mr. Philidor 
again and again. But never with more 
ftrugele. For ‘his antagonifts were Count 


Brill and Mr. Bowdler. They never were 


more 
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more excellent. How much refource there 





was, and guarded enterprize, may be ima- 
gined from the time taken in playing. ‘The 
match began foon after two, and was not 
ended till near four o'clock. 

«« In that period, the memory of this afto- 
nifhing man, was never for a moment ab- 
fent nor confufed. He made not one mil- 
take: 

‘© Of the two games, one Philidor L/— 


the other he left a drawn game.” 
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Page 2. 
FOR thus fayeth Attalus, 
Who of Chefs found out the ufe, 
When he treated of Arithmetié. 


Page Se 

There was a Genevan, ndmed M. Bogueret, who 
being come to Chambery, took it into his head to 
propofe to me to learn Chefs, at which he played a lit- 
tle. I tried almoft againfl my inchination ; and after 
having, as well as I could, learnt the moves, my pro- 
erefs was fo rapid, that before the end of the firft 
fitting, I gave him the Caftle which he had given me 
at the beginning. There wanted no more for me $ 
behold me mad after Chefs. I buy a board: [ buy 
the Calabrefe ; I fhut myfelf up in a room; I there 
pafs the days and the nights in endeavouring to leart 
by heart all the games, in cramming them into my 
brain right or wrong; in playing with inyfelf without 
relaxation, and without end. After two or three 
months of this fine work, and of incredible efforts, I 
go to the coffce-houfe, lean, yellow, and almoft ftu- 


pified. 
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ified. I try myfelf, I play again with M. Bagueret > 
te beats me once, twice, twenty times; fo many 
combinations were jumbled together in my brain, and 
my imagination was fo deadened, that I faw nothing 
but a cloud before me. As often as I have eemied 
myfelf with the book of Phifidor, or that of Stamma, 
in {tudying games, the fame thing has happened to me; 
and after having worn myfelf out with fatigue, I have 
found myfelf more feeble than before. Now, whe- 
ther I have abandoned Chefs, or that by playing I have 
got again into practice, I have never advanced a notch 
fince that firft fitting ; and I have always found myfelf 
at the fame point where I wasin finifhing it. Were I 
to practife thoufands of ages, I fhould end with being 
able to give the Caftle to Bagueret, and no more.— 
There is time well employed, you will fay! and I 
have notemployed a little at it. I only ended this firft 
Effay, when I had no longer ftrength to continue it, 
When I made my appearance, at firft iffuing from my 
chamber, I looked as one rifen from the grave; and had 
I continued the fame courfe, I fhould not have been 
long above ground. 
| Page 14, 

It is a trifle not without merit from its mechanifm ; 
but its effects appear fo marvellous, only from. the 
boldnefs of thé idea, and from the happy choice of the 
means employed to caufe illufion. 


Page 15e 
For his only amufement he played fometimes at 
Chefs :.if little things paint men, it may be allowed 
to mention, that he always made the King march at 
that game; he made ufe of it more than of any of the 
other piecesyand by that means he loft every game. 
When 
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‘When they had well barricadoed his houfe, and the 
King had made the circuit of his pretended retrench~ 
ments, he fat down coolly to play at Chefs with his 
favourite Grothufen, as if every thing had been in pro- 
found fecurity. 


Page 16. 

Tranflated by Thomas Hoby, in:1556. 

Frig truely an Honeit tynde cf enteccennmente ano 
@ittic. But mething tt Hach a fanit, woiche rs, uta matt 
fan be fe conning atit, for whoeher will be ercellent ithe 
slave of Chefies, jbeleave he mut beefowe much tre 
about it, and apple it with fo much tuts, that a man 
way alfoone learne fome notle Socvence, or rompafe 
ay other matter of impoctaunce, and pet in the end iit 
ueefioming all that labaure, he knowerh no more but a 
game. CWherfore in this SJ) beleave there haupeneth a 
wern tare thing, nameln, that the meane is mace coms 
mendable than the ercellency. 

Page 1%. 

Fighth Edition from the French of Peter Cofte.— 

London, 1776. 
Or if he played at Chefs, what flring of his 
foul was not touched and employed by this idle child- 
ifh game ? J hate and avoid it, becaufe it fs not merry 
enough, but too ferious a diverfion, and I am athamed 
to {pend as much thought upon that, as would ferve to 
much better ufes. Do but fee how we confound this 
filly diverfion, if the foul be not all attention tb 
it, and whata field is thereby opened for every one to 
know, and to make a right judgment of himfelf? Ido 
not more thoroughly fift myfelf in any other pofture. 
What paflion are we exempted from in ‘this game? 
Anger, {pite, malice, ihypatience, and a vehement de- 
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fire of getting the better in a concern wherein it were 
more excufableto be ambitious of being overcome: for 


to be eminent, and to excel above the common rate in 
frivolous things, is not graceful in a man of honour. 


Page 18. 

Chefs is now generally out of fafhion ; other taftes, 
other methods of lofing time; in a word, other lefs 
excufable frivoloufneffes have fucceeded. 

: Others, on the contrary, obferving that 
chance has no fhare in this game, and that fkill alone 
jg victorious at it, have efteemed good Chefs-players 

to be endowed with a fuperior capacity: but if this 

“ reafoning were true, why do we find fo many people 
ef middling underflanding, nay almoft imbecile, who 
excel therein, whilft many perfons of great genius in 
every age and ftation, have never been able to attain 
even mediocrity ? Let us then fay, that in this cafe, as 
well as in others, habit acquired in youth, perpetual 
practice limited to a fingle objet, mechanical remem- 
brance of the combinations, and conduct of the pieces 
fortiGed by exercife: in fhort, what is called the 
fpirit of play, are the fources of the knowledge of 
Chefs, and do not indicate other talents nor other merit 
in the fame perfon. 





Page 19. 

In thofe times, inthe year of Chrift 1266, there 
came to Florence a Saracen named Buzecca, a very 
great mafter of Chefs-playing, and in the Palace de/ 
Popolo, before Count Guido Novello, he played at one 
time at three Chefs-boards, with the beft mafters of 
Chefs in Florence, playing at two by memory, and 
with the third by fight ; and two games he won, and 


the 





[ 


Wie the third he made a drawn game (by a perpetual 
| check), which circumftance was efteemed marvellous.. 
Sarrafin has likewife quoted this paflage. 



























Page 25. 


Hi How, a joyous ball was held in form of a Tourna- 
ah ment. 


Flow the thirty-two Perfonages of the ball combat. 





Page 41. 
The Giant cried, 
Thou art here, King of Cards t, or of Chefs, 
Y muft crufh thee with my fledge. 








Page 42. 
Here beginneth a genteel and ufeful Treatife onthe 
virtue of the gameof Chefs, that is to fay intituled, 
of the cuftoms of men and of the offices of nobles: 


compofed by the reverend mafter Jacob Dacciefol le, of 
the order of Friars-preachers. : 


Page 45. 

Read reader with haughty foul, 
‘That which this fine volume contains: 

To fpeak the truth it is not a game at Chefs, 
But rules of life and good manners ; 

To live pleafantly and with fincerity, 

And after feek that eternal light, &c. 
en Let us then recur to him who is virtue and grace, 
a from whom proceeds every grace and virtue, that to us 
whom he has enabled to fay fome thing on the game of 
Chefs, to the honour of nobles, he may give grace in 


} Nardi, is not an Ttalian word, it is Spanith; una haraja de 


Naipes, a pack of Cards. 
thig 
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this prefent life; that he may with him petpetually 
live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. Printed at 


Florence 1493. The firft day of March. 


Page 59. 
The tranflation of this paflage is in p. 63. 


Page 59. No. 4. 

Book of the liberal invention and art of the game 
of Chefs, by Ruylopez de Sigura, clerk, inhabitant of 
the town of Cafra. Dire&ted to the much illuftrious 
Lord Don Garcia de Toledo, uncle and firft Lord 
Chamberlain to the moft Serene Prince Don Carlos 
our Lord. 

Not to mind. whether gifts be great or {mall, 
but only the fpirit of him who offers them. 





Page 60. 


If we follow the opinion of Xerxes having been its 
_ inventor, it is neceflary to know, that it was invented 
in the City of Babylon; whilft Amilone reigned there, 
who was furnamed Euilmercdach, fon of Nabucodo= 
nofor, 3400 years after the creation of the world: and 
§60 years before the coming of Chrift our Saviour in« 
to the world: and 600 years after the foundation of 
Rome, reigning in Rome Servius Tullius fixth King 
of Rome, in the 20th year of his reign, for he reigned 
34 years. In the 54th Olympiad.- 235 years before 
Alexander the Great. 27 years after the captivity of 
the Hebrews. And this, according to the true and 
right chronography of the ancient and approved au- 
thors. 
Chapter 2. In which is treated, that play is a laud- 
able leifure, not only to be permitted, but is alfo ne- 


eeflary for the prefervation of human life. 
' Nia Laudable 


















































[, ae 7 

Laudable games’ not only were, and ought to be 
permitted: but they are moreover neceffary to human 
prefervation.. For as Ariftotle fays, in the 10th book 
of Ethics, chap. 5. Omnia habentia corpora no poftunt 
continue operari. Which means, All things that have 
body, cannot continually work. And therefore the 
fame author, in chap. 9, fays, Videtur requies & ludus 
in vita effe neceflariu. ‘That is to fay, It is vifible that 
reft and play are neceflary in life. For as the fame 
author fays, in the 8th of Politics, c. 1. Laboras indi- 
get requi. Ludus gratia requiei eft. He who works, 
(he fays) 1s under-the neceflity of ROME and play is 
becaufe of refting. 


Page 62. 


Others fay, it was invented by two Grecian bro- 
thers, named ie and Tyrrheno. Who being afflict- 
ed with great hunger, in order not to feel it fo much, 
pafled their time in playing at this game. Their father 
Atys, was conftrained to divide his people, becaufe of 
the fterility of their country, and ‘of the famine they 
fuffered. And having caft lots which of his two fons 
fhould remain at home, and which fhould go and peo- 
ple other parts, it fell to Lydo to remain as fucceffor 
to the kingdom, and to Tyrrheno to go out, taking 
with him the greateft part of the people: who arrived 
in Italy, and peopled what was called Tyrrhenia, and 
at prefent Tufcany. 

Page 67. 

What the thirty-two empty houfes on the board 
mean. Chap. 4. 

Thofe houfes or places are: empty. on the-Chefs- 
hoard, becaufe he who has a people to govern, mut 


take care not only to have a City and Republic for the 
habi- 
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L 
habitation of his people, but alfo lands and poffeffions 
to make his fubjeéts work, to the end that they-may be 
nourifhed by their labour, and be able to ferve their 
King. 

The Dame of the white King is always placed in the 
white fquare at the King’s left hand ; that white houfe 
fignifies chaftity, which perfectly embellifhes a woman, 
and which fhe ought carefully to preferve with her 
other virtues. ‘That fhe is at the left hand denotes, 
that fhe goes under the proteCtion and defence of her 
hufband. That of the black King, is in a black 
fquare, and on the right hand, and this is, to make the 
pieces anfwer each other, in the order of the Chefs- 
board : Wecan alfo give fome reafon, why fhe is in 
a black houfe at the right of her hufband, becaufe a 
woman muit fhine only inthe rays of her hufband, by 
whom fhe is more honoured than any other perfon in 
his. kingdom, which is the fignification of her fitua« 
tion at the right hand, it being the cuftom to place at 
the right hand thofe who are intended to be moft ho- 
noureds 


Page 68. 
Sooner dead than changed. 


Page 82. 
Thus rendered by Bayle, 
As foon as in the field thou mov’fta ftep, 
Thy haughty march confounds my whole defign: 
I fee, at thy approach, my men difmay’d; 
My Knights and Bifhops make but faint refiftances 
My Rook and e’en the Queen, forfake their King. 
The text fays, ** In my vain refiftance, King, 
Knight, Rook, and Queen, are lefs than thy Pawns.” 
6 N2 Page 































Page 86. 
: Tranflated, as I fuppofe, by the Reverend Mr. 
Hal Lambe, thus : 

At Chefs to play an ufelefs move, 

tif Of hurtful confequence will prove. 





| A fkilfal player, without defign, 

i Shifts not a foldier from his line. 

‘i Your time is fhort; try to forefee 

an . With fpeed, what the event may be 

ti Of ev’ry move. But firft attend, 
Where you can beft your King defend. 
Place him in a well-guarded fquare, 
The moft remote from hoftile fare. 





And, above all, this a rule make, 

Be not in too much hatte to take. 

With heedful cye your men furvey, 

And with flow hand point out their. way. 
Your head fuggefts a fcheme: look round, 
Perhaps a better may be found. 


Page 87. 
ary requifites to become an excellent player 
at Chefs: Great genius. Great fludy. Great exer- 
ercife. Great fight. ‘Playing with great mafter 





players. 

‘The end of the Book of Chefs, compofed for fine 
geniuffes, and that in which I have failed, they may | 
with their knowledge fupply. 


Page 96. 
Certainly, whoever was the inventor of this game, 
T will certify to you, was a very great Philofopher; I 
mean a perfonage, who, under ‘that witty play, has 
reprelented the irue image and portraiture of the cons 


duct 
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dict of Kings. There isa King and a Dame, affifted 
by two Fools, and after them two Knights; and at the 
end of their rankstwo age , otherwife called Towers. 
Before them are eight Pawns, who are to pave the 
way as forlorn Ropes What did this Philofopher mean 
to reprefent ? Firltas to the Fools, that thofe who ap- 
proach the nearelt to the Kings, are not commonly 
the wifeft men, but the beft jefters. And notwith- 
ftanding the Knights are not fometimes the nighelt to 
Kings, fo is it, that even as the Knights in the game 
of Chefs, giving by their leap, check to the King, he 
ig conftrained to change his place, thus likewile file, 
ig nothing a King ought fo much to fear in his ftate 
as the revolt of his nobility. For that of the popu- 
lace may eafily be fmothered, but the other generally 
brings on a change in the ftate. As to the Towers, 
they are the ftrong cities, which, in cafe of need, of- 
fer a laft retreat for the prefervation of the kingdom. 
He reprefents to you a King, who marches only a fin- 
gle ftep at a time, while all the other pieces put taem- 
felves in offence as well as defence for him, in order to 
teach us, that it is not for a King upon whofe life de- 
pends the repofe of all his fubjects, to expofe himlelf 
every hour to the hazard of ftrokes, like a captain or 
fimple foldicr, feeing that his prefervation permits him 
to make an extraordinary leap from his Cell to that of 
the Tower, as ina flrong place, and tenable againit 
the aflaults of his enemy. But above all, here muft 
be weighed the privilege which he gave to the Dame, 
of taking fometimes the move of the Fools; at others, 
that of the Towers. For to fay well, there is nothing 
has fo much authority over Kings as the Ladies, of 
whom they are not afhamed to acknowledge them- 
felves fervants. I do not underftand thole who’ are 
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joined to them by marriage, but others with whom 
they fall in love. And for this reafon, I am of opi- 
nioy, that he who calls this piece Dame, and not Queen, 
fays beft. Finally this whole game is terminated by 
the King’s-mate. If all the other pieces are not upon 
their guard, they may be taken, and by the fame means 
they are taken off the Board as dead: but for that, 
the King has not loft the victory : he may fometimes 
obtain it with the leffer number of men, according as 
his army is well conducted. As to the reft, the King 
is never difhonoured fo much, as for one even to fup- 
pofe he is taken, but he is reduced to this dilemma— 
that being devoid of all {upport, he can move neither 
here nor there : doing which, he is faid to be mated. 
To fhow us, that let whatever difafter happen to a 
King, we muft not attempt any thing againft his per- 
fon. As tothe furplus, the King’s-mate is the clofure 
of the Board, though he were in the midf of all his 
pieces. Which is to fay, that’ on the prefervation or 
ruin cf our King, depends the prefervation or ruin of 
our itate. One thing I will not forget, which is, the 
recompenfe of the Pawns, when they can gain the 
extremity of the Chefs-board on our adverfary’s fide, 
as if they had been the firft to feale the breach: for in 
that cafe, they are fubftituted in the place of thofe ho- 
nourable pieces, which by having been taken, are 
thrown cut of the Board, For it is in effect, repre- 
fenting as well the rewards as penalties, which ought 
to be in a republic to good or evil doers. 

Jerom Vida reprefented this fine game in form of a 
battle, in Latin Verfes; Verfes which feem to be the 
true and legitimate offspring of Virgil. A thing which 
one would have fuppofed not to be done: but more 
marvellous is what is faid of certain Spaniards, that 
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they are fo ufed and nourifhed to this game, that they 
play at it on horfeback, ufing no other Chefs-board for 
their condudt, than their memory and judgment with 
fpeech. 
I know only the Grammar, and not the Rhetoric of 
this game. Ican tell you of having feen a Lyonefe 
fake off all the pieces of honour, and keep only the 
King with his Pawns; with which, playing twice for 
for once, he obtained the victory over very good play- 
érs. ifaw him put a ring ona Pawn, and undertake 
not to mate the King, but with that Pawn; another 
time advance farther, and place a ring’on one of his 
adverfary’s Pawns, premifing that he would force his 
adverfary to mate him with that Pawn; and in the one 
and the other game, obtain the victory for his opinion, 
againft a man who was not claffed in the rank of in- 
ferior players. 

We may add the fine rencounter of one of our 
Kings, who being prefled and fummoned to furrender 
himfelf by his enemy in a battle, anfwered, that a King 
was never taken alone at the game of Chefs. 


Page 102. 


Thefe metaphorical verfes have nearly the fame 
fignification ag the Profe tranflation in the next 
page, from, a Book of which the title.is, as is therein 


faid, 
The Romance of the Rofe, 
Moralized, clear and neat; 
Tranflated from Rhime in Profe, 
By your humble Molinet. 
I do not pretend to {peak of Coradin, his nephew, 
of whom I have the example at hand, and whofe head 
King Charles took of, notwithftanding the Princes of 
N 4 
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Germany, and cavfed to die in prifon Henry brother 
of the King of Spain, full of treafon and pride. 

Thefe two, like foolith boys, loft Rooks, Knights, 
Fools, and Pawns, at the game of Chefs which they 
had undertaken, and were themfelves fo much in the 
fear of being taken, that they ran out of the Chefs- 
board. But whoever looks at the truth of the matter 
will fee, they were not liable to be mated, for they 
fought without a King, and hadino reafon to fear 
either Check” or Mate, becaufe he. who played againft 
them could not ave them neither on foot or in the 
faddle, for boys (Pawns) are never haved by Fools, 
Knights, Serjeants, (Queens) or Rooks. And if I 
may tell the truth without flattering any one, behold 
how’ it goes with mating. Now as J recolle& the 
game of Chefs, if you know nothing of it, he to 
whom is faid Have muft be the King, when all hig 
men are flaves, fo that he is alone in the place, fees 
nothing to protect him, and then flies from his ene- 
mies who have reduced him to fuch poverty. The 
iberal man and the mifer, know that he cannot be 
taken otherwife. So it pleafed Attalus, who found 
out the. ule of the game of Chefs, when he treated of 
Arithmetic, and in Policratics which treats of the 
matter of numbers, you will fee how he found the faid 
game, and proved it by demonftration. : 


Page 104, 

Andas in well regulated Republics, games at Chefs, 
Tennis, and Billiards are allowed, to entertain fome 
who need not, ought not, or cannot work ; fo the 
printing and having of fuch books is allowed, 


Page 105. 
‘The Soldan of Babylon came every day to play at 
Chefs 
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Chefs after dinner, on the Mats which were at the foot 
of his bed. . 

The old Man of the Mountain, King of the Hauf- 
faflis, (which were a troop of banditti, from whence 
the name of Afjafjin is derived) fent to the King 


games at ‘Tables and Chefs, flowered with amber faften- . 


ed to cryftal with wires of good fine gold. 


Page 117. 
Fools are at Chefs the neareft to Kings, 


Page 118. 

Then he fees on the golden Chefs-board, the men 
fome of ivory, the others of gold. Mafter Gauvain 
takes them apart and begins to play, and touches the 
ivory men, and thofe of gold iffue forth againft him, 
without any one’s touching them, fo that Mafter 
Gauvain played two games and was mated; at the 
third, he demanded his revenge, but when he faw he 
had the wortt of it, he rofe and deftroyed the game. 


Page 119. 

And what we call Xque, the Perfians calls Xa, 
which is like warning the King ; and inftead of Mate, 
they fay Xamate, which in the famelanguage means the 
King is dead; and there being fome who fay that Che/s 
which the Perfians call Xatrank (play or entertain- 
ment of the King), was invented in Babylon: it is 
very confonant to reafon to fuppofe, that from the 
Perfians it came to us, as Babylon was not only near 
to, but very often and for a long time fubje@t to Perfia. 
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E find that the Pan nphlet deferibing Mr 
de. Kempelen’s.-.wooden. Chefs-player, was 
tranflated into Englifh, and: publithed . by 
S. Bladon, in 1784, entitled, Jvenimate Rea- 
fou, with copies of the plates. | 

The Monthly Review for a0 in that 
year, fays, ‘‘ Many were fimple enough to 
affirm, that the wooden man elie really 


and by. bin/felf = certain. politicians at° a 


deeper game), without any communication 
with his confiztuent. Ita appears, indeed, as 


yet, teense to the fpeétators, how 
the artift imparts his influence to the auto- 
maton at the time of his playing, aud all 
the hypothefes which have been invented by 
ingenious and learned men to unfold: this 
myftery, are but vague and inadequate; but 
were they even otherwife, they rather in- 
creafe than diminifh the admiration that 1s 
due to the furprifing talents and dexterity of 
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ticularly, as we are informed, the celebrated 
Mr. Philidor.” This I know to be a 
miftake, for Mr. Philidor is able to give a 
Gajile at leaft to Mr. de Kempelen, and beat 
him. 

A Pamphlet was at the famie\ time pub- 
lifhed in London, entitled, The Automaton 
Che/s-player Expofed and Deteéed, in which 
the Author fays, “<I fee a foreigner come 
among us, and demand five fhillings a-piece 
admittance, to fee what he calls an Auto- 
maton Chefs-player. An Automaton, is a 
felf-moving engine, with the principle of 
motion within itfelf; but this Chefs-player 
is no. fuch thing. And therefore, to call it 
an Automaton, is an impofition, and merits 
a public detection; efpecially, as the high 
price of five fhillings for each perfon’s ad- 
miffion, mmduces the vifitor to believe, that 
its movements are really performed by me- 
chanic powers; when,, in fact, the whole 
delufion is fupported by invifible confede- 
rates.” AsIam perfonally acquainted with 
the writer of this: Pamphlet, I only fay, 
that 
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that he is miftaken, and has not defeégfed 
any thing. Mr. de Cremps, in his Magie 





Blanche, is likewife of the fame erroneous 
opinion, that a Child or Dwarf is concealed 
within the image. 

Ina Novel, entitled, ‘* Gerardo, the un 
fortunate Spaniard, or a Pattern for-lafcivi- 
ous Lovers ;”’ 4to, made Englifh, and pub- 
lifhed by Edward Blount. London, 1622, 
Y am informed there is a curious fcene about 
Chefs; I have not yet feen the book. 

In a Modern Novel, called The Adven- 
tures of Mi/s Lucy Watfon, London 1768, 
publifhed by W. Nicholl, one of the per- 
{onages is an enthufiaftic Chefs-player. In 
one of his Letters, he fays, ‘* Pardon the 
predilection I have for that glorious effort 
of the human mind; this noble game is 
the criterion of every one who plays at it. 
It is the fureft teft of their abilities ; and the 
moft unerring proof of what degree of parts 
they have received from nature. . There is 
no other game, amufement, or fcarce an 
employment that fathoms the inmoft foul 


of 





erate elerpentete Pies? Prectelaraeetsthrars ort sbi. os - St STeorrerel eis POLAR LPORLY epg teks } Mipercore stints Peteeberiteritetttrette rete eetee 
TEAM oeei hh Datta bohdae teat baits MiAeea teh ane ial hiaa ls Labbe LESS SPAMS SMELL attest hc tek ests Leads Sake Efe stashed Hh peeks te phed ed UH ESL TEES othe sk seat lA sea ataatt assis sin seitisacin saan 


es 5 aes! 

of man more, than this of Chefs. I believe, 
and I fpeak it without affectation, that I 
could form no flight idea of the character of 
any perfon, without hearing him {peak a 
fyliable, only by ftanding over a few of his 
cames of Chefs.” This is ludicroufly meant 
by the author of the Novel, who has repre- 
{ented its writer as a perfon who loves 
women and values men in proportion to 
their fkill at Chefs. 

Among the Deaths announced in the 
Newfpapers, I find, “* The 20th April, 
at Paris, as he was playing at Chefs, the 
Prince de Tingry, Lieutenant-General of 
the French King’s army, and Knight of the 
Holy Ghoft.” | 

I have never heard or read of a Negro’s 
playing at Chefs; we have had inftances of 
black Poets, and black Divines ; witneds, 
Ignatio Sancho; and the Hottentot, who 
about fifty years ago, was brought to Eu- 
rope when a child; educated at Leyden, 
where he took orders, and then fent back to 
the Cape. of Good Hope, in order to propa- 
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gate the Gofpel among his countrymen :— 
foon after his arrival, he found it much 
eaficer to comply with their cuftoms than 
to bring the Hottentots over to his, {© that 
he immediately divefted himtelf of his clothes 
and of his religion. His portrait was en- 
graven by J. Punt, at Amfterdam, in 1763. 

Among ail thefe trifles, I have been en- 
treated to infert, that Dr. F ranklin, and the 
late Sir John Pringle, ufed frequently to play 
at Chefs together; and towards the end of 
the game, the Phyfician difcovered, that the 
velocity of his own as well as his adverfary’s 
pulfe was confiderably increafed. 

I remember to have feen a line relative to 
Chefs in Browz’s Vulear Errors, which at 
this moment I cannot find. 

There was lately publithed at Brunfwic, 
a thick ofavo in German, entitled, Tée 
Lachcal Game: to be played on a board with 
a greater number of {quares than the Chefs- 
board, and with many new pieces, 

The game before-mentioned, (p. 100), of 
a King with eight Pawns, beating a whole 
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fet, by being allowed to make two moves to 
every fingle one of the adverfary, is amufing. 
The King with the Pawns only, is almoft 
certain of winning the game, for he may 
make his firft move into check, and his 
fecond out of it: fo that he can take the 
Queen when fhe flands immediately before 
her King, and then retreat; but he may not 
remain in check. Neither can he himéfelf 
be checkmated, unlefs his adverfary has pre~ 
ferved his Queen and both his Caftles. 
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AMATEURS, p: 88. 
Anonymous, 85- 

Arch-Chefs-Boards 

of Carrera, 72. 

wae Of Piacenza, 78. 

of Tamerlane, 92, 

of Marinelli, 95. 

of Weickman, 93- 

~— of the Duke of Rut- 
land, 155. 

Arms, 96. 

Automaton, 12. 














Bagdad, Khalif of, 24. 
Baretti, 8, 85; 
Baxter, 132. 


Beaumont and Fletcher, 40. 


Bertin, 84. 

Blount, Sir Charles 25. 
Bocacio, 116. 

Boi, 20, 69. 
Brounker, 107. 
Budden, 75- 


Canute, 39. 
Carrera, 68. 
Caftling, 27. 
Caftiglione, 16. 
Caxton, 46. 
Charles XII- 15. 
Chaucer, 112. 
Chefs- Boards 


—— Afiatic and African, 5+ 


——- of Lewis XIII. 5. 
of Charles I. 129. 
with holes, 5. 








Chefs-men, names of: the 
22. 





Chefs-men, of Charle- 
magne, 3+ 

—— Prince Eugene, 3. 

—— Vander Werf, 4. 

Ancient, 42, 140. 

Chefs terms, -1 36. 

Che's, playing at without 
feeing the Board, by 

— Boi, 20. 

——= Buzeccay, 19- 

—— Lopez, 20. 

—— Medrano, 20. 

—— Mangiolino, 20, 

—— Philidor, 151, 1545 
167, 

Sacchieri, 20. 

Comedy of Chefs, 28. 

Comnena, 95- 

Cowley, 115- 

Coxe, 26. 

Cozio, 87. 

Craftfman, 22. 








- Cunningham, 120. 


Dacciefole, 41. 
Damian, Peter, 109. 
Damiano, 58; 
Denhan, 2. 

Don Quixote, 104. 
Dryden, 40, 120. ° 
Dutch Spectator, 31. 


Encyclopedie, French, 185 
151. Scotch, 46. 


Ferrand, 107. 

Franklin, 141. 

Freret, I. 

Gerardo, 
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| i Gerardo, 188. Piacenza, 78. 
oa Gianutio, 66. Pope, 90, 120. 
i Grand, le 107. Prior, 40. 
Me Greco, 80. | Pulci, 40. 
ae Hi Flaver, 1Q3. Rabelais, 23; 256 
Ti Hufs, 95. Richelet, 120. 
Hyde, ‘gt. Roman dela Rofe, 2, 10%. 


Rouffeau, 6. 
James I.'15, 30, 128, 133. Rowbothum, 62. 





Jaucourt, 18. Ruflians, 26. 
Icelanders, 105, 119. “ 
Job, 120. Dalvio, :73. 
Joinville, 106, Sarafin, 117. 
ae | |p Saul, wo. 
on Knights trick, 138. Selenus, 93. 
nh Kempelen, de 12. Severino, 80. 
Tk | Shakfpeare, 111. 
ny Lambe, 86. Sovereigns, 15. 
Leonardo, 73. openfer, 105. 
Legh, 106. Sperlin, de, 83. 
Lolli, 85. Stair, Lord, 127. : 
Lopez, Ruy 59: Stamma, 83, 163. : 
Lydgate, 23, 114. Stroepke, 93. - 


ae Strutt, 38. ? | 
ee Montagne, 17. | 


- Morals of Chefs, 141. Ta€tical game, ‘190, : 
Tixeira, 118.° 
Negro, 189. - Tranflations, 172. 
Van Effen, 31. | 
Omai, 8. Verci, 89. | 
Ozanam, 21, 139. Wida, 89, 99; -120. 


Voltaire, 6. 
Parfon, phlegmatic, 129, | Warton, 25,57, 90; 114. 


Paxton, Mrs. 116. Watfon, Lucy, 188. 
Pafquier, 96. Weickman, 93. 

Percy, 119. William. the Conqueror, 1, 
Philidor, 84, 88, 149. 106. r | 


Philofopher’s game, 63. Wodhull, 110. 
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Page 1, Line 1, for defatigue, read de fatigue. P. 19; 
the two paragraphs of Montagne ought to be in one. P, 
18. put a dafh—before the fecond paragraph. P. 24. for 
Amin Khalif, read Amin, Khalif. P. 30. laft line, for 
rwixt, read betwixt. P. 32, 1. 7, for fquare-board, read 
{quare board. P. 43,1. 5. for there two, read there are 


two. P. 49, l. 3, for the the, read thre tir. P. 50, 1.55 
for af, read of. P. 60; laft line, for dade, readdade. P. 
103, for moralifi ecler, read moralifie cler. P. 112, for 
for, read for. P. 113, for and when, read and when. P. 
114, l. 4, for ylaye, read playe. P. 116, for anino, read 
animo. P. 118, for king’s, read kings. P. 152, 1. 145 
for of, read ate P. 170, 1, 16, for directions beyond it, 
read direction beyond its. 
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